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As the Political and Religious Proceedings of the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland are not generall) 
underſtood, the — DECLARATION, 
ſigned by the Clergy and Laity of that Perſua- 


ſion in that Kingdom, is laid before the Public, 


GENERAL COMMITTEE, 


Dublin, March 17, 1792, 
Werrrras certain opinions and principles, 


inimical to good order and government, have 
been attributed to the Catholics, the exiſtence of 
which we utterly deny; and, whereas, it is at 
this time peculiarly neceſſary to remoye ſuch im- 
putations, and to give the moſt full and ample ſa- 
tisfaction to our Proteſtant brethren, that WE 
HOLD NO PRINCIPLE, WHATSOEVER, IN coM PA- 
TI BLE WITH OUR DUTY AS MEN OR As su- 
JECTS, OR REPUGNANT TO LIBERTY, WHETHER 
POLITICAL, CIVIL, OR RELIGIOUS, 

Now, we, the Catholics of Ireland, for the re- 
moval of all ſuch imputations, and in deference to 
the opinion of many reſpectable bodies of. men, 
and individuals among our Proteſtant brethren, 
do hereby, in the face of our country, of all Eu- 
rope, and before God, make this our deliberate 
and ſolemn declaration 

1ſt, WR ABJURE, DISAVOW, AND CONDEMN 
the opinion, that Princes, excommunicated by the 
Pope and council, or by any eccleſiaſtical authority 
whatſeever, may therefore be depoſed or murdered 
by their ſubjects, or any other perſons. We hold 
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ſuch doctrine in deteſtation, as wicked and im- 
pious; and we declare we do not believe, that 
either the Pope, with or without a general coun- 
cil, or any prelate or prieft, or any eccleſiaſtical power 
whatſoever, can abſolve the ſubjects of this king- 


dom, or any of them, from their allegiance to his 


Majeſty King George the Third, who is, by au- 
thority of Parliament, the lawful King of this 
realm. | | 

2d. WE A3JURE, CONDEMN, AND DETEST, as 
unchriſtian and impious, the principle, that it is 
lawful to murder, deſtroy, or any ways injure any 
perſon whatſoever, for or under the pretence of 
their being hereticks;—and WE DECLARE so- 
LEMNLY before God, that we believe that nothing 
in itſelf unjuſt, immoral, or wicked, can ever be juſ- 
tified or excuſed by, or under pretence or colour, that 
it was done either for the good of the church, or in 
obedience to any eccleſiaſtical power whatſoever, 

3d. We further DECLARE, that we hold it as 
an unchriſtian and impious principle, that “ no 
faith is to be kept with hereticks.” This doctrine 
we deteſt and reprobate, not only as contrary to 
our religion, but as deſtructive of morality, of 
ſociety, and even of common honeſty; and it is 
our firm belief, that an oath made to any perſon, 
not of the catholic religion, is equally binding, as 
if it were made to any catholic whatſoever. 

4th. We have been charged with holding as an 
article of our belief, that the Pope, with or with- 
out the authority of a general council, or that 
certain eccleſiaſtical powers can acquit and abſolve 
us, before God, from our oath of allegiance, or 
even from the juſt oaths and contracts entered into 
between man and man: 

Now, WE Do UTTERLY RENOUNCE, ABJURE AND 
DENY that we hold or maintain any ſuch belief, as 
being contrary to the peace and happineſs of ſocie- 
ty, inconſiſtent with morality, and above all, re- 
pugnant to the true ſpirit of the catholic religion. 

th. We do further DECLARE, that we do not 
believe that the Pope of Rome, or any other fo- 
reign prince, prelate, ſtate, or potentate, hath, or 
ought to haye, any temporal or civil juriſdiction, 

power, 
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power, ſuperiority, or pre- eminence, directly or 
indirectly, within this realm. 
6th. After what we have renounced, it is imma- 
terial, in a political light, what may be our opi- 
nion or faith in other points reſpecting the Pope 
however, for greater ſatis faction, we DECLARE, | 
that it is not an article of the catholic faith, neither 
are we thereby required to believe or profeſs . that 
the Pope is infallible,” or that we are bound to 
obey any order, in its own nature immoral, though 
the Pope, or any eccleſiaſtical power, ſhould iflue 
or direct ſuch order, but on the contrary, we hold, 
that it would be finful in us to pay any reſpect or 
obedience thereto, 
7th, We further DECLARE, that we do not be- 
lieve that any fin whatſoever committed by us can 
be forgiven at the mere will of any Pope, or of 
any prieſt, or of any perſon or perſons whatſoever ; 
but, that fancere ſorrow for paſt fins, a firm and ſin- 
cere reſolution, as far as may be in our power, to 
reſtore our neighbour's property or character, if 
we have treſpaſſed on, or unjuſtly injured either, 
a firm and ſincere reſolution to avoid future guilt, and 
to atone to God, are previous and 8 re- 
GER to eſtabliſh a well-founded expectation of 
orgiveneſs; and that any perſon who receives ab- 
ſolution without theſe previous requiſites, ſo far 
from obtaining thereby any remiſſion of his ſins, 
incurs the additional maile of violating a ſacra- 
ment. 
8th. We do hereby $0LEMNLY DISCLAIM, and 
for EVER RENOUNCE all INTEREST in, and Ti- 
TIE to, all FORFEITED LANDS, reſulting from 
any rights, or ſuppoſed rights, of our anceſtors, 
or any CLAIM, TITLE OR INTEREST therein; nor 
do we admit any title, as a foundation of right, 
which is not e/tabliſhed and acknowledged by the laws 
of the realm, as they now land. We deſire, further, 
that whenever the patriotiſm, liberality, and juſ- 
tice of our countrymen, ſhall reſtore to us a par- 
ticipation in the elective franchiſe, no catholic 
ſhall be permitted to vote at any election for mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament, unleſs he ſhall pre- 
viouſly take an oath to Had, to the utmoſt f his 
power, the arrangement of property in this coun- 
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try, as eftabliſhed by the different acts of attaindey 
and ſettlement, 

gth. It has been objected to us, that we wiſh to 
ſubvert the preſent church eſtabliſhment, for the 
purpoſe of ſubſtituting a catholic eſtabliſhment in 
its ſtead : now, we do hereby DISCLAIM, DISAVOW, 
and SOLEMNLY ABJURE any ſuch intention ; and 


further, if we ſhall be admitted into any ſhare of 


the conſtitution, by our being reſtored to the right 
of elective franchiſe, we are ready, in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner, to declare, that wE wILL NOT Ex- 
ERCISE that privilege To DISTURB AND WEAKEN 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROTESTANT 
RELIGION, OR PROTESTANT GOVERNMENT IN 
THIS COUNTRY,” 
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PETITION of the Roman CarHoLIcs of IRELAND, 
intended to have been preſented to Parliament by 
Mr. O'Hara, in February 1792, ; 


Sheweth, | 

WE, your petitioners, being appointed by ſun» 
dry of his Majeſty's ſubjects profeſſing the Roman 
Catholic Religion, to be agents for conducting 
applications to the legiſlature for their relief, in our 
own and their names, beg leave to approach this 
high Court of Parliament, with an unfeigned re- 
ſpect for its wiſdom and authority ; and at the ſame 
time, with a deep and heartfelt ſenſation of our 
ſingular and deplorable ſituation, And firſt of all 
we declare (and for this we throw ourſelyes on the 
indulgence of Parliament) that no irregularity or 
defect in form or language, ſhould obſtruct the 
ſucceſs of theſe our moit ardent ſupplications. 
The circumſtances in which we ſtand deſerve 
conſideration, For near a hundred years, we and 
our fathers, and our grand fathers, had groaned 
under a code of laws (in ſome parts already 
purged from the ſtatute), the like of which, no 
age, no nation, no climate ever ſaw, 

Yet, ſore as it were from the ſcourge of active 
perſecution, ſcarce yet confirmed in our 2 
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and but lately ſecure in our perſons and in our 
houſes from the daily alarm of ſearch-warrants 
and informers, we come before Parliament for the 
firſt time ; and we come to aſk an alleviation of 
burthens, under which we can only find conſola- 
tion in the melancholy compariſon of former 
times, In this ſtate of recent apprehenſion and 
troubled anxious hope, with minds unadapted to 
the preciſe obſervances of decorum, we reſt upon 
the ſimple merits of our caſe, It is a part of our 
calamities, that we do not know how to tell them 
with propriety ; and if our complaints ſhould de- 
viate into remonſtrance, and we ſhould ſeem to 
upbraid, when we mean to ſupplicate, we truſt a 
due allowance will be made for expreſſions extorted 
by anguiſh, or proceeding from an inevitable ig- 
norance of form. Excluded from the conſtitution 
in all its parts, and in many reſpects aliens to the 
law, how ſhould we have learned the forms of 
Parliament? 

The hardſhips we ſuffer proceed from the law, 
It is therefore only to the fountain of the law that 
we can look for relief, You are the great coun- 
cil of our ſovereign lord the King ; but you are 
alſo ſubjects like ourſelves. The ear of majeſty, 
by the law of the land, and by the benignity of 
that ſovereign, whom it is your glory to imitate, 
is ever open to the petitions of his people. As far 
as we are able to diſcern the great outlines of 4 
conſtitution, which we know only in ſpeculation, 
we conceive that it is the boaſt of the conſtitution 
of theſe kingdoms, to have aſſociated a portion of 
the people into the ſovereign power; in order that, 
not dazzled by the awe of ſupreme majeſty, the 
ſubject may find a happy mediatorial inſtitution, 
an aſylum wherein to depoſit the burthen of his 
griefs, to expoſe the nakedneſs of his oppreſſions, 
and indulge complaint, even to exaggeration. 
There were indeed, thoſe who would have made 
us believe, that Parliament was only to be ap- 
proached with circumſpect and timid ſteps; a truth, 
in general terms; and that wrapped in proud inex- 
orable ſtate, you would conſider a ſpecification of 
the wants of the people, as an inſult and a reaſon 
for not ſupplying them. But we knew it could 
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not be. We knew that no ſenate, no king, no ty- 
rant had ever proteſted to turn his ear from detailed 
ſupplication.— The majeſty of God himſelf is wil- 
ling to receive, and demands the incenſe of parti- 
cular prayer. And ſhall we who ſpeak from man 
to man, from ſubject to ſubject, not dare to ſpe- 
cify the meaſure and extent of our crying neceſ- 
ſities ? Deſpiſing that baſe and hypocritical affec- 
tation, we are ſure it is far more congenial to the 
nature and to the temper of Parliament with a 
firm and generous confidence to ſay, as we ſay— 
here is the evil—there is the remedy; to you we 
look for relief. 
Behold us then before yous three millions of the 
pores of Ireland, ſubjects of the ſame king, in- 
abitants of the ſame land, bound together by the 
ſame ſocial contract, contributing to the ſame re- 
venues, defended by the ſame armies, declared by 
the authentic words of an Act of Parliament, to 
be good and loyal ſubjects to his majeſty, his 
crown and government; and yet doomed to one 
unqualified incapacity z a univerſal excluſion, a 
univerſal civil proſcription. We are excluded from 
the ſtate, we are excluded from the revenues,— 
We are excluded from every diſtinction, every pri- 
vilege, every office, every emolument, every civil 
truſt, every corporate right, We are excluded 
from the navy, from the army, from the magiſ- 
trature, from the profeſſions, We are excluded from 
the palladium of life, liberty, and property, the 
juries and inqueſts of our country —From what 


are we not excluded? We are excluded from the 


conſtitution, We ſtand a ſtrange anomaly in the 
law; not acknowledged, not diſavowed; not 
flaves, not freemen; an exception to the principles 
of juriſprudence; a prodigy in the ſyſtem of civil 
inſtitution, We incur no ſmall part of the pe- 
nalties of a general outlawry, and a general ex- 
communication. Diſability meets us at every 
hour, and in every walk of life, It cramps our 
induſtry, it ſhackles our property, it depreſſes our 
gown it debilitates our minds, Why are we diſ- 
ranchiſed, and why degraded ? Or rather, why do 
thoſe evils afflict our country, of which we are no 

inconſiderable part? | = 
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We moſt humbly and earneſtly ſupplieate and 
implore Parliament to call this law or univerſal. 
excluſion to a ſevere account, and now at laſt to 
demand of it, upon what principle it ftands, of 

uity, of morality, of juſtice, or of policy, And, 
while we requeſt this ſcrutiny into the law, we 
demand alfo the ſevereſt ſcrutiny into our princi- 
piets our actions, our words, and our thoughts. 

erein have we failed as loyal and affectionate ſub- 
jects to the beſt of ſovereigns, or as ſober, peace- 
able, and uſeful members of ſociety ? Where is 
that people who can offer the teſtimony of a hun- 
dred years patient ſubmiſſion to a code of laws of 
which no man living is now an advocate without 
ſedition, without murmur, without complaint? 
Our loyalty has undergone a century of ſevere per- 
ſecution, for the ſake of our religion, and we have 
come out of the ordeal, with our religion, and 
with our loyalty. 

Why then are we ſtill left under the ban of 
our country ? We differ, it is true, from the na- 
tional church in ſome points of doCtrinal faith. 
Whether it is our bleſſing or misfortune, HE only 
knows to whom all things are known, For this, 
our;jreligion, we offer no apology. After ages of 
learned and critical diſcuſſion, we cannot expect 
to throw farther light upon it. We have only to 
ſay, that it is founded on revelation as well as the 
religion eſtabliſhed by law. Both you and we are 
regenerated in the ſame baptiſm, and profeſs our 
belief in the ſame Chriſt; you according to the 
church of England, we according to the church of 
Rome, We do not exerciſe an abject or obſcure 
ſuperſtition. If weerr, our errors have been, and 
Rill are, ſanctioned by the example of many flou- 
riſhing, learned, and civilized nations. e do 
not enter, we diſdain to enter into the cavils of 
antiquated ſophiſtry, and to inſult the underſtand- 
ing of Parliament, by ſuppoſing it neceſſary to 
prove, that a religion is not incompatible with 
civil government, which has ſubſiſted ſo many 
hundred years under every poſſible form of govern- 
ment, in ſome tolerated, in ſome eſtabliſhed, even 
to this day 0 | 124 - 
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With regard to our civil principles, we are un- 


alterably, deeply, and zealouſly attached to his 


Majeſty's perſon and government, Good and loyal 


ſubjects we are, and we are declared by law to be. 
With regard to the conſtitution of the State, we 


are as much attached to it as poſſible for men to be 


attached to a conſtitution by which they are not 


avowed, With regard to the conſtitution of the 
church, we are, indeed, inviolably attached to 
our own: firſt, becauſe we believe it to be true; 


and next, becauſe beyond belief, we know that its. 


principles are calculated to make us, and have 


made us, good men and good citizens. But as 
we find it anſwers to us individually all the uſeful 


ends of religion, we ſolemnly and conſcientiouſly 
declare that we are ſatisfied with the preſent con- 
dition of our eccleſiaſtical policy. With ſatisfac- 
tion we acquieſce in the effabliſhment of the na- 
tional church; we neither repine at its poſſeſſions, 
nor envy its dignities; we are ready upon this 
point, to give every aſſurance that is binding upon 
man. 

With regard to every other ſubject, and to every 
other calumny, we have no diſavowals, we have 
no declarations to make: conſcious of the inno- 
cence of our lives, and the purity of our inten- 
tions, we are. juſtified in aſking what reaſon of 
{tate exiſts, and we deny that any does exiſt, for 
leaving us {till in the bandage of the law, and un- 
der the protracted reſtriction of penal ſtatutes, 
Penalties ſuppoſe, if not crimes, at leaſt a cauſe 
of . reaſonable ſuſpicion, Criminal imputations 
like thoſe (for to be adequate to the effect, they 
mult be great indeed) are, to a generous mind, more 
grievous than the penalties themſelves. They in- 
controvertibly imply, that we are conſidered by 
the legiſlature as ſtanding in a doubtful light of 
fidelity or loyalty to the king, or to the conſtitu- 
tion of our country, and perhaps to both. While 
on theſe unjuſt ſuſpicions we are deprived of the 
common rights and privileges of Britiſh and of 
Iriſh ſubjects, it is impoſſible for us to ſay we are 
contented while we endure a relentleſs civil pro- 
ſcription, for which no cauſe is alledged, and for 
which no reaſon can be aſſigned. 


Becauſe 
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Becauſe we now come with a clear, open, and 
manly voice, to infiſt upon the grievances under 
which we ſtill labour, it is not to be inferred, that 
we have forgot the benignant juſtice of Parliament 
which has relieved us from the more oppreſſi ve, but 
not the moſt extenſive part of the penal ſyſtem. 
In thoſe days of affliction, when we lay proſtrate 
under the iron rod, and as it were, entranced in a 
gulph of perſecution, it was neceſſary for Parlia- 
ment to go the whole way, and to ſtretch out a 
ſaving hand to relieve us, We had not the courage 
to look up with hope, to know our condition, or 
even to conceive a remedy. It is becauſe the for- 
mer relaxations were not thrown away upon us; 
it is becauſe we begin to feel the influence of ſome- 
what more equal laws, and to revive from our 
former inanation, that we now preſume to ſtand 
erect before you: conceiving that Parliament has a 
right to expect, as a teſt of our gratitude, that 
we ſhould no longer lie a dead weight upon our 
country, but come forward in our turn to aſſiſt 
with our voice, our exertions, and our councils, 
in a work, to which the wiſdom and power of Par- 


liament is incompetent with our co-operation--- 


the application of a policy, wholly new, to the 
preſſing wants, and to the intimate neceſſit ies of a 
people long forgotten, out of the ſight and out of 
the knowledge of a ſuperintending legiſlature. 
Accordingly we are come, and we claim no ſmall 
merit that we have found our way to the door of 
Parliament, It has not been made eaſy. for us. 
Every art and induſtry has been exerted to obſtruct 
us: attempts have been made to divide us into fac- 
tions, and to throw us into confuſion. We have 
ſtood firm and united. We have received hints 


warnings to guard our ſupplications againſt inti- 
midation. e have reſiſted that ſpecies of diſ- 
guiſed and artful threat. We have been traduced, 
calumniated, and libelled. We have witneſſed 
ſiniſter endeavours again to blow the flame of re- 
ligious animoſity, and awake the lumbering ſpi- 
rit of popular terror and popular fury, But we 
have remained unmoved. e are, indeed, accuſ- 


tomed to this tumid agitation and ferment in che 
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public mind. In former times it was the conſtant 
precurſor of more intenſe perſecution, but it bas 
alſo attended every later and happy return of legiſ- 
Jative mercy. But whether it betokens us evil or 
ood, to „e we come, to ſeek, at that 
Grin, a ſafeguard from impending danger, or 4 
communication of new benefits. = *toiy fit 
What then do we aſk of Parliament? To be 
thoroughly united and made one with-the reſt of 
our fellow ſubjects. That, alas! would be our firſt, 
our deareſt wiſh. But if that is denied us, if ſa- 
crifices are to be made, if by an example of rare 
moderation, we do not aſpire to the condition of 
a fair equality, we are not at a loſs to find in the 
range of ſocial benefits (which is nearly that of 
our preſent excluſions) an object which is and 
ought to be the ſcope and reſting place of our 
— and our hopes. That which if we do not 
aſk, we are not worthy to obtain, We knock that 
it may be opened unto us. We have learned by 
tradition from our anceſtors, we have heard by 
fame in foreign lands, where we have been driven 


to ſeek education in youth, and bread in manhood ! 


and by the contemplation of our own minds, we 
are filled with a deep and unalterable opinion that 
the Iriſh, formed upon the model of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, is a bleſſing of ineſtimable value: 
that it contributes, and is even eſſentially neceſſary 
for national and individual happineſs, Of this 
conſtitution, we feel ourſelves worthy; and though 


not practically, we know the benefits of its fran- 


chiſes. Nor can we without a criminal diſſimula- 
tion conceal from Parliament the painful inquie- 
tude which is felt by our whole perſuaſion, and the 
dangers to which we do not ceaſe to be expoſed, by 
this our total and unmerited excluſion from the 
common rights, privileges, and franchiſes con- 
ceded 7 our kings for the protection of the ſub- 
ject. This excluſion is indeed the root of every 
evil, It is that which makes property inſecure, 


and induſtry precarious, It pollutes the ſtream of 


juſtice. It is the cauſe of daily humiliation. It 
is the inſurmountable barrier, the impaſſible line 
of ſeparation which divides the nation, and which, 


Ns animoſuy alive, prevents the entire and 


cordial 


If 


If 


cordial intermixture of the people. And therefore 
inevitably it is, that ſome ſhare, ſome. portion, 
ſome participation in the liberties and franchiſes 
dur country, becomes the primary and eſſential ob- 
ject of our ardent and common ſolicitation. 
It is a bleſſing for which there is no price, and 
can be no compenſation. With it, * evil is 
3 without it, no advantage is deſirable. 
n this, as in all things, we ſubmit ourſelves to 
the paramount authority of Parliament; and we 
ſhall acquieſce in what is given, as we do in what 
is taken away, But this is the boon we aſk, We 
hunger, and we thirſt for the conſtitution of our 
country, If it ſhall be deemed otherwiſe, and 
ſhall be determined that we are qualified perhaps 


for the baſe and lucrative tenures of . profeſſional 


occupation, but unworthy to perform the free and 
noble ſervices of the conſtitution, we ſubmit, in- 
deed, but we ſolemnly proteſt againſt-that diſtinc- 
tion for ourſelves and for our children. It is no 
act of ours. Whatever judgment may await, our 
Merits or our fallings, we cannot conclude. our- 
ſelves, by recognizing, for a conſideration, the 
principle of ſervility and perpetual degradation. 

' "Theſe are the ſentiments which we feel to the 
bottom of our hearts, and we diſcloſe them to the 
free Parliament of a Monarch, whoſe glory it is to 
reign over a free people. To you we commit our 
ſupplications and our cauſe, We have, indeed, 
little to apprehend in this benigner age, from the 
malignant aſperſions of former. times, and not 
more from the obſolete calumnies of controverſial 
ſtrife; although we ſee them endeavouring again 
to collect the remnant of their exhauſted venom, 
before they die for ever, in a laſt and feeble ef- 
fort to traduce our religion and our principles. 
But as oppreſſion is ever fertile in pretexts, we 
find other objections ſtarted againſt us more dan- 
gerous, becauſe they are new, or new at leaſt in 


the novelty of a ſhameleſs ayowal, They are 


principally three ;—firſt, it is contended, that we 
are a people originally and fundamentally different 
from yourſelves, and that our — are for 
ever irreconcileable, becauſe ſome hundred years 
ago our anceſtors were conquered by your's. Is 


xiv 


deny the conelufion z we deny the fact; it is falſe. 


In addreffing ' ourfelves to you, we ſpeak to the 
children of our anceſtors, as we alſo are the chil- 
dren of your forefathers; nature has triumphed 
over law; we are intermixed in blood; we are 
blended in connection; we are one race; we all 
are |riſhmen ; ſubjects of the imperial crown of 


Ireland. The honour of Parliament is concerned, 


to repreſs the audacity of thoſe who tell us that 
you are a foreign colony ; and conſequently ought 
to govern according to the prineiples of invaders 
and the policy of recent uſurpation. t leaſt we 
confide that you will not ſuffer the walls of Par- 
liament to be contaminated with that libel upon 
the government of Ireland, The ſhaft which was 
aimed at us, has ſtruck yourſelves ;- a memorable, 
but, at the fame time we truſt, a moſt auſpicious 
example, to teach both you and us, and our com- 
mon pofterity, that our intereſts are one ; and that 
whatever ade the well-being and honour of the 
Roman 'catholics, is alfo injurious to the proteſtant 
"intereſt, Of the ſame complexion and tendency 


are the two objections, one that our adyancement 


in property and privilege would lead to a repeal of 


the act of ſettlement ; the other, that our partici- 
* pation in the liberties and franchiſes of our coun- 


try would endanger the exiſtence of the conſtitu- 
tion into which we are admitted, A reſumption 


of the lands forfeited by our and your anceſtors 
(for they are the ſame), after the lapſe of ſo many 
yourn (near three returns of the longeſt period of 


gal limitation), after the diſperſion and extinction 


of ſo many families, after ſo many tranſitions and 
diviſions, reparitions and re conſolidations of pro- 
perty; ſo many ſales, judgments, mortgages, and 


ſettlements; and after all various proceſs of volun- 


' tary and legal operation, to conceive the revival of 


titles dormant for an 150 years is an idea ſo per- 


fectly chimerical, ſo contrary to the experience of 


all ages and all countries, ſo repugnant to the 
principles of juriſprudence, and ſo utterly impoſ- 
ſible in point of fact, that the Roman catholics of 
Ireland, once for all, make it their earneſt requeſt 


to have that queſtion thoroughly inveſtigated, in 
the afſured hape, that ſo idle, vain, and abſurd an 


object 
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object of public apprehenſion, being expoſed and 
laid _ to the eye of reaſon, may ſleep in obli- 


vion for ever, 


As to the other ſubject of apprehenſion, we have 
but one anſwer to make, We deſire to partake in 
the conſtitution, and therefore we do not deſire to 
deſtroy it. Parliament is now in poſſeſſion of our 
caſe—our grievances—our ſorrows—our obſtruc- 
tions—our ſolicitudes—our hopes. We have told 
you the deſire of our hearts. We do not aſk to be 
relieved from this or that incapacity ; nor the abo- 
lition of this or that odious diſtinction ; not even, 
perhaps, to be in the fulneſs of time, and in the 
accompliſhment of the great comprehenſive ſcheme 
of legiſlation, finally incorporated with you in the 
enjoyment of the ſame conſtitution, Even beyond 
that mark, we have an ultimate and if poſſible an 
object of more interior deſire. We look for an 
union of affections; a gradual, and, therefore, a 
total obliteration of all the animoſities (on our 
part they are long extinct) and all the prejudices 
which have kept us disjoined. We come to you, 
a great acceſſion to the proteſtant intereſt, with 
hearts and minds ſuitable to ſuch an end, We do 
not come as jealous and ſuſpicious rivals, to gavel 
the conſtitution, but with fraternal minds to parti- 
cipate in the great incorporeal inheritance of free- 
dom, to be held according to the laws and cuſtoms 
of the realm, and by our immediate fealty and al- 
legiance to the king. And ſo may you receive us, 


And we ſhall ever pray. 


XY 


Saturday, 21/2 January 1792. 


SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN 
OF DUBLIN, 


The Hon. SIMON BUTLER in the Chair, 


RESOLVED unanimouſly, That the following 
Report of our Committee appointed to enquire 
and report the Popery Laws in force in this 
Realm, be now read : 


Tur Committee report that the Popery Laws 
may be conſidered under the following general 
heads, viz. 


EpucAriox, 

GUARDIANSHIP, 

MaRrRIAGE, 

SELF-DEFENCE, 

ExEkRCISE oF RELIGION, 

Ex ůOVNMENT AND DisPOSITION OF 
PROPERTY, 

AcquisITIOoN or PROPERTY, 

FRANCHISES. 


iſt, AS TO EDUCATION. 


THE authorized eſtabliſhments for learning in 


this realm are, by their conſtitutions, appropriated 
to thoſe only who conform to the eſtabliſhed church: 


No on of the popiſh religion ſhall publicly m Will. g. ch. 
teach ſchool or inſtruct youth in learning, or in 4. 5 9 


private houſes teach or inſtruct youth in learning, 
within this realm (except only the children or 
others under the guardianſhip of the maſter or 
miſtreſs of ſuch private houſe), under the penalty 
of {20, and three e impriſonment. 


If 


2 


8th Ann. ch. g. 
S. 16, 


S. 20. 


S. 21. 


EDUCATION. 
If a papiſt ſhall publicly teach ſchool, or ap 


inſtru youth in learning in any private houſe, in 
this realm, or ſhall be entertained to inftru& youth 
in learning, as uſher, under-maſter or aſſiſtant by 
any proteſtant ſchool-maſter, he ſhall be efteemed 
and taken to be a popiſh regular clergyman and to 
be proſecuted as ſuch, and incur ſuch penalties as 
any popiſh regular convict is liable unto by the laws 
of this realm, | 

No perſon whatſoever qualified to teach or keep 
ſchool publicly, or teach and inftruct youth in 
learning in any private houſe, or as uſher or aſſiſt- 
ant to any proteſtant, who ſhall not firſt, or at the 
next general aſſizes or quarter ſeſſions, take the 
oath of allegiance, and ſubſcribe and make the de- 
claration and the oath of abjuration, as in the act 
of the 2d Anne, c. 6. is expreſſed, under the penal- 
ty of {10, one moiety to the proſecutor and the 
other to the poor of the pariſh, 

If any perſon after 1ſt of September 1709 ſhall 
diſcover any popiſh ſchool-maſter, or any papiſt 
teaching or inſtructing youth in private houſes, as 
tutor, or as uſher, under- maſter or aſſiſtant to an 
proteſtant ſchool-maſter ſo as the ſaid popiſhſchool- 
maſter, tutor or uſher, under-maſter or aſſiſtant to 
any proteſtant ſchool-maſter be apprehended and 
legally convicted, every perſon making ſuch diſ- 
covery ſhall receive as a reward for the ſame £10. 
to be levied on the popiſh inhabitants of the county 
where ſuch popiſh ſchool-maſter, tutor, uſher, un- 
der-maſter or aſſiſtant taught or inſtructed youth, 
or did moſt commonly reſide, and ſhall be con- 
victed thereof, 

Two juſtices may ſummon any papiſt of ſixteen 
years of age, and examine ſuch perſon touching 
the being, reſidence and abode of any popiſh ſchool- 
maſter, tutor, uſher, under- maſter or aſſiſtant to 
any proteſtant ſchool- maſter, who may be diſguiſed, 
concealed or itinerant in the country, and if ſuch 
perſon refuſe to appear, or to be examined as 
aforeſaid, ſuch perſon ſhall be impriſoned for one 
year, unleſs ſuch perſon pays a ſum not above { 20. 
to the poor of the pariſh ; ſuch examination to be 
only tor offences committed within thirty days, and 
the perſon examined and confeſſing, ſhall be diſ- 


charged from all penalties incurred by reaſon of 
any offence ſo confeſſed. 


So 


EDUCATION. 


So much of the 7th Will. 3. ch. 9. and 8th Anne, 21ſt & 22d 
ch, 3. as ſubjects papiſts who publicly teach ſchool, * 3 ch. 62. 
or inſtruct youth in learning in any private houſe, 


to like penalties as any popiſb regular convift, re- 
pealed. 


Not to extend to popiſh ſchool- maſter who ſhall S. 2 


not take and ſubſcribe the oath of allegiance and 
declaration mentioned in the 13th and 14th Geo. 
3. ch. 35. in one of the Four Courts, or at the 
quarter ſeſſions for the county of Dublin, or before 
a judge of aſſize in open court. 


Not to extend to any popiſh ſchool-maſter, S. 3. 


who ſhall receive into his ſchool any proteſtant, 
or to any papiſt who ſhall be entertained to in- 
ſtruct youth in learning as uſher, under-maſter 
or aſſiſtant, by any proteſtant ſchool-maſter in 
this realm. 


Not to be conſtrued to allow erection or en-S. 4. 


dowment of any popiſh univerſity or college or 
endowed ſchool in this realm, or to authorize 
any papiſt or prieſt to teach or keep ſchool, who 
ſhall not have firſt obtained licence of the ordi- 
nary, which the ordinary is impowered to grant 
and recall from time to time as he ſhall think 


proper. 


In caſe any of his majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland 7th Will. g. ch. 


popiſh ſchool, in parts beyond the ſeas, in order 
to be educated in the popiſh religion, and be there 
trained in the popiſh religion, or ſhall ſend mone 
or other thing towards the maintenance of ſuch 
perſon gone or ſent and trained as aforeſaid, or as 
a charity for relief of a religious houſe, every per- 
ſon ſo going, ſending, or ſent, ſhall, on convic- 
tion, be diſabled to ſue in law or in equity, or to 
be guardian, executor, or adminiſtrator, or take a 
legacy or deed of gift, or bear any office, and ſhall 
12 goods and chattels for ever, and lands for 
life. 


ſhall 0 or ſend any perſon to any public or private & * 


Any juflice of the peace, upon information that s. 3. 


any perſon, or money, or other thing is gone or 
ſent, contrary to this act, ſhall require to be brought 
before him all perſons ſuſpected or charged to have 
offended therein, and ſhall examine the perſons ſo 
ſuſpected or accuſed without oath, and any other 
perſon or witneſſes on eath, concerning the ſame; 
if upon ſuch examination it ſhall appear probable to 

B 2 him, 


S. 4 
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him, that ſuch perſon, ſum of money, or other 
thing was gone or ſent away contrary to this act; 
then he ſhall bind ſuch ſuſpected 1 with ſuf- 
ficient ſureties, and ſuch other perſons as he ſhall 
Judge fit to give evidence, and the informer, in 
recognizances of { 200, or ſuch greater ſum as 
to him ſhall ſeem reaſonable, with condition to ap- 
pear at the next quarter ſeſſions of the peace for 
the county where ſuch otfence is ſuppoſed to be 
committed, or where the offender did laſt reſide or 
was taken: At theſe quarter ſeſſions the ſaid juſtice 
of peace ſhall return the ſaid examinations and re- 
cognizances to the clerk of the peace in open court, 
who ſhall frame an information againſt the perſon 
ſuſpected, who ſhall inſtantly anſwer thereto, and 
proceed to trial thereon, — if upon ſuch trial it 
ſhall by proof appear that any perſon, or money, or 
other thing, was by ſuch perſon ſuſpected, ſent 
abroad, and if by ſuch proof, it ſhall appear preba- 
ble to the court that ſuch ſending was contrary to 
the act, then the perſon ſuſpected muſt ſhew where 
ſuch perſon ſent then is, and alſo to what intent 
and purpoſe ſuch money or other thing was ſent, 
and ſuch going or ſending ſhall be adjudged to be 
going or ſending 21 to this act, unleſs the 
perſon denying the ſame ſhall prove the contrary; 
if by failure of ſuch proof, or otherwiſe, upon exami- 
nation, it ſhall appear to the court that ſuch offence 
hath been committed, the ſame being entered on 
record, ſhall be a conviction, as well of the perſon 
ſent as of the perſon ſending, and they ſhall incur 
the penalties aforeſaid ; halt the forfeiture to the 
crown, the other to the proſecutor. 

There lies an appeal from the quarter ſeſſions 
to the juſtices of aſſize of the ſaid county, at the 
next aſſizes. 

If any perſon be convicted of being ſent beyond 
ſeas contrary to this act, by the conviction of the 
perſon ſending him only, ſuch perſon, upon his 
return into this kingdom, ſhall at any time within 
twelve months after his or her return, or within 
twelve months after his or her attaining the age of 
twenty-one years, upon his prayer, by motion in 
the King's Bench, be admitted to his trial, and 


ſuch court ſhall forthwith cauſe an information to 
be exhibited againſt fuch perſon or perſons, to 


which he or they ſhall plead, and thereupon the 
ſaid 
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ſaid court ſhall proceed to trial of ſuch perſon or 
perſons by jury of the county where the ſaid court 
ſhall then fit; and the defendant or defendants in 
ſuch caſe, ſhall upon his or their trial, be obliged 
to prove to what intent or purpoſe he, ſhe, or they 
was or were ſent beyond the ſeas, and unleſs he, 
ſhe, or they ſhall make ſuch proof, whereby it may 
appear, that he, ſhe, or they were not ſent contra- 
ry to this act, it ſhall be 2 for granted, that he 
was ſent contrary to this act, as though the ſame 
had been fully proved; and in caſe, upon his, her, 
or their trial, ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall be ac- 
12 he, ſhe and they, ſo acquitted, ſhall be 

iſcharged of all the penalties in this act, except 
his, her or their goods and chattels, and the pro- 
fits of his, her or their lands incurred and received 
before ſuch acquittal, 

Every ſuch perſon ſent as aforeſaid, that ſhall S. 5. 
within ſix months after his return into this == 4 
dom, in the Court of Chancery or King's Bench, 
in term time, between eight and twelve in the 
morning, take the oaths and repeat and ſubſcribe 

the declaration, mentioned and appointed in __ 
by an act lately made in the parliament of Englan 
(intitled, An Act for abrogating the Oath of Su- 
premacy in Ireland, and appointing other Oaths,”) 
ſhall from thenceforth be diſcharged of all the inca- 
pacities and diſabilities aforeſaid, and ſhall be re- 
ſtored to the receipt of the future growing rents, 
iſſues and profits of his ſaid real eſtate only, but 
ſhall nevertheleſs loſe all the paſt rents, iſſues and 
profits thereof, and all his perſonal eſtate, 

If ſuch perſon, after ing ſaid oaths and ſub- 8. 6. 
ſcribing ſaid declaration, ſhall profeſs the popiſh 
religion, or refuſe taking ſaid oaths and ſubſcribe 
ing ſaid declaration, when the ſame ſhall be ten- 
dered to him by the quarter ſeſſions for the county 
where he reſides, he ſhall incur all and every the 
aforeſaid penalties, as if he had never taken ſaid 
oaths or ſubſcribed ſaid declaration. 

Offences againſt this act may be inquired into, S. 7. 
heard and determined before the juſtices of the 
King's Bench, or juſtices of aſſize, or goal deli- 
very, or of oyer and terminer of ſuch counties 
where the offenders did laſt dwell or abide, or 
whence he, ſhe or they departed, or were ſent * 

0 
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of the kingdom, or where he, ſhe or they went, or 
ſhall be reſpectively taken or apprehended, 

S. 8. If any perſon Mall upon his trial before the 
quarter ſeſſions be acquitted by the ſaid court, or 
upon his appeal to the judges of aſſize, ſhall by 
ſaid judges of aſſize be acquitted, or in caſe he 
ſhall upon his trial be acquitted by the jury upon 
any indictment, preſentment, or information, he 
ſhall not be liable to be profetuted upon this act, 
in any other manner for the ſame offence. 

ad Ann, ch. 6. If any perſon of the popiſh religion, ſhall ſend 

WM or willingly ſuffer to be ſent any child under the 

| age of twenty-one years, (except ſailors, ſhipboys, 


or the apprentices or factor of ſome merchant in 

trade of merchandize) beyond ſea, without ſpecial 

licence of the King, or Lord Lieutenant, and four 

of the Privy Council of this realm, ſuch perſon g 

ſhall incur the penalties mentioned in the act of 6 

the 7th Will. 3. ch. 4. 6 

. Any of the judges of the K. B. or C. P. or ba- 
rons of the Exchequer, or two juſtices of the peace 
may, on reaſonable cauſe of ſuſpicion that ſuch 
child has been ſent abroad contrary to the act, con- 
vene the parent or guardian, or ſuch other perſon 
as had the care of the child, and require that the 
child be produced in two months, and if the child 
be not produced within ſaid time, nor reaſonable 
cauſe ſhewn for obtaining further time for the ſame 
till the next following quarter ſeſſions, nor proof 
made that the child is within this kingdom, or in 
England or Scotland, and not in parts beyond the 
ſeas, then ſuch child ſhall be deemed to be then 
educated in foreign parts contrary to the aforeſaid 
act, and ſhall incur all the penalties and diſabilities 
in ſaid act mentioned, 

2d Ann. ch. 6. Children of papiſts, deemed papiſts till con- 

8. 7. formity. 

8th Ann, ch. 3. Converts in employment or place of profit or 

8. 12. truſt from the crown, members of parliament, bar- 
riſters, attornies, ſolicitors, or officers in any court, 
ſhall educate their children, under fourteen at time 
of converſion, proteſtants, and for default thereof, 
ſuch employment or place of profit or truſt is null 
and void, ſuch member of parliament ſhall be in- 
capable to ſit or vote in either houſe of parliament, 
and the party offending for evet incapable to have 

any 
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any employment or place of profit or truſt under 
the crown, and every ſuch barriſter, attorney, 
ſolicitor or officer ſhall be incapable of practiſing 
as barriſter, attorney, or ſolicitor, privately or 
publicly, or officiating in any of the courts—not 
to extend to the office of high or petty conſtable, 
tything man, headborough, overſeer of the poor, 
church-wardens, ſurveyors of the highways, or 
any like inferior civil office in the kingdom. 


All children of popiſh parents or parent who 6th Geo. 1. ch. 
from the age of twelve years, have been conſtantly $: S. 17.18. 


bred up in the proteſtant religion, and have re- 
ceived the ſacrament according to the church of 
Ireland as by law eftabliſhed, ſhall be reputed as 
proteſtants, and enjoy all the rights and privileges 
of proteſtants. - But if ſuch children ſhall at any 
time, after they come to the age of eighteen years, 
declare themſelves of the communion of the 
church of Rome, or be preſent at mattins or veſ- 
pers, according to the practice of the church of 
Rome, they ſhall be ſubject to all ſuch penalties 
as converted papiſts relapſing to popery, are by 
laws liable to. 


All converts ſhall educate their children, who 1 Geo. s. ch. 
ſhall at the time of converſion be under fourteen . 5% 


years of age, or who ſhall be born after, in the 


proteſtant religion,—Converts educating or know- s. 3. 


ingly and willingly permitting their children to 
be educated in the popiſh religion, ſhall be ſub- 
ject to ſuch diſabilities and incapacities as papiſts 
are—Proteflants educating or willingly and know- 
ingly permitting their children (not already papiſts, 
and above fourteen years of age) to be educated 
papiſts, ſhall be ſubject to ſuch diſabilities as pa- 
piſts are, 


2dly, AS TO GUARDIANSHIP. 


ONE not of the communion of the Church of 
England, dying ſeiſed of land for which his heir © 
(within age) ſhould have been in ward, Lord 
Chancellor, Chief Judges, Chief Baron, hay: 

cellor 


and 13th Geo. 
ad. ch. 6. S. 22. 


gth Will. 3d. 
ch. g. S. a. 


ad Ann. ch. 6. 
S. 4. 


GUARDIANSHIP. 


cellor of the Exchequer, and Maſter of the Rolls, 
or any three of them, after inquiſition duly found 
and returned into chancery of the death of ſuch 
perſon and of his heir being under age, may diſpoſe 
of the cuſtody and tuition of ſuch heir, until the 
age of twenty-one, to any perſon next of kin to 
the heir, to whom the eſtate cannot deſcend, ſuch 
N being of the communion of the Church of 

ngland, who is to educate ſuch heir in the pro- 
teſtant religion, 

If a proteſtant marry any woman, without hay- 
ing obtained a certificate in writing of the miniſ- 
ter of the pariſh, biſhop of the dioceſe, and ſome 
juſtice of the peace, living near the place where 
ſuch woman ſhall be reſident at the time of ſuch 
marriage, or any two of them, of her being a 
known proteſtant, (which certificate ſhall be at- 
teſted by two witneſſes,) ſuch perſon ſo marrying 
ſhall from and after ſuch marriage, be in law deem- 
ed a papiſt or popiſh recuſant, and (among other 
diſabilities in this act ſet forth) be diſabled from 
being guardian to any perſon whatſoever, unleſs ſhe 
is converted within a year, and a certificate there- 
of obtained from the biſhop of the dioceſe or arch- 
biſhop of the province, or the lord chancellor, and 
inrolled in Chancery, 

No papiſt ſhall be guardian unto, or have the 
tuition or cuſtody of any orphan child or children 
under the age of twenty-one years, but the ſame, 
where the perſon having or entitled to the guar- 
dianſhip is or ſhall be a papiſt, ſhall be diſpoled of 
by the Court of Chancery to ſome near relation of 
ſuch orphan child or children, being a proteſtant, 
to whom the eſtate cannot deſcend, in caſe there 
ſhall be any ſuch proteſtant fit to have the educa- 
tion of ſuch child, otherwiſe to ſome other pro- 
teſtant, who is to uſe his utmoſt care to educate 


ſuch child in the proteſtant religion until the age of 


And the Court of Chancery 


twenty-one 1 
and required to make ſuch order for 


is impowere 


the educating in the proteſtant religion, the child 
and children of any papiſt, where either the father 
or mother is or ſhall be a proteſtant, till the age of 
eighteen, as to that court ſhall ſeem meet; and in 
order thereto to limit and appoint where, and in 
what manner, and by whom, ſuch child or = 

ren 


dren ſhall be educated ; and the father of ſuch 


popiſh parent, for education according to ſuch or- 


child 
certain caſes, and enables the Chancellor, the two 


of the Exchequer, and Maſter of the Rolls, to 


GUARDIANSHIP, 9 


child or children ſhall pay the charges of ſuch edu- 
cation as ſhall be directed by faid court ; and ſuch 
child or children ſhall and may be taken from ſuch 


der If any papiſt ſhall take the guardianſhip, 
or tuition of any orphan child or children contrary 
to this act, ſuch papiſt ſhall forfeit 5ool. to the 
Blue-Coat-Hoſpital, in the City of Dublin. 

It ſhall and may be lawful for a papiſt, who ſhall ait and 224 
have taken the oath of allegiance and declaration Ces. 8- ch. 62. 
in 13th and 14th Geo, 3. ch. 35. mentioned, ex- 5 
cept an ecclefia/tich, to have the guardianſhip, care, 
and tuition of his or her own child or children, or 
of any child or children of a papiſt, any thing 
contained in the 14th and 15th Char. 2d. ch. 19. 
the 2d Ann. ch. 6, or gth Will. 3. ch. 3. to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, 

A proteſtant father may diſpoſe of the cuſtody goth Geo. 3. 
and tuition of his unmarried children, while un- + 29, S. 1. 
der twenty-one 2 of age, to any perſon other 
than papr/ts ny father of the popiſb religion, 
not having lapſed from the proteſtant religion, may 
Iikewiſe diſpoſe of the cuſtody of his children un- 
der twenty-one years of ages to any perſon other 
than to an eccleſraftick of the Church of Rome. g, , 
Papiſts not capable of being the guardian of a child 
of a papiſt, who ſhall not have taken and ſubſcribed 
to the oath of allegiance and declaration preſcribed 
by 13th and 14th Ceo, 3. ch. 35. If the child of S. 3. 

a papiſt under twenty-one years of age be con- 
veyed out of the kingdom, the Court of Chancery, 
on a bill filed on behalf of ſaid child, ſhall make 
proviſion for the preſervation of the eſtates of ſuch 
child, until brought back to Great Britain or Ire- 
land, and given up to the cuſtody of ſuch guardian 
as ſhall have been appointed by the father of ſuch 
So much of the 13th and 14th Char, ad. s. , 
ch. 19. as requires the iſſuing of an inquiſition in 


Chief Judges, the Chief Baron, and Chancellor 


appoint a guardian to the children of perſons not 
of the communion of the Church of England, dy- 
ing ſeiſed of lands, 1 2 which their heirs would 

| have 


9 Will. zd. 
ch. 3. S. 1. 


Vide head of 
Guardianſhip. 


Vide head of 
Guardianſhip: 


MARRIAGE 


have been in ward before the paſſing of ſaid act, is 
hereby repealed. 


—————————— ——— .. — 4 — 


3dly. AS TO MARRIAGE. 


If a proteſtant woman unmarried, heir apparent 
to her anceſtor, or having any eſtate or intereſt in 
lands, or {, 500. perſonal eſtate, marry any perſon 
without having firſt obtained a certificate in writ- 
ing under the hand of the miniſter of the pariſh, 
biſkop of the dioceſe, and ſome juſtice of the peace 
living near the place, or any two of them (wit- 
neſſed by two witneſſes,) that he is a known pro- 
teſtant, they ſhall be incapable of holding ſuch 
eſtates or intèereſts, and the ſaid eſtates and inte- 
reſts ſhall go to the next proteſtant of kin, to whom 
the ſame would deſcend or come to by law, were ſhe- 
and all intervening papiſts heirs, executors, or 
adminiſtrators dead inteſtate, and ſuch proteſ- 
tant next of kin may ſue for and recover the ſame 
as if legally entitled as heir, executor, or adminiſ- 
trator to ſuch woman, who to that purpoſe ſhall be 
dead in law—— And ſuch woman and her huſband 
ſhall for ever be incapable of being heir, executor, 
adminiſtrator or guardian to any protęſtant. And in 
caſe any proteſtant miniſter, or popr/h prieft, or 
other perſon whatſoever, ſhall join in marriage any 
proteſtant woman, having any of ſaid eſtates or 
intereſts, to any perſon whatſoever, without ſuch 
certificate, he or they, being convicted by confeſ- 
ſion or verdict, ſhall ſuffer one year's impriſon- 
ment, and forfeit C20. one moiety to the king and 
the other to the proſecutor. 

If any proteſtant ſhall marry any maiden or wo- 
man, without having obtained ſuch certificate, he 
ſhall be deemed a papiſt or popiſh recuſant, and 
ſhall for ever afterwards be diſabled from being 
heir, executor, adminiſtrator, or guardian to any 
perſon, as alſo to fit in either houſe of parliament, 
and alſo be incapable of having, bearing, or ex- 


erciſing any civil or military office or employment 


whatſoever, unleſs he procures her to be converted 
within 
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within one year, and obtains a certificate thereof 
under the hand and ſeal of the biſhop of the dio- 
ceſe, or archbiſhop of the province, or chancellor 
of the kingdom, and inrolls the fame in the Court 
q of Chancery. 
pf If any popihh prieſt, or proteſtant miniſter, or 8. g. 
f other perſon whatſoever, marry any ſoldier, in- 
liſted in his majeſty's army in this kingdom, to 
any wife, without ſuch certificate, he ſhall forfeit 
£20. to be levied by warrant of a juſtice of peace 
of his* goods and chattels, or in default thereof 
committed to gaol until he pays the ſame, one 
moiety to the informer and the other to the uſe of 
the county But appeal lies from the fa ice of s. . 
peace to the ju/tices of the next quarter ſeſſions. 

In all caſes where a certificate is required by this S. 5: 
act, that the perſon marrying is a known proteſtant, 
if any marriage ſhall be made without ſuch certi- 
heate, and it can afterwards be made appear by 
proof, that ſuch perſon was a known proteſtant, 
in ſuch caſe they ſhall not be liable to any forfei- 
tures or penalties in this act. 

If Proteſtant, having real or perſonal eſtate in 24 Ann. ch. 6. 
this kingdom, marry a papiſt, either within this S. 5: 
kingdom, or in any parts out of this kingdom, 
ſuch perſon, being thereof convicted by indict- 
ment or information, ſhall incur the penalties in 
gth Will. 3d. ch. 3. to be tried in any county 
| where offender hath eſtate or chattels real, or in 

the City of Dublin, provided, that the certificate of 
a proteſtant miniſter, by whom any perſon ſhall be 
married out of this kingdom, atteſted by a public 
notary, containing the matter to be certified by 
the ſaid former act by the perſons therein men- 
tioned, ſhall be ſufficient and in lieu of the certi- 
ficate required by ſaid former act. f 

If any perſon above fourteen years of age, after 6th Ann. ch. 

iſt November, 1707, by indirect means allure or 86. 5: % % & 
take away a maid, having ſubſtance in lands or 
goods, or being heireſs and within the age of 
eighteen years, e her parent or guardian, and 
with her conſent contract matrimony with her, or 
if the ſon and heir or other ſon of a perſon having 
„So. per annum in lands or 500. perſonal eſtate, 
or of a perſon deceaſed, ſhall marry before twenty- 
one years of age without conſent of parent or 
C 2 guardian, 
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Sch Anne, ch. 3 


8. 26. 


32th Geo. 1. ch. 
3. S. Is 


MARRIAGE, 


guardian, the popiſb prieſt preſuming to celebrate 
the marriage of any of the perſons aforeſaid, or ce- 
lebrating matrimony between any perſons, knowi 
that at the time of tuch marriage they or either of 
them be of the proteſtant religion, mall, on con- 
viction, be adjudged to be a popiſh regular, and 
{ſhall iuffer all the pains, penalties and forfeitures 
of a _popiſh regular. 
If any a5 prieſt ſhall, after the iſt of Septem- 
ber 1709, be prolecuted for offending contrary to 
the 6th Anne, c. 16, in celebrating matrimony be- 
tween any perſons, knowing at the time of ſuch 
marriage, they or either of them to be proteſtants,- 
and it ſhall appear that the ſaid perſons ſo married, 
or any one of them, was or were a proteſtant or 
proteſtants at the time of the marriage, it ſhall be 
preſumed, allowed and concluded to all intents and 
purpoſes, that the ſaid popiſh prieſt did celebrate 
matrimony between the ſaid perſons, knowing at 
the time of ſuch marriage that they, or one of 
them, were of the 'proteſtant religion, unleſs the 
{aid popiſh prieſt ſhall produce and prove a certifi- 
cate or certificates, under the hand and ſeal or 
hands and ſeals of the miniſter or miniſters of the 
pariſh or pariſhes where the parties fo married did, 


at the time of the ſaid marriage, reſpectively re- 


ſide, certifying that the ſaid perſon or perſons were 
not of the proteitant religion at the time of the ce- 
lebration of ſaid marriage. 

If any popiſh prieſt ſhall, after 25th of April 
1726, take upon him to celebrate any marriage be- 
tween two proteſtants or reputed proteſtants, or 
between a proteſtant or reputed proteitant and a 
papiſt, ſuch popiſh prieſt ſhall be guilty of felony, 
without benefit of clergy or of the ſtatute, 

The juſtices of the peace may ſummon perſons 
ſujpetted to be married by ſuch popiſh prieſt, or to 
have been preſent at the celebration of ſuch marri- 
age, and examine them vpon cath, where, and 
by what perion, and with what torm and cerenio» 
nies ſuch marriage was celebrated, and what reli- 
gion the perſons married profeſſed, and who were 
preſent at ſuch marriage; and if the perſons ſo 


ſummoned neglect to appear, or refuſe to be exa- 


mined, or after examination refuſe to enter into 
recognizance to proſecute, they thall be impriſoned 
| three 


þ 
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1 
7 


M AR RIA G E. 


three years, out if they ſhall ſubmit. to do as afore- 
ſaid, within the three vears, they are then to be 
diſcharged upon ſuch their ſubmiſſion, and doing 


as aforeſaid. 
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No miniſter ſhall, after 25th March 1737, know--gth Geo. 2. ch. 


ingly, in any church or chapel where divine ſer- . > 6. 


vice is celebrated according to the uſage of the 
church of Ireland, publiſh the banns of matrimony 
between any perſons, whereof one is of the pro- 
teſtant and the other of the popiſh religion, nor 
without a certificate from three perſons: of the pa- 
rith. or pariſhes where ſuch banns are publiſhed, 
that the parties ſo. intending to marry, are both of 
the proteſtant, or both of the popiſh, religion; and 
every miniſter offending herein ſhall be liable to 
ſuch eccleſiaſtical cenſure, as he would have been 
by the eccleſiaſtical law of this kingdom for cele- 
brating a clandeſtine marriage, 


After the iſt of May 1746, every marriage cele- 1 


brated by a popiſh prieſt, between a papiſt and any 
perſon who hath been or hath profeſſed him or her- 
ſelf to be a proteſtant, at any time within twelve 
months before ſuch celebration of marriage, or be- 
tween two proteſtants, ſhall be null and void to 
all intents and purpoſes, without any proceſs, judg- 
ment or ſentence of the law whatſoever, 


After 1ſt of May 1750, every popiſh prieſt who gd Geo. s. ch. 
ſhall celebrate any marriage contrary to the 12th 10. S. 3. 


Geo. 1. ch. 3. and be thereof convicted, ſhall be 
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy or of the 
{tatute, and ſuffer death accordingly, although the 
marriage, ſo celebrated by ſuch popiſh prieſt, be 
declared null and void by Igth Geo. 2. ch. 13. 


Geo. 2. 
13+ 8. 1s 


No convert ſhall be juſtice of peace, whoſe wife yth Geo, ad. 8. 


is a papiſt, or who educates any of his children 6. 


under ſixteen years of age in the popiſh religion 
ſuch perſon af bas as a juſtice of peace ſhall, on 
conviction, ſuffer one year's impriſonment and for- 
feit £100. one moiety to the king, the other to the 
proſecutor, and ſhall be for ever incapable of being 
an executor, adminiſtrator, or guardian. 


If any perſon or perſons now or hereafter to be th Geo. 8. ck. 


admitted a barriſter, fix clerk, attorney or ſolicitor, 5: S. 12. 


ſhall marry within this kingdom, or out of the 
ſame, any woman of the popiſh religion, or ſhall 


educate, or permit to be educated, any of his _ 
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dern who are now under fourteen years of age, or 
ſhall be hereafter born, in the popiſh religion, ſuch 
perſon ſo marrying or educating, or permitting any 
of his children to be educated in the popiſh religion, 
ſhall be thenceforth deemed a papiſt, and diſabled 
from being a barrifter, ſix clerk, attorney or ſolici- 
tor, unleſs ſuch perſon fo marrying ſhall, in one 
year after ſuch marriage, procure ſuch wife to be 
converted to the proteſtant religion, and obtain a 
certificate thereof, under the hand and ſeal of the 
biſhop of the dioceſe or archbiſhop of the province, 
or, in their ablence, of the chancellor or vicar-ge- 
neral of ſuch archbiſhop or biſhop, and procure 
ſaid certificate to be inrolled in Chancery. 

If any perſon who ſhall incur any diſability in 
reſpect of marrying a woman of the popiſh religion, 
and not procuring her to be converted to the pro- 
teſtant religion within one year as aforeſaid, ſhall 
ſurvive ſuch wite, {uch dilability ſhall from and 
after her death ceate and determine, 
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Athly. AS TO SELF-DEFENCE. 


ALL papiſts ſhall diſcover and deliver up to a 7th Will, g. ch, 
juſtice of peace or head officer of their place of reſi- 5 S. 1. 


dence, all their arms, armour and ammunition. 
Any two juſtices of the peace, or any chief officer 
of a town corporate, by themſelves or by their war- 
rant, are impowered, from time to time, to ſearch 
for and ſeize all ſuch arms, armour and ammuni- 
tion as ſhall be concealed in any houſe, lodging or 
other places where they ſhall falpe8 an ſuch arms 
armour or ammunition ſhall be concealed, and the 
ſame ſo ſeized preſerve for the king's uſe, and re- 


turn a true account thereof to the Lord Lieutenant, g, ,, 


The ſearch muſt be made between the riſing and 
ſetting of the ſun, other than in cities and their 
ſuburbs, towns corporate, market towns, if it ſhall 
be ſo thought neceſſary, and the warrant for that 
purpoſe do direct and appoint: In caſe ſuch juſtices 
of the peace, or chief officer of town corporate, 
after ſuch ſearch made, ſuſpect that any arms 
armour or ammunition remained concealed, the 

are required to cauſe the perſons ſuſpected of con- 
cealing the ſame to be brought before them, and to 


be examined upon oath concerning the ſame,— 


Every papiſt who ſhall have arms armour or am- 8. 
munition, and not diſcover and deliver up the 
fame, and every other perſon who wittingly ſhall 
have any arms armour or ammunition to the uſe 
of or in trult for ſuch papiſt, and every ſuch perſon 
who, upon demand or ſearch made 2 ſuch arms 
armour and ammunition, ſhall refuſe to declare to 
the juſtices or perſons impowered to ſearch for and 
ſeize the ſame, what arms armour and ammuni— 
tion they, or any other to his knowledge or with 
his privity have, or ſhall hinder the delivery there- 


of to the perſons authoriſed to ſearch for and ſeize 


the ſame, and every other perſon who ſhall refuſe 
to make diſcovery on oath, to be adminiſtered by 
the ſaid juſtices or chief officer of town corporate 
concerning the premiſes, or being ſummoned by 
warrant under the hands of two juſtices of the 

PEACE, 
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8. 7. 


S. 12. 


20th Will. g. 
ch. 8. S. 4. 


S. 3. 


SELF-DEFENCE, 


peace, ſhall, without reaſonable cauſe, refuſe of 
negle& to appear before ſuch juſtices of the peace 
or chief officer to be examined concerning the pre- 
miſſes, ſhall forfeit in manner following, viz. if 
ſuch perſon be a peer or peereſs, he or ſhe ſhall for 
the firſt offence forfeit / 100, and for the ſecond 
offence incur the penalty of a perſon attainted in a 
premunire, and being thereof convicted, ſhall ſut- 
fer puniſhment accordingly; if ſuch perſon be un- 
der the degree of a peer or peereſs, he or ſhe ſhall 
for the firſt offenc* forfeit / 30. and impriſonment 
for one year, and for the ſecond offence incur and 
fuffer the pains and penalties of perſons attainted in 
a premunire :—lf the forfeiture by the peer or 
peereſs, one moiety to go to the king, and the 
other moiety to the proſecutor. —Lord E 
and privy council may, by order of privy council, 
licence any perſon, as he and they ſhall think fit, 
to keep ſuch arms as ſhall be particularly expreſſed 
in ſuch licence, Perſons refuſing the oaths and 
declaration in act mentioned, tendered by a juſtice 


of peace, ſhall be deemed papiſts. Magiſtrates neg- 


lecting or refuſing to execute this act forfeit / 50, 
one moiety to the king, the other to the proſecu- 
tor, and diſabled to act. 

No papiſt or reputed papift ſhall be employed as 


fowler for a proteſtant, or under colour thereof 


ſhall have, keep, carry, or uſe any gun or fire- 
arms; the ſame may be feized by warrant of a 
juſtice of peace, and belongs to the informer, not- 


withſtanding the ſame ſhould be the property of a 


proteſtant. 
The powers in 75th Will. 3. ch. 5. may be exer- 


ciſed by 4 juſtices of the peace and chief officers 


of cities and towns corporate; the penalty for firſt 
offence in peers and peereſſes extended to 7 300. and 
in other perſons to £50. and one year's impriſon- 
ment; ſaid penalties of (300. and / 50. to be di- 
vided between the king and the proſecutor, Juſ- 


tices of the peace for counties, and counties of 


cities, and counties of towns, at Midſummer quar- 
ter ſeſſions yearly, ſhall iſſue warrants to conſta- 
bles and two others in each barony, to ſearch for 
arms armour and ammunition in the poſſeſſion of 


papiſts or other perſons in truſt for them; and e. 
chie 


or his deputy, ſha 


SELF-DEFENCE. 


chief magiſtrate of every city and town corporate, 
not being a uy of a city or county of a town, 
| 


once in a year iſſue his warrant 
to the conſtables of each city or town to ſearch in 
like manner, The chief magiſtrate, or his deputy, 
negleCting ſo to do ſhall forfeit { 10. and every high 
conſtable negleCting to execute ſuch warrant ſhall 
forfeit the ſum of {5. and every petty conſtable 
negleCting to execute ſuch warrant ſhall forfeit £1. 
the ſaid reſpective penalties to be recovered by civil 
bill, by any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame, If 
juſtices neglect to ſearch, after due information 
upon oath, they forfeit (20. recoverable by civil 
bill to the uſe of the perſon ſuing for the ſame— 


No papiſt, or other perſon in truſt for him, ſhall S. 1g. 


for ſale or otherwiſe, keep or have fer or upon any 
pretence whatſoever, any warlike ſtores, ſword 
blades, barrels, locks or ſtocks of guns or fire-arms, 
on penalty, on conviction, of £20. by civil bill to 
the proſecutor, and impriſonment one year, and 


till the (20. be paid. Where any proteſtant ſer- S. 14. 


vant, by the direction, conſent, or privity of his 
popiſh maſter, keeps arms, ſuch maſter ſhall be 
deemed as if he aCtually kept ſuch arms, and ſhall 
ſuffer the penalties that are inflicted on papiſts who 
keep arms, and ſuch ſervant ſhall be ſubject to ſaid 


penalties as if he were a papiſt. All ſuits and pro- s, 15. 
ſecutions for any offence againſt this act ſhall be 


commenced within one year after the offence com- 
mitted, 


E 


One or more juſtice or juſtices of the peace and 15 & 18th 
all ſheriffs and chief magiſtrates of cities and Seo. g. ch. 31. 


towns corporate, within their reſpeCtive juriſdic- 
tions, may, from time to time, as well by night as 
by day, ſearch for and ſeize all arms and ammuni- 
tion belonging to any papiſt not licenced to kee 

the ſame, or in the hands of any perſon in tru 

for a papiſt, and for that purpoſe enter any dwell- 
ing houſe, out-houſe, office, field or other place 
belonging to a papiſt, or to any other perſon where 
ſuch magiſtrate has reaſonable cauſe to ſuſpect any 
ſuch arms or ammunition ſhall be concealed, and 
on ſuſpicion, after ſearch, may ſummon and 


examine on oath, the perſon ſuſpeRed of ſuch con- 
D Papiſt⸗ 


cealment. 


26th Geo. 3. 
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EXERCISE OF RELIGION, 


Papiſts refuſing to deliver or declare ſuch arms 
as they or any with their privity have, or hinder- 
ing the delivery, or refuſing diſcovery on oath, or 
without cauſe neglect to appear on ſummons, to be 
examined before a magiſtrate concerning the ſame, 
ſhall, on conviction, be puniſhed by fine and im- 
priſonment, or ſuch corpor al puniſhment of pillory or 


whipping as the court ſhall in their diſcretion think 


proper, | 

It» ſhall be lawful for the commiſhoners of police 
and diviſional juſtices, or any of them, acting un- 
der this act, to ſearch /uſpetted places within the 
diſtrict for concealed arms, and if they find any 
gun, piſtol, ſword or hanger in the poſſeſſion of 
any one not qualified by law to bear or carry arms, 
it ſhall be lawful, and they are required, to ſeize, 
carry away, break and deſtroy all ſuch arms. 


5thly. AS TO EXERCISE OF RELIGION. 


„d Eliz, ch. 2d. ALL perſons inhabiting within this realm, ſhall 


d. 3. 


ſhall be done, to the ule of the poor of ſaid pariffi. 


diligently and faithfully. having no lawful or rea- 
ſonable excuſe to be abſent, endeavour themſelves 
to reſort to their pariſh church or chapel accuſtomed, 
or, upon reaſonable let thereof, to ſome uſual place 
where common prayer and ſuch ſervice of God as 
in the book of common prayer mentioned ſhall be 
uſed in ſuch time. of let, upon every Sunday and 
other days ordained and uſed to be kept as holy 
days, and then and there to abide orderly and ſo- 
berly during the time of the common prayer, 
preachings, or other ſervice of God there to be uſed 


and miniſtered, upon pain of puniſhment by the 


cenſures of the church, and alſo upon pain that 
every perſon offending ſhall forfeit for every ſuch 


_ offence 129. to be levied off the goods, lands and 


tenements of ſuch offender, by way of diſtreſs, by 
the churchwardens of the parifh where ſuch offence 


All 


: 
4 
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All popiſh archbiſhops, biſhops, vicars-general, gth Will. 3. 
deans, jeſuits, monks, friars, and all other regulat *: S. 14. 
popiſh clergy, and all papiſts exerciſing any eccle- 
fiaſtical juriſdiftion, ſhall depart out of the king- 
dom before the 1ſt of May 1698: If any of the ſaid 
eccleſiaſtical perſons ſhall be at any time after the 12 
ſaid iſt of May 1698, within the kingdom, they 
and every "f them ſhall ſuffer impriſonment until 
he or they ſhall be tranſported beyond ſeas; and if 
any perſon ſo tranſported ſhall return again into 
this kingdom, they and every of them ſhall be 
guilty of high trealon, and ſuffer and forfeit as in 
caſe of high treaſon, 

From and after the 29th of December 1697, nos. 3. 

popiſh archbiſhop, biſhop, vicar-general, dean, 
nor any other papiſt exerciſing eccleſiaſtical juriſ- 
diction, not eſtabliſhed by the laws of this king- 
; dom, jeſuir or friar, ſhall come into this kingdom 
; from any parts beyond the ſeas, on pain of twelve 
months impriſonment, and then to be tranſported. 
And if any ſuch popiſh eccleſiaſtical perſon ſo tran- 
ſported, aal! again return into this kingdom, he 
and they ſo offending ſhall be guilty of high trea- 
ſon and ſuffer accordingly. 

Any perſon who ſhail knowingly harbour, re- S. 4- 
lieve, conceal orentertain any ſuch popiſh eccleſi- 
aſtic ſhall for the firſt offence forfeit 1 20. for the 
ſecond offence C40. and for the third offence all 
his lands of inheritance or freehold during his life, 
and alſo all his goods and chattels, one moiety to 
the king and the other moiety (if not exceeding 
£100.) to the informer; the forteiture for the third 
offence to be recovered by bill, plaint, informa- 
tion or aCtion of debt in any of the courts of record 
at Dublin, or at the aſſizes; as to the ſaid for- 
feitures of {20, and Z40. juſtices of peace, upon 8. 5. 
information on oath, may ſummon the perſons, 
and inquire and leyy the fame by diſtreſs, ſale, or 
otherwiſe, and diſpoſe of one moiety to the informer 
and the other moiety to the treaſurer for the uſe 
of the county; and in default of payment to commit 
to priſon until payment. None ſhall bury in ſup- S. 6- 
preſt monaſtery, abbey or convent not uſed for di- 
vine ſervice, or within the precincts thereof, upon 
pain of C10. from any perſon preſent by order of 
a juſtice of peace, one 3 to the informer 2 

2 the 


— 


1 3 
* 4 
85 
— 
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8. 7. 


8. 91 


S. 10. 


| 2d Ann. ch. 
d. 8. 1. 


S. 2. 


S. 44 
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the other to the uſe of the pariſi From the de- 
ciſion of the ju/tice of peace, an appeal lies to the 
next judges of aſſize, or to the juſtices of peace at 
the next general quarter ſeſſions. 

Juſtices of peace may apprehend and commit all 
popiſh eceleſiaſticks, who remain in this kingdom 
contrary to this act, and ſuppreſs all monaſteries, 
friaries, nunneries, or other popiſh fraternities or 
ſocieties And ſhall give account in writing of 
their proceedings in execution of this act, at the 
next general quarter ſeſſions, to be there entered 
and regiſtered If any juſtice of the peace ſhall 
neglect doing his duty in execution of this act, 
he ſhall forfeit C100. one moiety to the king and 
the other to the informer, and be diſabled from 
ſerving as a juſtice of peace during his life. 

Every clergyman of the popiſh religion, that ſhall 
come into this kingdom at any time after the firſt 
of January, 1703, ſhall be liable to the penalties 
by gth Will. 3d. ch. 1. impoſed on the popiſh 
eccleſiaſticks therein mentioned, and any perſon 
who ſhall knowingly harbour, relieve, conceal, or 
entertain any ſuch clergyman, ſhall be liable to 
the penalties by ſaid act of gth Will. 3d. ch. 1. im- 
poſed on the harbourers, relievers, and concealers 
of the popiſh eccleſiaſticks therein mentioned, to 
be levied in ſame manner Every ſubject to uſe 
hisutmoſtdiligence in apprehending ſuch clergyman 
If any juſtice of the peace ſhall 7 5 doing 
his duty in execution of this act, he ſhall forfeit 
loo. one moiety to the king and the other to the 
informer, and be diſabled from ſerving as a juſtice 
of the peace during his life—Eyery perſon who has 
returned, or come, and offended contrary to ſaid 
act of gth Will. 3d, ch. 1, or who ſhall at any time 
hereafter return, or come into this kingdom con- 
trary to the ſaid act, or to this act, ſhall and may 
be indicted, and tried for ſame in ſuch county 
wherein found and taken, or in any county where 
the king by commiſſion under the great ſeal ſhall 
direct and appoint. 

This act to continue in foree for fourteen years, 
and to the end of next ſeſſion of parliament after 
expiration of ſaid fourteen years - Made perpetual 
by 8th Ann. ch. 3. ſ. 17. 

Whereas 
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Whereas ſuperſtitions of popery are increaſed ad Ann. ch. 6, 


and upheld by pretended ſanctity of places, as St. * 26. 


Patrick's purgatory in county Down, and wells, 
to which pilgrimages are made, by which the pub- 
lic peace is diſturbed and fafety of the government 
hazarded, it is enaCted, that all meetings and aſſem- 
blies for ſuch purpoſe ſhall be adjudged riots and un- 
lawful aſſemblies, and puniſhable as ſuch—and all 
magiſtrates are required to be diligent in putting 
the laws in force againſt all offenders, in the above 
particulars. 


Every perſon pong or aſſembling there, for- S. 27. 


feits, on conviction before a magiſtrate, 10s, one 
moiety to the informer, and the other to the poor, 
and on default of payment to be publicly whipped, 
which is to be inflicted within twenty-four hours 
after order for ſame. Every perſon who at ſuch 
aſſemblies, builds booths, ſells ale, victuals, or other 
commodities, forfeits, on conviction before a ma- 
giſtrate, 20s. to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of the 
goods of offender, and in default of diſtreſs, by 
the impriſonment of the offender till payment, the 
ſaid 20s, to be applied to the ſervice of the public, 
in ſuch manner as the ſeſſions ſhall appoint——- 
And magiſtrates are required to demoliſh all croſſes, 
3 and inſeriptions that are any where pub- 

icly ſet up, and are the occaſions of any popiſh 
ſuperſtitions. 


Popiſh prieſt now in the kingdom, at next ſeſſions 2d Ann. eh. 7. 


after St. John the Baptiſt 1704, ſhall return to 1. 


the clerks of the peace, their names, abode, ages, 
pariſhes, time and place of receiving orders, and 
from whom, and give ſecurity for good behavi- 
our, and not to remove to ether parts of the king- 
dom, under the penalty of tranſportation as a 
regulars, and incurring like penalties upon their 
return into the ſame, as popiſh regulars are liable 
to, under the gth Will, 3d. ch, 1. and the clerks 
of the peace ſhall tranſmit, in ten days after the 
ſeſhons, ſuch return (on pain of / 10.) to the clerk 
of the council, who is to give a receipt without 
fee, (on pain of {20.) and the return, ſo tranſ- 


mitted, may be viewed without fee———Popiſh 8.3 


prieſts neglecting to regiſter purſuant to this act, 


ſhall leave the kingdom before 20th June, 1706, 
r | on 


8. 43 


Ann. ch. 2. 
1. 


8. 8. 


8. 3. 


8th Ann, ch. 3. 
5. 19. 
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on pain of proſecution as popiſh regulars No 
popiſh prieſt ſhall keep or have any popiſh curate, - 
aſſiſt ant, or coadjutor. 

This act to continue in force for five years, and 
until the end of the next ſucceeding parliament, 
and no longer. 

It never was continued, and it is, of courſe, 
expired. a 

Popiſh prieſts, or perſons exerciſing the office of 
popiſh prieſts, other than ſuch prieſts who have ac- 
tually regiſtered purtuant to the 2d Ann. ch. 7. if 
found in this kingdom after 24th fone 1705, ſhall 
be liable to the penalties by gth Will. 3d. ch. 1. 
impoſed on the popiſh eccleſiaſticks therein men- 
tioned Any perſon who ſhall, after 24th June 
1705, knowingly harbour, relieve, conceal, or en- 
tertain any ſuch unregiſtered popiſh prieſt, or per- 
ſon exerciſing the office of popiſh prieſt, ſhall be 
liable to the penalties by gth Will. 3d. ch. 1. im- 
poſed on the harbourers, relievers, and concealers 
of the popiſh ecclefiaſticks therein mentioned, to 
be levied in ſame manner. 

All ſubjects to uſe diligence in apprehending ſuch 
as are not regiſtered If a magiſtrate neglects 
his duty in execution of this act, he forfeits (5. 
one moiety to the king, and the other to the in- 
former. 

This act to continue in force to the 21ſt Sept. 
1708, and to the end of the then next ſeſſions of 
parliament, 


This act made perpetual by the 8th Anne ch. 3. 


ſ. 17. 
No popiſh pariſh prieſt ſhall keep or have any 


popiſh curate, aſſiſtant, or coadjutor, and every 


popiſh pariſh prieſt, that ſhall keep any ſuch popiſh 
curate, aſſiſtant, or coadjutor, ſhall loſe the bene- 
fit of having been regiſtered, and ſhall incur and 
ſuffer all the pains and penalties of a popiſh re- 


gular, and ſhall be proſecuted as ſuch, and every . 
ach popiſh curate, aſſiſtant or coadjutor, ſhall be 


deemed and taken as a popiſh regular, and ſhall be 
proſecuted and proceeded againſt accordingly. 

If any perſon, after the 1ſt of Sept. 1709, ſhall 
diſcover any archbiſhop, biſhop, vicar general, 


dean, jeſuit, monk, friar, or any other regular 


popiſh 
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popiſh clergyman, or any papiſt exerciſing an 
eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, or any ſecular popi 
clergyman who hath not been legally regiſtered, ſo 
as the ſaid regular or ſecular clergyman be appre- 
hended and legally convicted, every perſon mak- 
ing ſuch diſcovery, ſhall receive as a reward for 
the ſame, the ſeveral ſums following, viz. £50. for 
every archbiſhop, biſhop, vicar general, or other 
perſon exerciſing any foreign eccleſiaſtical juriſ- 
diction in this realm, and the ſum of / 20: for each 
regular clergyman and each ſecular clergyman not' 
regiſtered purſuant to the law, to be levied on the 
popiſh inhabitants of the county, where ſuch re- 
gular or ſecular popiſh clergyman did reſpeCtively 
exerciſe ſuch foreign juriſdiction, or officiate as a 
popem prieſt, and ſhall be convicted thereof. 
W 


o juſtices may ſummon any papiſt ſixteen S. 22. 


years old to appear before them in three days at a 
certain time and place not above five miles from 
his habitation lf ſuch papiſt ſhall negle& to 
appear, or appearing, ſhall refuſe to give his teſti- 
mony on oath, where, and when'he heard, or was 
preſent at the celebration of the popiſh maſs, and 
who celebrated the fame, and who, and what per- 
ſons were preſent at the celebration thereof, and 
likewiſe for, and touching the being, reſidence 
and abode of any popiſh regular clergyman, who 
may be diſguiſed, concealed, or itinerant in the 
county, and alſo fully anſwer to all ſuch matters, 
circumſtances, and things for, and touching ſuch 
popiſh perſon offending, within thirty days, con- 
trary to this and the | Son act, to prevent the 
further growth of popery, ſuch papiſt ſhall be im- 
priſoned for one year, unleſs he or ſhe pays a ſum 
not exceeding { 20. to the poor of the pariſh——the 
papiſt ſo examined and confefling, ſhall be diſcharged 
from any penalty by him incurred, by reaſon of 
_—_—_ ſo confeſſed, © was 


opiſh prieſts, regiſtered purſuant to the act for 8. 28. 


that purpoſe, ſhall take the oath of abjuration, be- 
fore 25th March, 17 10, in one of the Four Courts, 
or at ſome quarter ſeſſions held for the place where 
ſuch popiſh prieſts were regiſtered ; upon neglect 
or refufal, and after (ſaid 25th March, 1710, ce- 
lebrating maſs, or officiating as a popiſh 1 
hs uc 
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ſuch popiſh prieſt ſhall incur and ſuffer ſuch penal- 


ties as a popiſh regular clergyman convict is liable 


8. 25. 


giſt & ad 
Geo. 3· ch. 24 
8. 3. 


unto. 

No popiſh prieſt ſhall officiate in any pariſh, ex- 
cept that for which he was regiſtered, under the 
penalties popiſh regular convict is liable to. 

No — eccleſiaſtick, who hath heretofore 
taken and ſubſcribed, or who ſhall hereafter take 
and ſubſcribe the oath of allegiance and declaration, 
preſcribed by 13th and 14th Geo. 3d. in the man- 
ner and form herein ſpecified and ſet forth, and who 
ſhall regiſter his chriſtian and ſurnames, place of 
abode, age, and pariſh, if he have a pariſh, and 
the time and place of his firſt and every other 
popiſh orders, and from whom he received them, 
with the regiſter of the dioceſe where his place of 
abode is, ſhall, after the paſſing of this act, be 
ſubject to any of the penalties, incapacities, or diſ- 
abilities mentioned in gth Will. 3. ch. 1. 2d Ann. 


ch. 3. 2d Ann. ch. 6, 2d Ann, ch. 7. 4th Ann. ch. 


8. 4 


6. 0. 


2. 8th Ann, ch. 3. 

No benefit to regular popiſh clergy, who ſhall 
not be in the kingdom at the time of paſſing of this 
act, nor to any regular popiſh clergy then in this 
kingdom who ſhall not have taken and ſubſcribed 
the ſaid oath and regiſtered his name and additions 
fix months after the paſſing of this act, nor to any 
popiſh eccleſiaſtick, who ſhall not upon his change 
of place of abode, or of popiſh orders, or remoyal 
from the pariſh which he had ſo returned, and 
as often as it ſhall ſo happen, make a return of 
ſuch change and removal within ſix months after 
it ſhall happen, to the then regiſter of the dioceſe, 
where he had originally regiſtered his name and 
additions as aforeſaid, 

No benefit to any popiſh eccleſiaſtick, who ſhall 
officiate in any church or chapel with a ſteeple or 
bell, or at any funeral in any church or church- 
yard, or who ſhall exerciſe any of the rites or ce- 
remonies of the popiſh religion, or wear the habits 


of their order, ſave within their ſeveral places of 


worſhip, or in private houſes, or who ſhall uſe any 
ſymbol or mark of eccleſiaſtical dignity or autho- 
ritys or aſſume or take any eccleſiaſtical rank or 
title whatſoever. | N 
0 
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No benefit to any popiſh eccleſiaſtick, who ſhall 8. 8. 
procure, incite, or perſuade any proteſtant to be- 
come a papiſt, 58 

All and every the regiſters of the different dio- 8. 5. 
ceſes through the kingdom, ſhall enter the names 
and additions of ſuch popiſh eceleſiaſticks in a ſe- 
parate and diſtinct roll, to be by them kept in their 
reſpective offices, there to remain—and, on every 
firſt of January in every year, ſhall tranſmit copies 
of ſuch returns made in the preceding year to the 
yrs of the privy council, upon pain of forfeiting 

100. | | 
Ss much of 8th Ann. ch. 3. as ſubjects any papiſt 8. g. 
to fine and impriſonment, on his refuſal to appear 
and teſtify on oath before two juſtices of the peace, 
where, and when he heard the popiſh maſs cele- 
brated as the ſame is uſual in the church of Rome, 
and alſo the names of the perſons celebrating and 
preſent at it, and the reſidence of any popiſh ec- 
cleſiaſtick, is hereby repealed, .. 

Convert prieſt to have for maintenance £20. ,4 Ann. ch. 7. 
yearly, during reſidence in the county in which he S. . 
conformed, till otherwiſe provided for, levied on 
the county, as money charged by juries, and paid 
by moieties, and ſuch convert publicly to read the 
liturgy of the Church of Ireland, in the Engliſh or 
Iriſh tongue, in ſuch places and at ſuch times as 
the archbiſhop or biſhop ſhall direct. 

This act to continue for five years, and until the 
end of the next enſuing parliament, and is long ex- 
pired. | res kl as | 

The maintenance for convert prieſt increaſed to 24 Ann. ch. g. 
£49. a year—ſuch convert to read as aforeſaid, 5+ 18. 

This act revived and continued eleven pun by 
31ſt Geo. 2d. ch. 9. . 1, and to the end of the 
then next ſeſſion of parliament - and by Iith and 
12th Geo, 3d. ch. 19. f. 11. revived and continued 
for eleven years, and to the end of the then next 
ſeſſion of parliament—and is now expired, | 
The maintenance for convert prieſt increaſed to ,,, and 2th 
(40. per annum—ſuch convert required to read Geo. 3. ch. j. 
once every week, the common prayer or liturgy of S. 1. 
the Church of Ireland, and preach in the Englih 
tongue in ſuch places and at ſuch times as arch- 


E This 
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This act to continue in force ſeven years from 
24th June, 1772, and to the end of the then next 
ſeſſion of parliament—and is now expired, 

:9th and ao From and after 24th June, 1780, every popiſh 
Geo. ch. 39. prieſt who hath heretofore conformed to the pro- 
teſtant religion, or who ſhall become a proteſtant 
during the continuance of this act, and ſhall 
be approved of as a convert, and ſhall be re- 
ceived into the church by the archbiſhop or biſhop 
of the dioceſe wherein he reſided and officiated 
as a Romiſh prieſt, and who ſhall conform himſelf 
to the Church of Ireland as by law eſtabliſhed, and 
who ſhall have taken the oaths and ſubſcribed the 
declarations in ſuch manner as the conformable 
clergy are obliged to do, at any quarter ſeſſions, 
ſhall have as maintenance (40. yearly; to be paid 
to them by the treaſurer of the county wherein he 
officiated when a popiſh prieſt, by two equal pay- 
ments on every 25th of March, and 29th of Sep- 
tember, during his reſidence in ſuch county, until 
he ſhall be provided for by ſome ecclebaſtical bene- 
fice or licenſed curacy of the ſame or greater 
value, ſubject nevertheleſs to ſuſpenſion or depri- 
vation by the archbiſhop or biſhop of the dioceſe 
wherein he ſhall reſide in like manner as the in- 
terior clergy are ſubjeCt to, and provided that ſuch 
convert prieſt ſhall publicly read once a week, the 
common prayer, or liturgy of the church of Ire- 
Jand, and preach in the Engliſh tongue, in ſuch 
places and at ſuch times as archbiſhop or WI of 


the dioceſe thall direct Said / 40. levied off the 
inhabitants of the County of the City or Town, 
where ſuch prieſt reſided, or officiated before con- 
formity, in like manner as money is levied, that 
is charged upon the /i, Counties, or Caun- 
ties of Cities or Towns, and to be paid ſuch 
prieſt by equal partst———And grand juries at 
Jpring and ſummer aſſizes in counties, and in 
County and County of the City of Dublin at 
Eaſt-r and Michaelmas terms, ſhall preſent { 20, 
as the half yearly maintenance, or the ſum of 
4 8 as the yearly maintenance of ſuch convert 
prieſt. 
This act may continue for ſeyen years and to the 


end of the then next ſeſſion of parliament, 
2 
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This act revived and continued to the 24th of 29th and goth 
June, 1796, and to the end of the next ſeſſion, er, ch. 4. 
The receiving into the church conforming ptieſt, S. 12. 
as in ſaid act is mentioned, by any archbiſhop or 
biſhop of this kingdom, ſhall be deemed as eſſec- 
tual for entitling ſuch! prieſt ro the maintenance in 
ſaid act mentioned, as if he had been ſo received 
by the archbiſhop or biſhop of the dioceſe, wherein 
he refided and officiated as a Romiſh prieſt. l 
Not to extend to entitle ſuch conforming prieſt s. 13. 
to any maintenance, ſave only from that coun 
wherein he laſt officiated as a popiſh prieſt before 
the time of his conformity, 8 
If any perſon ſhall ſeduce, perſuade, or pervert ad Ann. ch. 6, 
any perſon or perſons profeſſing, or that ſhall & 
profeſs the proteſtant religion, to renounce, for- 
fake, or abjure the fame, and to profeſs the po- 
piſh religion, or reconcile him or them to the 
Church of Rome, then and in ſach cafe, eve 
ſuch perſon fo ſeducing as alfo every fuch proteſ- 
tant who ſhall be ſo ſeduced, perverted, and re- 
conciled to popery, ſhall, on conviction, incur 
the danger and penalty of præmunire mentioned 


in the ſtatute of præmunire, made in England 
in 16th Rich, 2d, 


Ex  G6thly ENJOY- 


ad 


Ann. ch. 6. 


S. 3. 


( 28 ) 


bthly. ENJOYMENT AND DISPOSITION 
OF PROPERTY, 


FROM and after the iſt of May, 1703, upon 
bill filed in Chancery, by or on behalf of a child 
or children of a popiſh parent, profeſſing, or de- 
ſirous or willing to be inſtructed in the proteſtant 


religion, againſt ſuch popiſh parent, it ſhall and 


may be lawful for ſaid court to make ſuch order 
for the maintenance of every ſuch proteſtant child, 
not maintained by ſuch popiſh parent, ſuitable to 
the degree and ability of ſuch popiſh parent, and 
to the age of ſuch child, and a//o for the portion of 
every ſuch proteſtant child, to be paid at the deceaſe 
of ſuch popiſh parent, as that court ſhall adjudge fit, 
ſuitable to the degree and ability of ſuch parent, 
In caſe the eldeſt ſon and heir of ſuch popiſh pa- 
rent ſhall be a proteſtant, then from the time of 
the enrollment in the court of Chancery of a cer- 
tificate of the biſhop of the dioceſe in which he 
ſhall inhabit, teſtifying his being a proteſtant, and 
conforming himſelf to the church of Ireland, ſuch 
papiſt parent ſhall become only tenant for life of all 
the real eſtate, whereof ſuch popiſh parent ſhall be 


then ſeized in fee or fee tail, and the reverſion in 


fee ſhall be then veſted in ſuch eldeſt ſon being a 
proteſtant, ſubject nevertheleſs to all ſuch debts 
and real incumbrances at he time of the inrollment 
of ſuch certificate charging ſuch eſtate, and ſub- 
ject alſo to ſuch maintenances and portions for the 
other children, as well prote/lants as papiſis, of ſuch 
Popiſh parent then born or after to be born, as the 
ſaid court of Chancery in manner aforeſaid ſhall 
order for them reſpectively, ſuch portions not to 
exceed the value of one-third part of the inheritance 
of ſuch eſtate, which ſhall be held and enjoyed ac- 
cordingly, diſcharged of all voluntary ſettlements 
made by ſuch parent, and 4% of all ſales and incum- 
brances made by him after ſuch inroilment of ſuch certi- 
ficate 3 and the court of Chancery ſhall take care 
that diſtinct rolls be kept for inrollment of ſuch cer- 

| tificates, 
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tificates, which ſhall publicly hang vp or lie in 
the public office belonging to ſaid court 2 that pur- 
poſe by ſaid court to be appointed. 

All lands whereof any papiſt now is or hereafter. 10. 
ſhall be ſeized in fee or in fee tail, ſhall, from hence- 
forth, ſo long as any papi/t ſhall be ſeized of the 
ſame in fee or fee tail, be of the nature of gavel- 
kind, if not fold, aliened or diſpoſed of by ſuch papiſt 
in his life, for good and valuable conſideration of 
money really and bona fide paid, and if the eldeſt ſon 
be a papiſt, ſhall deſcend to all the ſons and fo to 
their ſons, for want of ſons to daughters, for want 
of ſuch iſſue among collaterals of kin to the father, 
for want of ſuch kindred among collaterals of kin 
to the mother, notwithſtanding any grant, ſetile- 
ment or diſpoſition, by will or otherwiſe, that ſhall be 
made by ſuch papiſi, other than ſuch ſale, alienation 
or diſpoſition for money really and bona fide paid as 
[2 aforeſaid ; ſubject nevertheleſs to all ſuch debts and 
(3 real incumbrances at the time of the deceaſe of 
x ſuch papiſt charging ſuch eſtate, and alſo ſubject tos. 11. 
1 ſuch reaſonable maintenances and portions as ſuch pa- 
þi/t ſhall charge thereon for his daughters: But if the &. us. 
eldeſt fon or heir at law of ſuch papiſt be a proteſ- 
tant at the death of ſuch papiſt, ſuch certificate of 
ſuch eldeſt ſon being a proteſtant not having been 
inrolled in the life of ſuch papiſt, the lands whereof 
ſuch papiſt ſhall be ſo ſeized ſhall deſcend to ſuch 
eldeſt ſon or heir at law according to the rules of, 
the common law, ſo as ſuch certificate of the 
biſhop be inrolled within three, months after the 
death of ſuch papiſt charging ſuch eſtate; and if 
the eldeſt ſon or heir at law of ſuch papiſt, 
being twenty-one years of age at the death of ſuch 
papiſt, ſhall become a proteſtant and conform to the 
church of Ireland within one year after the death of 
ſuch papiſt, or being then under the age of twen- 
ty one years, ſhall within one your after he ſhall 
attain that age, become a proteſtant and conform 
to.the church of Ireland, then from inrollment in 
the court of Chancery of the certificate of the 
biſhop of the dioceſe, in which he ſhall inhabit, 
teſtifying his being a proteſtant and conforming as 
aforeſaid, in manner aforeſaid, ſuch inrollment 
being made within the year aforeſaid, he ſhall have 
the whole real eſtate of ſuch papiſt, as he might 

have 
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have if he had been a proteſtant at the time of the 
death of ſuch papiſt, notwithſtanding any grant, 
ſettlement or di poſition by will or othertiſe that thall 
be made by ſuch papiſt, other than ſuch ſale, 
alienation or diſpoſition for money really .nd boa 
fie paid as aforeſaid ; ſubject nevertlieleſs to ſuch 
debts and real incumbrances at the death of ſuch 
papiſt charging the eſtate; and in every caſe where 
fuch eldeſt fon ſhall be intitled as aforeſaid, by rea- 
fon of his being a proteſtant, ſuch real eftate ſhall 
be chargeable and charged with fuch maintenance 
and portions for the daugbte t and younger ſons of 
fuch papiſt as the court of Chancery Fall direct 
and appoint to be raifed for them, ſuch portions not 
to exceed the value of one third of ſuch eſtate. 
84 Debts and incumbrances on eſtate of papiſt before 
the firſt of February, 1703, ſhall, before the iſt 
of June, 1704, be inrolled in the Exchequer, 
thoſe after ſaid firſt of February, 1703, in fix 
months after making thereof; faid rolls to be kept 
in ſome public office belonging to the ſaid court; 
in default of inrollment, the lands, while belong- 
ing to a proteſtant, not to be charged, 
Where any papiſt claims any ad vowſon, or right 
of preſentation to any eccleſiaſtical benefice, or 
where any proteſtant claims ſame in truſt for a pa- 4 
piſt, ſuch advowlſon or right of preſentation ſhall 4 
be ipſe facto veſted in the crown, according to ſuch | 
eſtate as ſuch papiſt has in the ſame, until ſuch 
papiſt or his heir ſhall take the oath and ſubſcribe 
the declaration and abjuration in this act mention- 
ed, and conform to the proteſtant religion. 
Ah Anne, ch. 3. Where and as often any child or children of any 
6. 26. popiſh parent or parents hath or have heretofore 
profeſſed or conformed him her or themſelves unto, 
or ſhall hereafter conform him her or themſelves to 
the proteſtant religion as by law eſtabliſhed, and 
inroll in Chancery a certificate of the biſhop of the 
dioceſe in which he ſhe or they ſhall inhabit or re- 
fide, teftifying his her or their being a proteſtant or 
proteſtants, and conforming his her or theinſelves to 
the church of Ireland as by law eſtabliſhed, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the court of Chancery, upon 
a bill founded upon this act, to oblige the Faidpopiſh 
parent or parents to diſcover upon oath the full va- 
lue of all his her or their eſtate, as well perſonal as 
| real 


real, clear over and above all real incumbrances 
and debts contracted bona fide for valuable conſider- 
ation before the enrollment of ſuch certificate, and 4 
thereupon to make ſuch order for the ſupport and 
maintenance of ſuch proteſtant child or children by 
the diſtribution of the ſaid real and perſonal eſtate 
to and among ſuch proteſtant child or children for 
the preſent ſupport of ſuch proteſtant child or chil- 
dren, and als to and for the portion or portions, and 
future maintenance or maintenances of ſuch proteſtant 
child or children, after the deceaſe of ſuch popiſh 
parent or parents, as the ſaid court ſhall judge fit, 
notwithſtanding any fraudulent gift or ſale, or vo- 
luntary diſpolition, or any voluntary charge or in- 
cumbrance by ſtatute-ſtaple, judgment, bond, deviſe, 
or otherwiſe, made, entered into, acknowledged, 
ſuffered or done, after the enrollment in Chance 
of the ſaid certificate, provided ſuch order and ail 
tribution among the proteſtant children of ſuch 
piſh parent ſhall not exceed one-third of the per- 
ſonal and real eftate, for the maintenance and ſupport 
of ſuch proteſtant child or children during the I. ife of 
ſuch popiſh parent. 

Whereas ſuch popiſh parents do frequently ſet up &. + 
fraudulent ſettlements and incumbrances, and make 
fraudulent leaſes at low rents, to make their eſtate 
real and perſonal appear ſmall and of little value, 
in order to deprive fuch of their children as ſhall 
become proteſtants of a reaſonable ſupport and 
maintenance, and whereas the eſtate of ſuch po- 
Piſh parents may increaſe after ſuch portions and 
allowances made by the court of Chancery, it is 
enacted, that notwithſtanding any decree for por- 
tion and maintenance made up or inrolled, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the court of chancery, upon 
a new bill or bills founded on this act (by which 
it ſhall be diſcoyered and made appear that the 
eſtate real or perſonal of ſuch popiſh parents was 
much greater than at the time of the decree it ap- 
peared to be, or that ſuch popiſh parents had in- 
creaſed or improved the ſame), to increaſe or aug- 
ment ſuch portion or maintenance formerly decreed or 
allowed to ſuch proteſtant children of ſuch popith 
— according to the value of the eſtate real 
or perſonal of ſuch parents at the time of ſuch new 
bill or bills preferred. but if it ſhall appænr to the — bo 

court, 


1.6. 


S. 7. 
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court, that ſuch new bill or bills are groundleſs and 
vexatious, then the ſaid court ſhall diſmiſs ſame, 
and award full coſts to the defendant to be levied 
as coſts in other caſes are uſually levied. 15 

All and every ſettlement and ſettlements, fine 
and fines, common recovery and recoveries, and 
other conveyances, had or made ſince the firſt of Ja- 
nuary, 1703, of any lands, tenements, or heredi- 
taments in this kingdom by papiſt or papiſts, or by 
any proteſtant or proteſtants who turned papiſts at 
any time ſince the - firſt of January, 1703, or = 
any papiſt, together with his then proteſtant wite 
who hath turned papiſt, whereby any proteſtant or 
proteſtants are barred of any eſtate in reverſion or 
remainder, whereunto ſuch proteſtant or proteſtants 
was or were intitled at the time of levying ſuch 
fine or fines, or ſuffering ſuch recovery or recove- 
ries, or making ſuch conveyances, ſhall, as to ſuch 
proteſtant or proteſtants, be null and void not 
to extend to impeach or avoid any purchaſe or mort- 
gage, eſtate or incumbrance, really and bona fide 
made for full and valuable confideration to any pro- 
teſtant or proteſtants - ſubject nevertheleſs to all 
ſuch debts and real incumbrances at the time of the 
deceaſe of ſuch papiſt charging ſuch eſtate, as the 
ſame would have been ſubje& to upon the deſcent 
thereof according to the true intent and _—_ 
of the ſaid act 2d Ann, ch. 6. and this act an 
provided that every ſuch proteſtant in remainder 
or reverſion as aforeſaid ſhall have the right, condi- 
tion, or equity of redemption of all and every ſuch 
mortgages or incumbrances. 

The gavel clauſe in 2d Anne, ch. 6. f. 10. ſhall 
be deemed to take effect from the firſt day of that 
ſeſſion of parliament—and all ſettlements, bargains, 
and ſales, releaſes, feoffments, and other convey- 
ances whatſoever, and all fines and recoveries, made, 
executed, levied or ſuffered by any papiſt, of any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, ſince ſaid firſt 
day of that ſeſſion of parliament, to eluce the ſaid 
act, or which may any way prevent or hinder ſuch 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, from deſcend- 
ing or going in gavel-kind, or to the eldeſt ſon of 
any papiſt, turning proteffant, according to the 
true intent of ſaid act, ſhall be null, void, and of 


none effect not to extend to any lands, tene- 


ments 
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ments or hereditaments, ſold, aliened, diſpoſed of 
or ſettled, after the 21½ of September, 1703, and be- 
fore the 25th of March, 1704, for good and valu- 
able conſideration of marriage, or of money bona fide 
paid, or to ſuch reaſonable maintenances and por- 
tions for daughters and younger children as ſuch 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, were, are, or 
ſhall be charged with according to the, ſaid act; 
but that ſuch ſales, diſpoſitions, or ſettlements, ſhall 
ſtand and remain of force for the benefit of the ſe- 
veral purchaſers of ſaid lands, tenements, and he- 
reditaments, and of the perſons parties to the ſaid 
marriage or marriage articles, and of ſuch woman 
as ſhall have any jointure ſettled on her in conſider- 
ation of ſuch marriage, and of the iſſue of ſuch 
marriage, according to the ſcope and intent of ſuch 
marriage ſettlement, and for the benefit of no other 
perſon whatſoever. RE 5 ez 


If any woman who was a papiſt at the time of S. 14. 


her marriage with a popiſh huſband, who hath any 
power reſerved to him on any ſettlement, making 
him tenant for life, to limit or appoint any join- 
ture on ſuch wife, and yet hath not or ſhall not exe- 
cute ſuch power in his life-time, if ſuch woman 
ſhall become a proteſtant, and enroll a certificate 
thereof from the biſhop of the dioceſe, and alſo re- 
ceive the ſacrament according to the church of 
Ireland, ſhe ſhall, if ſhe ſurvives her huſband, 
Have and enjoy ſuch proviſion as the court of Chan- 

cery, upon a bill grounded upon this act, ſhall 
think reaſonable, not exceeding the power reſerved 
in ſuch ſettlement. . 


Such popiſh wife or wives of ſuch popiſh huſ- S. 15: 


band or huſbands, who is or are now become a 
proteſtant or proteſtants, or ſhall hereafter become 
a proteſtant or proteſtants in the life of ſuch popiſh 
huſband or huſbands, ſhall have and receive ſuch 
proportion or ſhare (not being otherwiſe provided 
for by virtue of any agreement before marriage, or 
by reaſon of dower or jointure, or other eſtate, 
charge or intereſt out of the freehold and inherit- 
ance of ſuch huſband before or after ſuch marriage) 
of the chattels, real and perſonal of her or their po- 
Piſh huſband or huſbands, whereof he or they ſhall 
die poſſeſſed of or entitled unto, as the Court of 
Chancery ſhall, on a bill to be preferred by ſuch 

F widow 
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widow or widows, grounded on this act, think 
reaſonable, not exceeding one-third part, after 
debts and funeral expences, notwithſtanding any 
will or voluntary alienation or diſpoſition to be 
made by ſuch popith huſband or huſbands to the 
contrary, and notwithſtanding the 7th Will. 3. en- 
titled, „ An Act for the hetter ſettling inteſtatc's 
eſtates,” to the contrary in anywiſe. 

No convert deemed proteſtant within the inten- 
tion of this act, or the act of 2 Anne, ch. 6. not- 
withſtanding a biſhop's certificate, unleſs in ſix 
months after declaring himſelf or themſelves pro- 
teſtants, or in ſix months after attaining eighteen, 
or thoſe who Have already been converted, do be- 
fore 25th of December 1709, or in three months 
after he or they ſhall return into this kingdom, in 
caſe he or they be now out of the kingdom, take 
and receive the ſacrament according to the church 
of Ireland, and make and ſublcribe the declaration 
purſuant to the 2d Anne, ch. 6. and take the oath of 
abjuration, and ſhall file certificate thereof in one 
of the four courts, in manner as a biſhop's certifi- 
cate is to be filed, 

Such perſons as have obtained the biſhop's certi- 
ficaie of conformity, and after the obtaining the 
fame, have profeſſed the proteſtant religion, and 
have continued proteſtants, and Have not perform- 
ed all the other legal requiſites of conformity, and 
ſhall perform the ſame before the 25th of March 
1763, ſhall from time of conformity from popiſh to 
proteſtant religion, be deemed to be proteſtants of 
the eſtabliſhed church to all intents and purpoſes, 
Provided nothing herein contained ſhall bar, defeat, 
or prejudice any judgment or decree obtained by 
any perſon, or any ſuit commenced before the 25th 
of March 1762, and now depending. Continued 
to 1ſt December 1765, by 3d Geo. 3. ch. 3. ſ. 26.— 
continued to 1ſt December 1767, by 5th Geo. 3. 
ch. 16. ſ. 5.—to 1ſt October 1768, 127 7th Geo. 
3. ch. 20. 1. 17.— to 24th June 1772, and to the 
end of the then next ſeſſion of parliament, by 11th 
Geo. 3. ch. 1. ſ. 6.—for fix years and from thence 
to the end of the then next ſeſſion of parliament, 
by 11th and 12th Geo. 3. ch. 3. ſ. 7.—to the 24th 
June 1791, and to the end of the then next 2 
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ſion 7 parliament, by 19th and 20th Geo. 3. ch. 
14. 1. 2. | 

From and after the 1ſt of June 1782 any perſon 2: and 22d 
ſhall be deemed a proteſtant to all intents and pur- * 4 — 6 
poſes, who ſhall, on a Sunday, at the time of di- ' ' * © 
vine ſervice, take the ſacrament according to the 
church of Ircland, from the hands of the miniſter 
or curate of any pariſh in this kingdom, and ſhall 
before ſuch miniſter or curate, in the houſe of ſuch 
miniſter or curate, or other convenient place make 
and ſubſcribe the declaration purſuant to the 2d 
Anne, ch. 6. and alſo take from ſuch miniſter or 
curate, the oaths of allegiance, ſupremacy and ab- 
juration, and ſhall file in the court of Chancery a 
certificate, under the hand and ſeal of ſuch miniſter 
or curate, of his or her having performed the ſaid 
ſevera! requiſites in fix months after having received 
the ſacrament, or in ix months after eighteen years 
of age, if the perſon conforming be under that age 
at time of conformity, the miniſter - or curate to 
keep a roll of parchment containing ſaid declara- 
tion and oaths, from which roll ſaid declaration 
ſhall be read and ſaid oaths adminiſtered, and being 
ſo adminiſtered and read, the perſon ſo conforming 
ſhall ſign the ſame reſpectively. 

No fale for full and valuable confideration of iſt Geo. g. ch. 
lands, or any eſtate or intereſt therein, by reputed “ ,s. 
owner or perſon in reccipt of the rents, heretofore 
made to and merely for benefit of proteſtants, thall 
be impeached for or upon pretence of any of the 
the diſabilities, incapacities or forfeitures impoſed 
or mentioned in or by the acts made to prevent the 
further growth of popery, or in or by the act of 
I9th Geo. 2. ch. 7. provided that nothing herein 
Hall affect any judgment or decree obtained, or 
any ſuit at law or in equity inſtituted, on or before 
the 2d of March 1762, for the recovery of ſuch 
lands or eſtate or intereſt therein. | 

No proteſtant title heretofore derived from a con- Ch. 13. f. 1. 
vert by purchaſe or otherwiſe, affected by ſuch 
convert's not performing legal requiſites of confor- 
mity if he obtained a biſhop's certificate, and con- 
tinued a proteſtant. 

Title, poſſeſſion, eſtate or intereſt of proteſtants zd Geo. g. ch. 
in or to any lands, ſhall not be avoided or impeached 26. f. 1, 8. 
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by the aid of the popery laws, by colour of any 
rg which accrued twenty years before the firſt 
of this ſeſſion; if no ſvit has been commenced with- 
in that time, and ſome perſon of full age, ſound 
memory, out of priſon, in this kingdom, and diſ- 
covert, who might have ſued for the ſame, hath 
been in being within that time. The title, eſtate 
or intereſt of any proteſtant to lands derived by 
purchaſe from any convert or reputed convert from 
popery, or from any reputed proteſtant, ſhall not 
be avoided or impeached by the aid of any of ſaid 
laws. Extended by 13th & 14th Geo. 3. ch. 25: 
to the firſt day of the then ſeſſion of parliament — 
revived and continued to the 24th of June 1790, 
and to the end of the then next ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, by 175th & 18th Geo. 3. ch. 36. ſ. 10. 
No papiſt ſhall, after the 2oth of January 1695 
be capable to have or keep in his poſſeſſion, or in 
the poſſeſſion of any other perſon to his uſe, any 
horſe, gelding or mare, which ſhall be of the value 
of { 5. any proteſtant diſcovering, on oath, to any 
two juſtices of the peace, or chief magiſtrate of any 
City, town corporate, that any ſuch horſe be in the 
poſſeſſion of a papiſt, or of any perſon in truſt for 
Kim, may, with a conſtable and aſſiſtant appointed 
by ſuch juſtices or magiſtrate, in the day time, 
ſearch for and ſecure ſuch horſe, and in caſe of 
oppoſition, break open any door, and bring ſaid 
horſe before ſuch juſtices or chief magiſtrate, 
and on paying or making tender, before ſuch juſ- 
tices or chief magiſtrate, of £5. 5s. to the owner 
of ſuch horſe, or in his ablence to the juſtice or 
magiſtrate, to the uſe of ſuch owner, ſhall have 
the property of ſuch horſe, as if bought in market 
overt, 
If any perſon conceal, or be aiding in the con- 
cealing ſuch horſe, and be thereof convicted by 
the oaths of two witneſſes, before any juſtice of the 
peace of the county where ſuch horle ſhall be con- 
cealed, he ſhall be impriſoned three months, and 
forfeit treble the value of ſuch horſe, which value 
is to be ſettled by the ſeſſions. | | 
Papiſts may keep ſtud mares and ſtallions, and 
their breed under the age of five years—not to hin- 
der the Lord Lieutenant from ſeizing and ſecuring 
any 
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any horſe, mare or gelding belonging to a papiſt, 8. ab. 
upon any invaſion likely to happen, or in caſe o 
inteſtine war broke out or likely to break out. In 
caſe the Lord Lieutenant ſhall order any horſe or 
mare ſo ſeized, to be delivered back to the owner, 
the perſon having or keeping ſuch horſe or mare in 
his cuſtody, by the authority aforeſaid, may keep 
or detain the ſame, until the owner pays 6d. for 
every night ſaid perſon did keep ſuch horſe or mare, 
by virtue of the authority aforeſaid. 

The above acts of 5th Will. 4. ch. 5. ſ. 10, 11. 
and 8th Anne, ch. 3. ſ. 3 5) 36. repent by 21ſt 
& 22d Geo. 3. ch. 24. f. 1 

Civil officers, as often as the ſafety of the king- ad Ons 1. th, 
dom requires it, may be impowered, by proclama- 9. 
tions, to ſeize horſes of papiſts (except breeding 
mares, ſtallions and horſes under four years old) 
and detain them ten days, during which time any 

rſon ſerving in the militia, may pay £5. to 
Eier for the uſe of the owner (the charge of ſeizing 
and keeping ſuch horſes deducted) and the pro- 
perty of any horſe thereby abſolutely veſted in the 
militia-man; but if no ſuch ſum is paid within the 
time aforeſaid, the horſe ſhall be returned to the 
owner, he paying the charges of ſeizing and keep- 
ing it. Papiſts on proof of having horſes at the 8. n. 
time of proclamation, or a month before, ſhall pro- 
duce them on demand, on refuſal within three 
days (unleſs bona fide diſpoſed of before informa- 
tion) he ſhall be committed till payment of / 10. 
one moiety to the informer, and the other to the 
uſe of the militia of the barony in which ſuch pa- 

Piſt ſhall dwell. 

Papiſt houſe-keepers to find a fit proteſtant to $+ 16. 
ſerve in militia in his ſtead, on refuſing he forfeits 
double the ſum a proteſtant would forfeit, in caſe 
he refuſed to attend the ſervice of the militia in his 
own perſon, or by a ſufficient man in his ſtead, 
when thereto lawfully required. | 

Papiſts to pay toward the militia double to what S. 18. 
the proteſtant pays. 

This act of the 2d Geo. 1. ch. 9. is expired. 

Juſtices of aſſize and juſtices vf ſeſſions for the 6th Geo. r. ch. 
county of Dublin, may, for encouragement of the 11. f. 4. 
militia drawn out on days appointed, by preſent- 

ment 


38 


Sh Geo. x, ch. 
10. i. 5. 


15th & 28th 


Geo. 3. ch. 49. 
2. 


3. 3. 


ENJOYMENT OF PROPERTY. 


ment of the grand jury, levy 204. on each of ſaid 
days, on the popiſh inhabitant» of the county, for 
refreſhment of each company. This a#t is expired. 

Lord Lieutenant may, when neceſſary, require 
that the pariſh watches in this kingdom ſhall be 
kept in the ſeveral pariſhes by proteſtant watchmen 
only, then, when it ſhall come to the turn of a 
papiſt to watch, ſuch papift ſhall provide a proteſ- 
tant to be approved of by a juſtice of peace, in de- 
fault, the juſtice may appoint a proteſtant, and levy 
12d. each night on the papiſt, by the diftreſs and 
fale of his goods, and pay it to ſuch proteſtant. 

80 much of the ſaid act as ſubjects ſuch papiſt to 
the penalty is repealed by 21ſt & 22d Geo. 3. ch. 
24. l. 12. 

Robberies by privateers during war with a popiſh 
prince, and loſſes thereby ſuſtained, ſhall be pre- 
ſented next aflizes for the county, by the grand 
jury, after due notice given thereof, according to 
the laws, already in being in caſes where perſons 
are robbed, and after ſuch preſentment made, ſuch 
orders thall be made at ſuch aſſizes for reimburſing 
them their loſſes, and for levying the ſame on the 
lands, tenements and hereditaments, goods and 
chattels of all the popiſh inhabitants of the county 
where ſuch robbery ſhall be commit: ed, in the ſame 
manner as money is to be levied for robberies by 
tories, robbers or rapparees, who are papiſts, by 
any law now in force. 

, This is repealed by 21ſt & 22d Geo. 3. ch. 24. 

11. 

All lands, tenements and hereditaments where- 
of any papiſt or perſon profeſſing the popiſh religion 
is now ſeiſed, or ſhall be ſei ſed, by virtue of a 
title legally derived by, from or under ſuch perſon 
or perſons now ſeiſed in fee ſimple or fee tail, whe- 
ther at law or in equity, ſhall from and after the firſt 
of Auguſt 1778, be deſcendable, deviſeable, and 
transferable, as fully, beneficially, and effectually 
as if the ſame were in the ſeiſin of any other of his 
majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom. 

From and afte the iſt of November 1778, the 
conformity of the eldeſt ſon, and the filing of the 
biſhop's certificate, and performing the requiſites 
by that act or any other act required in that re- 

ſpect, 


| ENJOYMENT OF PROPERTY. 39 


ſpect, ſhall not affect or alter the eſtate of any po- 
piſh parent, by making ſuch popiſh parent become 
tenant for life, or by veſting a reverſion or eſtate 
in ſuch eldeſt ſon, but ſuch popiſh parent ſhall re- 
main ſeiſed and poſſeſſed of the ſame eſtate and in- 
tereſt in all and every his or her real eſtate, as he 
or the would haye been if ſuch eldeſt ſon had not 
contormed, or ſaid act of the 2d of Anne had not 
been made. 

Nothing herein contained ſhall affect the right, 8. g. 
title, claim, or eſtate of any eldeſt ſon and heir of 
a popiſh parent, who has, or at any time before 
the paſſing of this act, ſhall have conformed in ſuch 
manner as is by the ſaid act directed, or of any 
perſon deriving by, from or under ſuch eldeſt ſon 
and heir of ſuch papiſt. 

All and every perſon and perſons, being in the S. 10. 
actual poſſeſſion of ins lands, tenements or here- 
ditaments, under titles which ſhall not havg been 
litigated before the 1ſt of November 1778, whe- 
ther derived by deſcent, deviſe, limitation, or pur- 
chaſe, and all perſons deriving under ſettlements 
made upon marriages, or other valuable conſide- 
ration by papiſts in poſſeſſion, ſhall have, take, 
hold or enjoy the ſame, as if ſaid acts of ad and 
8th Anne had not been made, | 

Nothing herein contained ſhall affect any right, & 1. 
claim or title already veſted, upon which an 
action or ſuit is now depending, or ſhall be inſti- 
tuted before the iſt of November 1778, and proſe- 
cuted with effect and without delay; and that all 
and every conveyance heretofore made by any pa- 
piſts, or perſons profeſſing the popith religion, to 
any proteſtant for the uſe of a proteſtant, ſhall be 
as valid and effectual as if ſuch conveyance was 
made by a proteſtant. CO 

No maintenance or portion ſhall be granted, to any s.6. 
child of a popiſh parent, upon a bill filed againſt 
ſuch parent, purſuant to the ſaid act of 2d Anne, 
out of the per/onal property of ſuch papiſt, except 
out of ſuch leaſes aubich they may hereafter take under 
the powers granted in this act, any thing contained in 
any act or ſtatute to the contrary in any wiſe not- 
withſtanding. | 

No papiſt Hall take any benefit by this act, oh 8. 4 
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does not on or before the 1ſt of January 1779, if 
in the kingdom, or if abroad beyond the ſeas, or 
under the age of twenty-one years, or in priſon, 

or of unſound mind, or under coverture, then i in 
ſix months after return from abroad, or attaining 
the age of twenty-one years, or diſcharge from 
priſon, or becoming of ſound mind, or after ſhe 
ſhall become a femme ſole, take and ſubſcribe the 
oath of allegiance and the declaration preſcribed 
by an act of 13th & 14th Geo. 3. ch. 35. in one of 
the Four Courts or ſeſſions for the county of Dub- 
lin, or before a judge of aſſize in open court; the 
names of the perſons who take faid oath and decla- 
ration, with their titles and additions, entered upon 
rolls for that purpoſe appointed by ſaid courts, and 
ſaid rolls, once a year, tranſmitted and depoſited 
in the rolls office of this kingdom to remain amongſt 
the records. 

No benefit to thoſe who having been converted 
from the popiſh to the proteſtant religion, ſhall af- 
terwards relapſe to popery, nor to any perſon being 
a proteſtant, who ſhall at any time become a pa- 
piſt, or ſhall educate, or ſuffer to be educated, any 
of his children under the age of fourteen years, in 
the popiſh religion. 


( ar ) 


7thly. AS TO ACQUISITION 
OF PROPERTY. 


ALL diſpoſitions, and fales of the forfeited Eng. lat. of 
7 eſtates thence ſold or contracted for, or ſhould be »!t 8 lell. 
thereafter ſold, by the truſtees herein mentioned, * “ 
is, and ſhall be to proteſtants only ; Every pa- 
piſt ſhall be difabled to take any part thereof — All 
conveyances and declarations of truſt to any papiſt 
concerning ſame, ſhall be void No papiſt ſhall 
be capable to inherit, take, or make title to, by 
deſcent, purchaſe, limitation, deviſe, or other 
conveyance, or to have, hold, or enjoy any of 
faid eſtates——And if any perſon profeſſing the 
popiſh religion, or educated in the ſame, and not 
having publicly and folemnly renounced it, being 
of full age, ſhall not, in ſix months after accruing 
of his or her title, , or being under the age of eigh- 
teen years, ſhall not, in ſix months after he or ſhe 
ſhall attain ſaid age, take the oath of allegiance and 
ſupremacy, and ſubſcribe the declaration in this 
: act mentioned, and continue to be a proteſtant, 
every ſuch perſon ſhall be diſabled to inherit or 
| take, by deſcent, deviſe, or limitation, or pur- 
chaſe any of ſaid eſtates, but, during the life of 
ſuch perſon, or till his conformity, the next of 
kin, being a proteſtant, ſhall enjoy the eſtate, 
without being accountable for the profits—And all 
leaſes for lives or years, or otherwiſe to be made of 
any of the ſaid premifles, ſhall be made to proteſt- 
ants only; and if any ſuch leaſe ſhall be made to, 
or in truſt for any papiſt, or if any ſuch leaſe be made 
to a proteſtant, and the ſame ſhall be afterwards 
aſſigned to, or in truſt for a papiſt, every ſuch 
lente and aflignment ſhall be void, and the perſon 
making ſuch leaſe or aſſignment, and the perſon 
to whom, or for whoſe ule the ſame ſhall be made 
(in caſe of acceptance and enjoyment thereunder) 
ſhall forfeit treble the yearly value of the laid eſtate 
ſo aſſigned and accepted Not to extend to make 
void any leaſe that is or ſhall be made of any 
(x cottage 


2d Ann. ch, 
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cottage or cabbin, under the yearly value of thirty 
ſhillings, to any day labourer, with two acres of 
land. 

The ſaid ſeveral prohibitions and penalties, re- 
enacted and further enforced, by an act paſſed in 
England, in the ſecond ſeflion of the iſt of Ann. 
ch. 21. 

The ſaid acts of the iſt Ann. ſeſſ. 1. ch. 32. and 
1ſt Ann. ſeſſ. 2. ch. 21. ſo far as here recited, were 
repealed by an Engliſh act of 18th Geo. 3. ch. 61. 

Papiſts, or ee wer profeſſing the popiſh religion, 
{hall after the 24th of March 1703, be diſabled 
to buy and purchaſe in their own names, or in the 
names of others to their uſe, any lands, or any 
rents or profits out of the ſame, or any leafes or 
terms thereof, other than any term of years not 
excecding thirty-one, whereon a rent not leſs than 
two thirds of the improved yearly value, at the 
time of the making ſuch leafe, ſhall be reſerved 
and made payable during ſuch term. 

No papiſt or perſon profeſſing the popiſh religion, 
after the ſaid firſt of February, 1703, who ſhall not 
in ſix months after being entitled to enter, or to 
take, or have the profits by deſcent, or by virtue 
of any deviſe or gift, or of any remainder already 
limited, or, at any time hereafter to be limited, 
or by virtue of any truſt of any lands, whereof 
any proteſtant now is, or hereafter ſhall be ſeiſed 
in fee ſimple or fee tail, or in ſuch manner that 
after his death, or the death of him and his wife, 
the frechold is to come immediately to his ſon or 
ſons or iſſue in tail, if then of the age of eighteen 
years, or if under, in ſix months after he ſhall at- 
tain that age, until which time, from his being ſo 
entitled, he ſhall be under the care of ſuch pro- 
teſtant relation, or perſon conforming himſelf as 
aforeſaid, as thall be for that purpoſe appointed by 
the Court of Chancery, for his being educated in 
the proteſtant religion, become a proteſtant, ſhall 
take any benefit by reaſon of ſuch deſcent, deviſe, 
gift, remainder, or truſt, but from thenceforth, 
during the life of ſuch perſon, until he or ſhe be- 
come proteſtant, the neareſt proteſtant relation, or 
other proteſtant who would be entitled to the ſame, 
in caſe ſuch papiſt and all intermediate papiſts _ 

dead, 
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dead, ſhall enjoy the ſame, without being account- 
able for the profits to be received during ſuch en- 
Joyment, ſubject to ſuch charges, other than ſuch 
as the diſabled perſon ſhall make, and in ſuch con- 
dition as the diſabled perſon would have enjoyed 
the ſame, and alſo ſubject to ſuch maintenance as 
the Court of Chancery ſhall think fit to allow to the 
children of ſuch papiſt, until ſuch children attain 
their reſpective ages of eighteen years. 
papiſt, who would be entitled to the fame by 
virtue of this act, on the diſability incurred by 
any other papiſt, ſhall become a proteſtant, and 
conform, from ſuch his conformity, ſuch conform- 
ing perſon, being and continuing a proteſtant, 
ſhall be entitled as he would have been, if he had 
been a proteſtant, when the diſability fell on ſuch 
other papiſt—The perſon enjoying by virtue of this 
act, may demiſe and leaſe any part for twenty-one 
years or leſs without fine, reſerving the beſt im- 
proved rent, or otherwiſe make or renew leaſes 
of the ſame, in ſuch manner as the diſabled perſon 
might or ought to do by virtue of any power only 
enabling him ſo do, and ſuch leaſes ſhall be good 
againſt the diſabled perſon, and all claiming after 
him In caſe any wilful waſte ſhall be com- 
mitted on the ſaid lands by the perſon ſo enjoying 
the ſame, or any other by his or her licence or 
authority, the party diſabled, his or her execu- 
tors or adminiſtrators, may recover full damages 
for the ſame, againſt the perſon committing ſuch 
waſte, his or her executors or adminiſtrators, by ac- 
tion of debt, in any Court of Record in Dublin 


proteſtant, ſhall have and be entitled to her dower 
and thirds at common law, as ſhe would have been, 
if this act had not been made, 


No perſon or perſons that are, or ſhall be papiſts, s, 2. 


or profeſs the popiſh religion, ſhall after the 24th 
of March, 1703, take or purchaſe any houſe or 
tenement, or come to dwell, or inhabit within the 
city of Limerick or ſuburbs thereof, or within the 
town of Galway or ſuburbs thereof And every 
perſon of the popiſh religion, now inhabiting 
within the ſaid city or ſaburbs of Limerick, or 
within the ſaid town or ſuburbs of Galway, ſhall, 

G 3 before 


If any S. 8. 


The wife of ſuch perſon ſo diſabled, being a 8. 9. 
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before the 24th of March next enſuing, before 
the chief magiſtrate of the ſaid reſpective city or 
town, become bound to the crown, with two ſuf- 
ficient ſureties, in a reaſonable penal ſum, to be 
aſcertained by the chief magiſtrate, recorder, and 
ſheriffs of the ſaid city and town reſpectively, or 
any two of them, with condition for his or her 
faithfully bearing themſelves towards the crown, 
or in default of giving ſuch ſecurity, ſuch perſons 
Mall depart out of the ſaid city, ſuburbs, and town 
aforeſaid, on or before the 25th of March, 1705. 

Nothing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued 
to hinder ſeamen, fiſhermen, or day labourers, 
from holding, or dwelling in houſes worth forty 
ſhillings per year, or under, within the ſuburbs of 
the city of Limerick, or of the town of Gal- 

Way. 

So much of 2d Ann. ch. 6. as ſubje&s any pa- 
piſt or papiſts, who ſhall, or may, after the 24th 
of March, 1703, take, or purchaſe any houſe or 
tenements, or come to dwell or inFabit within 
the city of Limerick or ſuburbs thereof, or within 
the town of Galway or ſuburbs thereof, to the pe- 


_ nolties therein mentioned, is repealed by 21ſt and 


22d Geo. 3. ch. 24. 1. 13. 

No papiſt, nor any in truſt for a papiſt, ſhall, 
after the 10th of May, 1709, be capable to take, 
have, or receive any annuity for life, or term for 
years, determinable on any life or lives, or for an 
greater or leſſer eſtate, a way chargeable on, or 
that may aflect /ard——And all judgments, ſtatute 
of the flaple or merchant, recognizances, and all 
and every other ſecurity and ſecurities whatſoever, 
which at any time hereafter ſhall be entcred into, 
acknowledged, made, or perfected to any papiſt, or 
to any in truſt ſor a papiſt, for the ſecuring of any 
ſuch annuity or annuities, or performance of any 
ſuch traſt, and every judgment or judgments ob- 
tained, had, or to. be had, on ſuch annuity, as 
far only as Nich judgment or judgments may affect 
any laude of fuch papiſt, ſhall be null and void to 
all intents and purpoles— but any paput, to whom 
ſuch anuity Niall be granted, may, upon judgment 
obtained, take out execution againſt the pcriton%md 
per ſonal citate oi tuck grantor, 

FS All 
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All collateral and other ſecurities by mortgages; S. 27. 
judgments, ſtatute-merchant, or of the ſtaple, or 
otherwiſe howſoever, which have been made or 
entered into, or hereafter ſhall be made, or entered 
into, to cover, ſupport, ſecure, or make good, 
any bargain, ſale, confirmation, releaſe, feoff- 
ment, leaſe, or other conveyance, contrary to 2d 
Ann. ch. 6. ſhall be null and void and, of no effect 
to ſuch papiſt, or perſon ſo purchaſing in truſt for 
him, or his heirs. or aſligns —— And ſuch lands 
ſo conveyed, or leafed contrary to faid act, and all 
ſuch collateral ſecurities, may be ſued for by any 
proteſtant by action, real, perſonal, - or mixt, 
founded on this act, in any court of law, or in 
any court of equity, if the nature of the caſe ſhall 
require it, who, on proof of the above, ſhall ob- 
tain a verdict, and judgment, or a decree there- 
upon, and recover the ſame, and have execution 
to be put into the ſeiſin and poſſeſſion thereof, to 
enjoy ſuch lands according to the eſtate, which 
ſuch papiſt had therein, ſubject to ſuch rents, cove- 
nants, and conditions, reſervations and all in- 
cumbrances, and portions, whatſoever, as the ſame 
would have been ſubject to in the hands of ſuch 
Papiſt, and alſo to have the full benefit of all ſuch 
collateral ſecurities, as the party to whom the ſame 
ſhall be made might have had, if this act or the 
2d Ann. ch. 6. had not been made. 

Nothing herein, or in any former act contained, 8. 2. 
ſhall extend to weaken any eſtate, right, title, or in- 
tereſt of any proteſtant purchaſer for valuable con- 
ſideration bona file from any perſon, who had 
purchaſed in truſt for a papiſt, or from any proteſt- 
ant deriving under ſuch purchaſer, not having no- 
tice of ſuch truſt. 

Any proteſtant may prefer one or more bill or 5. 3% 
bills in the Chancery or Exchequer, againſt any 
perſon or perſons concerned in ſuch fale, leaſe, 
mortgage, ' or incumbrance, and againſt all per- 
ſons privy to ſuch ' truſt for papiſt, and to compel 
ſuch perſon or perſons to diſcover and detect ſuch 
truſt, ang to anſwer to all matters and circum- 
ſtances relating thereunto, as by ſuch. bill or bills 
ſhall be required to which bill or bills no 


plea or demurrer ſhall be allowed, but the defend- 
| | ant 
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ant ſhall anſwer the ſame at large upon oath 
which anſwer ſhall be good evidence againſt the 
defendant in action to be brought upon this act, as 
in ſuch caſes is uſual And that all iflues, to be 
tried in any actions or ſuit founded upon this act, 
ſhall be tried by none but known proteſtants. 

Papifts, who in their own names, or in the name 
of other perſons, or any in truſt for them, have 
purchaſed land in fee, or any leaſes for years or 
lives, or other eſtate or intereſt, or lent money on 
mortgages or purchaſed in mortgages (other than 
the forfeited lands, or mortgages on ſaid lands) 
and have or ſhall on or before the 25th of December, 
1709, become proteſtants, and enroll a certificate 
of the biſhop of the dioceſe, in which they inha- 
bit or reſide, in the Court of Chancery, teſtifying 
their being proteſtants and conforming themſelves 
to the Church of Ireland, and ſhall receive the ſa- 
crament according to the ſaid Church, and make 
and ſubſcribe the oath of abjuration mentioned in 
2d Ann. ch. 6. and educate their children under 
fourteen years of age, from the time of their con- 
verſion in the proteſtant religion, ſuch purchaſes 
and mortgages ſhall be as good and effeCtual in law 
and equity, as if they had been proteſiants at time of 
ſuch purchaſes or mortgages. 

From and after the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1778, pa- 
piſts, or perſons. profeſſing the popith religion, may 
take, hold, and enjoy any leaſe or leaſes, for any 
term of years not excceding g years certain, or 
for any term of years determinable upon any 
number of lives, not exceeding five, with 
or without liberty of committing waſte, and the 
{ame diſpoſe of by will or otherwiſe, as fully and 
beneficially to all intents and purpoſes, as any 
other his Majeſty's ſubjects in this Kingdom 
ſave that a maintenance or portion may be granted 
thereout to any child of a popiſh parent poſſeſſed 
of the ſame, upon a bill filed againſt ſuch parent, 
purſuant to the 2d Ann. ch. 6. and fave that upon 
every ſuch leaſe, or rent bona fide to be paid in 
money ſhall be reſerved and made payable during 
ſuch terms. 

All papiſts ſhall and may, from and after the 
1ſt of Auguſt, 1778, be to all intents and purpoſes 

capable 


ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY. 
capable to take, hold, and enjoy all or any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, which ſhall deſcen 
from, or be deviſed or transferred by any papiſt 
who is now ſeiſed, or ſhall be ſeiſed by virtue of a 
title legally deviſed by, from, or under ſuch per- 
ſon how ſeiſed, in fee fimple or fee tail, whether 
at law or in equity, any thing contained in 2d 
Ann. ch. 6. or 8th Ann. ch. 3. or in any other 
ſtatute or law to the contrary in any wiſe notwith- 
ſtanding. 

No papiſt, or perſon profeſſing the popiſh reli- 
gion, ſhall take any benefit by this act, unleſs he 
or ſhe ſhall on or before the iſt of January 1779, 
or ſome time previous to any ſuch leaſe made to 
or in truſt for him, if he or ſhe ſhall be in this 
kingdom ; or within ſix months after any deviſe, 
deſcent, or limitation ſhall take effect in poſſeſſion, 
if at that time within the kingdom, or if then 
abroad beyond the ſeas, or under the age of twen- 
ty-one years, or in priſon, or of unſound mind, 
or under coverture, then within fix months after 
his or her return from abroad, or attaining the age 
of twenty-one years, or diſcharge from priſon, or 
becoming of ſound mind, or after ſhe ſhall become 
a femme ſole, take and ſubſcribe the oath of allegi- 
ance and the declaration preſcribed by an a& of 
the 13th and 14th Geo. 3. ch. 35. in one of 
the Four Courts, or at the quarter ſeſſions of the 
peace for the county of Dublin, or before the go- 


8. 4 


ing judges of aſſize in open court — The names S. 5. 


of ſuch perſons as ſhall ſo take and ſubſcribe ſaid 
oath and declaration, with their titles and addi- 
tion, ſhall be entered on rolls appointed for that 
purpoſe by the ſaid reſpective courts, and faid rolls 
once in every year, be tranſmitted to, and depofit- 


ed in the Rolls Office of this kingdom to remain 
amongſt the records. 


4 


No benefit to converts relapſed to popery. 


S. 12. 


Any perſon or perſons, who have power 5: 13. 


under ſettlements to make leaſes for one or more 

life or lives, may, and ſhall have the like power, 

to let for any number of years determinable on 

one life, for ſuch number of lives as in their re- 

ſpective ſettlements mentioned and agreed upon, 

m reſpect to ſuch power, ſubject however, to 2 
| an 
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and every other proviſo, condition, and reſtric- 
tion in ſaid ſettlement contained, concerning ſuch 

leaſes. | 
Od and From the 1ſt of May 1782, it ſhall and may 
| Geo. g. ch. 24 be lawful for any perſon or perſons profeſſing the 
8. 1. popiſh religion, to purchaſe, or take by grant, 
limitation, deſcent, or deviſe, any lands, tene- 
ments, or hereditaments, in this kingdom, or any 


| 
| | intereſt therein (except advowſon, and alſo, except 


| any manor, or borough, or any part of a manor 
h or borough, the freeholders or inhabitants whereof « 
| are intitled to vote for burgeſſes to repreſent ſuch 
borough or manor in parliament) and the ſame 
to diſpoſe of, as he, ſhe, or they ſhall think fit, by 
will, or otherwiſe; and that ſuch lands, rene- 
ments, and hereditaments, ſo purchaſed or taken, 
| Mall be deſcendable according to the courſe of the 
| common law, and deviſable and transferable in 
1 like manner as the lands of proteſtants, any law 
| or ſtatute to the contrary thereof, in any wiſe not- 
16 withſtanding. 
Iſl Provided that nothing herein contained ſhall be 
conſtrued to diſable any papiſt or perſon profeſſing 
10 the popiſh religion, from taking any intereſt in 
| lands, tenements, or hereditaments, and diſpoſ- 
ing of the ſame in ſuch manner as ſuch papiſt, or 
perſon profeſſing the popiſh religion, might have 
done by law before the paſting of this act, in any 
ſuch manor or borough. 

Saving to all perſons whatſoever, who have or 
ſhall have inſtituted or commenced any action or 
ſuit in law or equity, previous to the paſſing of 
this act, all ſuch right, title, eſtate, and intereſt, 
both in law and equity, as they or any of them 
had, could, might, or ought to have had, as fully 
to all intents and purpoſes, as if this act had never 
been made. 

Nothing herein contained ſhall affect, or be 
conſtrued to affect, the right, title, claim, intereſt, 
or eſtate of any eldeſt ſon and heir of a popiſh pa- 
rent, who hath, before the 1ſt of November 1778, 
conformed himſelf to the church of Ireland, or of 
any perſon deriving by, from, or under ſuch 


eldeſt ſon and heir of ſuch popiſh parent. 1 
Jo 
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No benefit to a proteſtant perverted to popery. 8. 7. 
No benefit to any perſon who hath not hereto- S. 14 


fore, or who ſhall not hereafter before the accruing 
of ſuch benefit to ſuch perſon being of the age of 


twenty-one years, or who, being under the age of 


twenty-one years, ſhall not in fix months after he 
or ſhe ſhall attain the age of twenty-one years, or 
being of unſound mind, or in priſon, or beyond 
the ſeas, or under coverture, then within fix 
months after ſuch diſability removed, take and 
ſubſcribe the oath of allegiance and declaration 
preſcribed by 13th and 14th Geo. 3. ch. 35. in one 
of the Four Courts, or at the quarter ſeſſions of 
the peace for the county of Dublin, or before 
any of the going judges of aſſize in open court. 


ſubſcribed, or ſhall hereafter take and ſubſcribe the 
ſaid oath and declaration, with their places of 
abode, and if laymen, with their quality, condi- 
tion, titles, and places of abode, ſhall be entered 
upon rolls to be appointed for the purpoſe by the 
ſaid reſpective courts, and the ſaid rolls, once in 
every year, ſhall be tranſmitted to, and depoſited 
in the Rolls Office of this kingdom, to remain 
amongſt the records, and the proper officers of the 
Rolls Office, Four Courts, quarter ſeſſions, and 
the ſaid courts of aſſize, ſhall grant certificates 
under their hands, to all ſuch perſons who have 
already taken and ſubſcribed, or ſhall hereafter 
take and ſubſcribe the ſaid oath of allegiance and 
declaration, in which certificates, the quality, 
condition, and titles, if Iaymen, and places of 
abode of all ſuch perſons ſhall be particularly ſpeci- 
fied (for every of which certificates ſo ted the 
ſum of two ſhillings, and no more, be paid), 
which certificate ſhall be allowed in all courts of 
law and equity throughout this kingdom, as evi- 
dence of ſuch perſon's having taken and ſubſcribed 
the ſaid oath of. allegiance and declaration, as 
fully and effeCtually to all intents and purpoſes, as 
if the roll in which the ſame was entered were pro- 
duced=— And if any perſon ſhall forge or coun- 
terfeit, or procure to be forged or counterfeited, or 
willingly aſſiſt in the forging or aaa =: | 
H uc 


Names of ſuch perſons as have taken and S. 15 


* 


— 


d Lliz. ch. 1. 
J. 7. 


27th and 18th 
Ch. 2. ch. 2. 
i. 82, 
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ſuch certificate, every ſuch perſon, being thereof 
convicted, ſhall be deemed guilty of felony without 
benefit of clergy. 


et. FRANCHISES. 


ALI. and every perſon or perſons that at any time 
hereafter ſhall be preferred, promoted or collated 
to any archbiſhoprick or biſhoprick, or to any other 
eccleſiaſtical benefice, promotion, dignity, office or 
miniſtry, or preferred or promoted by the crown 
to any temporal or lay office, miniſtry or ſervice, 
ſhall, before he or they occupy the ſame, make 
the oath in this a& mentioned, before ſuch perſon 
as the crown, under the great ſeal of England or 
Ireland, or Lord Lieutenant, by letters patent 
made by warrant under the great ſeal of Ireland, 
ſhall appoint ; on refuſal, he or they ſhall be dis- 

abled to enjoy the ſame. 

Lord Lieutenant and council, during ſeven 
years from the 29th of September 1665, may make 
and eſtabliſh ſuch rules, orders and directions for the 
better regulating of all cities, walled towns, and 
corporations, both new and old, and ſuch as ſhall 
be created within this kingdom, and electing of 
magiſtrates and officers there, and to inflict ſuch 
penalties for the breach thereof, as they ſhall think 
fit, ſo as the penalties for breach of the rules, orders 
and directions to be made touching ſuch corpora- 
tions, do not extend further than to the removal 
and disfranchiſement of ſuch perſons as ſhall be 
found guilty 'of the breach thereof, and ſuch rules, 
orders and directions ſhall be as good and effectual 
in law as if the ſame had been ſpecially eſtabliſhed 
by authority of this parliament, and ſhall continue 
in force for ſuch and ſo long time as in the ſaid 


rules, orders and directions ſhall be limited and ap- 


pointed. 
q No 
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zun ili ve- 25th Ch. 2. 
No perſon hereafter elected mayor, bailiff, ſove- Wales dy Py 


| ; Lieutenant and 
treaſurer, alderman, town-clerk, burgeſs, or one Council, 


reign, portreaf, burgo-maſter, recorder, ſheriff, 


of the common council, or any magiſtrate, or ſuch 
or the like officer within any city, walled town or 
corporation, or maſter or wardens of any corpora- 
tion, guild or fraternity, within any city, walled 
town or corporation, ſhall be capable of holding, 
enjoying or executing any of the ſaid offices, places 
or employments until he ſhall have taken the oath 
of ſupremacy eſtabliſhed by 2d Eliz. ch. 1. and the 
_ oath of allegiance, beſides the oath uſually taken 
upon the admiſſion of any perſons into the ſaid of- 
fices, places or employments : the ſaid oaths to be 
made before ſuch perſons as ſhall admit them to the 
ſaid ſeveral offices, and upon any ſuch perſons's re- 
fuſal to take the ſaid oaths, the election of ſuch 
perſons into any of the ſaid offices is void, ſuch per- 
ſons only excepted, with whoſe making ſaid oath 
of ſupremacy the Lord Lieutenant, for ſome par- 
ticular reaſons ſhall think fit, by writing under his 
hand, by name to diſpenſe. 


The oath of ſupremacy mentioned in 2d Eliz. 34 W. & M. 
ch. 1. is hereby abrogated ;z—and all perſons that — ; 1, 4 


ſhall be admitted into any office or employment, 
eccleſiaſtical or civil, or come into any capacity in 
reſpect whereof they ſhould have been obliged to 
take the ſaid abrogated oath, ſhall take the oaths 
and declaration in this act mentioned, in ſuch 
manner, at ſuch times, and · before ſuch perſons as 
Ty were directed to take the ſaid abrogated oath. 


very perſon that ſhall be admitted into any 1ſt Anne, fiat, 


office civil or military, or ſhall receive any pay, 
ſalary, fee or wages, by reaſon of any patent or 
t from her majeſty, or ſhall have command or 
place of truſt from or under her majeſty, or by her 
authority, or by authority derived from her, with- 
in the realm of Ireland, ſhall take the oath of ab- 
Juration (preſcribed by 13th Will. 3. ch. 6. and 1ſt 
Ann. ſt. 1. ch. 22. Engliſh) at the ſame time he 
or they make the oaths and declaration required by 
zd W. & M. ch. 2. Engliſh, and all eccleſiaſtical 
perſons, every maſter, governor, head or fellow of 
the college or univerſity of Dublin, and all perſons 
teaching pupils in ſaid univerſity or elſewhere, and 
all ſchook-maſters and uſhers, and all preachers and 
H 2 teachers 


a. ch. 17. . 5. 


teachers of ſeparate congregations, and every per- 


ſon who ſhall act as ſergeant at law, counſellor at 


law, barriſter, advocate, attorney, ſollicitor, proce 
tor, clerk or notary, by practiſing as ſuch in any 
court {hall take the oath of abjuration in the next 
term in one of the Four Courts, or at the next ge- 
neral quarter ſeſſions of the peace where they ſhall 
reſide. | 
8. C. Every perſon who ſhall neglect to take the ſaid 
oaths {hall incur the penalties mentioned in 13th 
Will. 3, ch. 6. Engliſh, viz. all be ipſo facto inca- 
pable to enjoy, and executing the ſame afterwards, ſhall, 
on convittion, be diſabled to ſue in law or in equity, to be 
guardian, executor or adminiſtrator, or take a lega 


ch. or deed of gift, or ſerve any office, and forfeit C S0. to 
proſecutor, | 

8. 7. Perſons in England or beyond ſeas may take the 
oaths after return. | | 

8. 8. Any perſon, who, by neglect or refuſal, ſhall 


loſe or forfeit any office, may be capable of a new 
grant of ſaid office (or of any other) ſuch perſon 
taking the ſaid oath, ſo as ſaid office be not grant» 
ed to another. | | 

812 Ibis act ſhall not extend to the office of any high 
conſtable, petty conſtable, tythingman, headbo- 
rough, overſeer of the poor, churchwardens, ſur- 
veyors of the highways, or any like inferior officer, 
or to any office of foreſter or keeper of any park, 
chaſe, warren or game, or bailiff of any manor or 
lands, nor to any like private offices. 

1K Geo. 1. ſt. From and after the agth of September 1715 the 

2. ch. dg, - oath of abjuration, by this act appointed to be taken 

33. Fasüm. jn Great Britain, ſhall be the oath of abjuration to 
be taken in Ireland, 


Geo. 2. ch. | ju- 
— 8 = From the iſt of Auguſt 1776 the oath of abju- 


Beh. ration, by this act appointed to be taken in Great 
Britain, ſhall be the oath of abjuration to be taken 
in Ireland. | OE 

” . Every perſon that ſhall be admitted into any of- 


In Geo, 2. ch. Ace civil or military, or ſhall receive any pay, ſala- 
2.11. ry, fee or wages belonging to any office or place 
of truſt, by reaſon of any patent or grant from the 
crown, or having command or place of truſt from 
or under the crown, or by its authority, or by au- 
thority derived from it, within this realm, ſhall, in 
the ſame or next term, in one of the Four Courts, in 

| open 


Po 
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open court, between the hour of nine and twelve 
in the forenoon, or between the ſaid hours, at the 
ſame or next al quarter ſeſſions for that county, 
barony, or place where ſuch perſon, next after ad- 
miſſion into ſuch office, ſhall reſide, take the ſeveral 
oaths, and repeat the declaration required by the 3d 
W. & M. ch. 2. in England, and alſo the oath of 
abjuration appointed by iſt Anne, c. 22. in England, 
and alſo receive the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
according to the church of Ireland, in ſome public 
church, upon ſome Lord's day, commonly called 
Sunday, immediately after divine ſervice and ſer- 
mon, within three months after ſuch admiſſio 

and in the court where ſaid oaths are taken, ſhall 
firſt deliver a certificate of having received the ſa- 
crament as aforeſaid, under the hands of miniſter 
and churchwardens, and make proof thereof by two 
witneſſes on oath. 0 40 670 

On refuſal or neglect to do as aforeſaid, ſuch 8. 18. 

perſon ſhall be incapable to enjoy the ſaid office or 
employment, and the ſame ſhall be void, and exe- 
cuting ſaid offices or employments afterwards, 
ſhall, on conviction, be diſabled to ſue in law or 
equity, or to be guardian, executor, or adminiſtra» 


1 tor, or take a legacy or deed of giſt, or bear any 
* office, and forfeit oO. to proſecutor, | 
* Perſons who, by any neglect or refuſal, ſhall for- * 41. 


feit any ice, may be capable of a new grant of the 

4 ſaid office (or of any other), and have and hold the 

| ſame again, ſuch perſon taking the ſaid oaths and 
ſubſcribing the ſame, and the ſaid declaration, in 
ſuch manner as aforeſaid, and. producing ſuch cer- 
tificate as aforeſaid, and proving the ſame at the 

time of making the ſaid oaths, ſo that ſuch office 

L be not granted to and actually enjoyed by ſome 

| other perſon at the time of re-granting thereof. 

No ſuch neglect ſhall affect a on in Eng- **: 
land, ſo that he makes the oaths and the declara- 
tion in one of the courts at Weſtminſter, or at the 
general quarter ſeſſions for the county or place 
where ſuch perſon ſhall reſide, and receive the ſa- 
crament according to the uſage of the church of 
England, and produce ſuch certificate thereof at 
the 2 of making the oaths and r _ 
in time appointed for performing t 
within this kingdom, | N 

a 0 
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No ſuch neglect ſhall affect any perſon that dur- 
ing the time, or any part thereof, appointed for 
taking the ſaid oaths and receiving the ſacrament, 
| ſhall be beyond the ſeas out of England and Ire- 
land, or in King's ſervice on board the fleet, ſo as 
ſuch perſon do the next term, or at the next gene- 
ral quarter ſeſſions for the county, barony or place 
where he ſhall reſide after his return in England or 
Ireland, make the ſaid oaths and declaration, and 
receive the ſaid ſacrament within four months after 
ſuch his return, and ſhall deliver ſuch certificate, 
and make ſuch proof thereof at the time of makin 
faid oaths and declaration as aforeſaid, either in 
England or Ireland. 

No ſuch neglect ſhall affect any under the age of 
eighteen, or found non compos mentis, ſo as ſuch 
in four months after coming to the ſaid age of 
cighteen, or becoming of found mind, make the ſaid 
oaths and declaration, and receive ſaid ſacrament, 
and produce a certificate thereof as aforeſaid, at the 
time of the making the ſaid oaths in like manner as 
are herein before appointed to do. 

No ſuch neglect ſhall make void the grant of any 
office of inheritance, or any fee, ſalary or reward 
for executing ſuch office, fo as ſuch perſon havin 
ſuch office, do ſubſtitute ſome proteſtant, being du- 
ly qualified to execute the ſaid office, to be deputy, 
until the perſon having ſuch office ſhall voluntarily, 
in one of the ſaid courts make the ſaid oaths and 
declaration, and receive the ſacrament, and pro- 
duce a certificate thereof at the time of taking the 
ſaid oaths, and ſo as ſuch deputy make the ſaid 
oaths and declaration in one of ſaid courts, and re- 
ceive ſaid ſacrament, and produce a certificate 
thereof at the time of his making ſaid oaths and 
declaration, in ſuch manner as ſuch officer who ſub- 
ſtitutes ſuch deputy is hereby appointed to do, 
and ſo as ſuch deputy be approved of by the king, 
or Lord Lieutenant of this realm, | 

No ſuch neglect ſhall extend to the affice of any 
high conſtable, petty conſtable, overſeer of the 
poor, churchwarden, ſurveyor of the highways, 
or any like inferior civil office in the kingdom, or 
any office of foreſter or keeper of any park, chaſe, 
warren, game, or bajliff of any manor or lands, or 
any like private offices, 


Perſons 
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_ Perſons who have not qualified according to the 6th Geo. 1. cs 


Js 


2d Anne, ch. 6. are indemnified, provided they 9 


qualify on or before 25th of March 1720, and their 
office or employment be not already avoided or 
filled by any other; and the time for proſecution 
in ſaid act to be within two years, and without 
delay—Time to qualify extended in ſuch caſe to 
iſt Auguſt 1726, by 12th Geo. 1. ch. 6.—to 1ſt 
Auguſt 1762, by 1ſt Geo. 3. ch. 4, -to 1ſt Auguſt 
1764, by 3d Geo. 3. ch. 3.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1766, 
by 5th Geo. 3. ch. 11.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1768, oy 
7th Geo. 3. ch. 16.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1774, by 11 

Geo. 3. ch. 13. and 11th and 12th Geo. 3. ch. 29, 
to 1ſt Auguſt 1775, by 13th and 14th Geo. 3. ch. 
13.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1776, by 15th and 16th Geo. 
3. ch. 5.—to 1t July 1778, by 16th Geo. 3. ch. 
1.—to 1ſt May 1778, by 17th and 18th Geo. 3. 
ch. 5.—to 24th June 1781, by 19th and 20th Geo. 
3. ch. 28.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1782, by 21ſt and 22d 
Geo. 3. ch. 7. — to 1ſt Auguſt 1784, by 23d and 
24th Geo, 3, ch. 16,—to 1ſt Auguſt 1785, by 
25th Geo. 3. ch. 32.—to 6th November 1786, by 
26th Geo. 3. ch, 44.—to iſt Auguſt 1787, by 
27th Geo, 3. ch. 51.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1788, by 
28th Geo, 3. ch. 41.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1789, by 
29th Geo, 3. ch* 32.—to 1ſt Auguſt 1790, by 


zoth Geo. 3. ch. 21,—to 1ſt Auguſt 1791, by 
31ſt Geo, 3. ch. 37. 


From and afte? the 24th of June 1716, no perſon 2d Geo. 1. ch 


of the popiſh religion ſhall be capable of being no- 

minated, appointed, preſented or ſworn, or any 
ways ſerve as high conſtable in any county, barony, 
or half-barony, or as petty conſtable in any ma- 
nor, ward, pariſh, conſtablewick, or place within 
this kingdom, but are to be proportionably taxed 
for the ſupport of ſuch officers, 

To continue for three years and to the end of the 
next ſeſſion of parliament, and no longer, and is 
expired. 
Papiſts are not to be parochial watchmen in times 
of tumult and danger. Lord Lieutenant the judge 
of ſuch times, who may, when he ſhall judge ne- 
ceflary, iſſue proclamation for the finding of pro- 
teſtants, and none other to be parochial watch. 


In abſence of chief baron from Dublin, every ew 1. ch. 


perſon appointed to any office or employment, 5 
ä | | who 


12. f. 1, 3. 


6th Geo. 1. ch- 
10. f. 4z 5 
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; who by the laws ae to be ſworn . the chief 


S8 · 7» 


10th Will. 3. 
ch. 13+ . 1, 3» 


Sh Ann, ch. 


baron, and take the oaths of office before him, may 
be ſworn into office, in his ſaid abſence before the 
chancelor of the Exchequer or one of the barons. 

Every perſon that 7 if become a barrifter at law, 
attorney, clerk, or officer in chancery or any other 
court, and their deputies, and ſhall fucceed or 

practiſe as ſuch in Ta fhall make the oaths 
tl declaration in this act mentioned, in the King's 
Bench at Dublin, in open court, in term time, 
between nine and twelve in the forenoon, to be 
recorded before he ſhall be admitted to enjoy or ex- 
erciſe any place or office, or to practiſe or June in 
any court of law or equity, or any court of record 
or not of record. If any of ſuch perſons offends 
contrary to this act he ſhall be diſabled to hold or 
execute any office or place of profit or truſt, eccle- 
ſiaſtical, civil or military, in any of his majeſty's 
dominions, to ſit or vote in either houſe of parlia- 
ment, to make a proxy in the houſe of peers, to 
fue in law or equity, to be guardian, executor or 
adminiſtrator, to take a legacy or deed of gift, and 
forfeit { 500, to him ws ſhall ſue for — 

No perſon after iſt March 1698, ſhall 3 
tiſe or act as ſolicitor (except in their own ſuits, 
or as menial ſervants for their maſter), in any 
court of law or equity, or as agent or manager 
in any cauſe or ſuit in law or equity, or as ſeneſ- 
chal or ſolicitor, in all or any of the courts or 


offices in this kingdom, not having firſt taken 
the oaths, and ſubſcribed the declaration in _ 


act mentioned (viz, thoſe preſcribed by 
& M. ch. 2. Engliſh) —. 5 the penalty o # . C10. 
to proſecutor, and being diſabled to be executor 
or adminiſtrator, or to take any legacy, gift, grant 
of lands, goods or chattels. 

No papiſt, or reputed papiſt, ſhall be allowed 


(except in his own cauſe, or as menial ſervant for 


his maſter) to practiſe or act as ſolicitor, agent or 
manager in any ſuit of law or equity, in any of 


the Four Courts, or in any court of record in this 
kingdom, or in any eccleſiaſtical court, or court of 


Admiralty, or as clerk in any ſheriff's office, or 

on any commiſſions iſſued out of any court of equi- 
ty, before he ſhall have taken the oaths and ſub- 
ſcribed the declaration in the 10th Will. 3, ch. 13. 


mentioned, as alſo the oath of abjuration in this 


act 


— 


— —— — — 
— 
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act mentioned, under the r of { 200. to the 
proſecutor, and alfo iricur and ſuffer the other pe- 
nalties and diſabilities in ſaid act of 1oth Will. 3. 

ch. 13. mentioned. Any perſon ſeeing or knowing g. 3. 
a papiſt ſo to act, may openly in court defire the 
ſaid oaths and declaration be forthwith tendered to 
him; on his refuſal to take the ſame, and proof b 

two witneſſes of his having ſo acted, he ſhall be re- 
corded convict, and forfeit ſaid Z 200. to ſaid proſe- 
cutor, and be committed in execution until he pays 
the ſame, and ſhall alſo incur the other penalti:s 
and diſabilities in ſaid act of 10th Will. 3. ch. 13. 
mentioned. 

No barriſter, attorney, officer, or other practiſer s. 4. 
in law or equity, ſhall be allowed to inſiſt upon any 
privilege, ſo as to exempt, excuſe, or hinder them, 
or any of them from giving their evidence or teſti- 
mony, and an{wering on oath, as to their know- 
ledge in any matter that ſhall or may come in queſ- 
tion, in any ſuit brought upon this act, or that of 
roth Will. 3. ch. 13. | 

No officer, or deputy officer, ſhall willingly and s, 6. 
knowingly allow any popiſh ſolicitor, agent or ma- 
nager as aforeſaid, to view, ſearch or inſpect any 
of the records, pleadings, rules, orders or entries 
in his or their office or offices, or otherwiſe to prac- 
tiſe or act as ſolicitor or agent there, upon pain of 
50. to the proſecutor, 

Perſons ſued or proſecuted for any offence againſt 3. „. 
this act, or the act of the roth Will. 3. ch. 13. 
ſhall be held to ſpecial bail. 

Every perſon who, after 1ſt of Auguſt 1728, ft Geo. 2. ch, 
ſhall apply to be called to the bar, or to be admit- 20, f. 1. 
ted a ſix clerk, or attorney, or ſhall take upon him 
to practiſe as a ſolicitor, or to act as an officer, or 
deputy officer in any court of law or equity, ſhall, 
before ſuch application, or taking on them to prac- 
tiſe or act as aforeſaid, take and ſubſcribe the ſeve- 
ral oaths, and repeat and ſubſcribe the declaration 
mentioned in the 2d Anne, ch. 6. And that ey 
perſon converted from the popiſh to the proteſ- 


tant religion, or born of a popiſh parent ar parents, , 


who, after the 1ſt of Auguſt 1728, ſhall apply to 
be called to the bar, or to be admitted a fix clerk or 
attorney, or ſhall take upon him to practiſe as a ſo- 
licitor, or to act as an officer or deputy officer as 
aforeſaid, ſhall, upon ſuch application, or before 
| 1 | taking 
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iſt Geo. 2, ch. 
20. 1, 4. 


2th Geo. 3. ch. 
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taking on him to act or practiſe as aforeſaid, prove 
before the Lord Chancellor, or Commiſſioners of 
the Great Seal, the two Chief Juſtices, the Chief 
Baron, the Juſtices of the one Bench and of the 
other, and the Barons of the Exchequer, or any 
two or more of them (of which the Lord Chan- 
cellor, or one of the Commiſſioners of the Great 
Seal, or one of the Chief Juſtices, or the Chief Ba- 
ron ſhell be one), by ſufficient witneſs or witneſſes, 
upon oath, that ſuch perſon has profeſſed himſelf 
and continued to be a proteſtant, for the ſpace of 
two years immediately before the time of making 
ſuch proof. 3 

No perſon ſhall be admitted into the ſociety of 
King's Inn as a ſtudent, who ſhall not, at the time 
of his admiſſion, be of the proteſtant religion, 

No perſon after the 1ſt of Auguſt 1728, ſhall be 
capable of acting as a ſub-ſheriff, or ſheriff's clerk, 
who ſhall not have been a proteſtant for five years 
immediately before ſuch his acting, under penalty 
of being ſubject to ſuch diſabilities and incapacities 
as perſons profeſſing the popiſh religion are. 

No perſon after Michaelmas 1734, except in 
capital caſes, ſhall be admitted an attorney, or li- 
cenced to be a ſolicitor in any of the Four Courts, 


or on circuit, or before a commiſſioner of revenue, 


or their ſub-commiſſioners, or the commiſſioners of 
appeal, who hath not been a proteſtant from his 
age. of fourteen years, or for two years before his 
being admitted an apprentice, and who ſhall not at 
the time of his admiſſion take all the oaths, and ſub- 
{cribe the declaration required of perſons to be ad- 
mitted into offices, by the 2d Anne, ch, 6. together 
with the oath in this act mentioned, 

The court may on ſuſpicion, or on notice ſigned, 


ſummon a diſqualified - ſolicitor, and on non-ap- 


pearance, or proof, puniſh as for contempt, by 
fine, not above ( 50. nor leſs than G 25. or impri- 


ſonment not above ſix months; in caſe of puniſh- 


S. 6. 


ment, not liable to the other puniſhments in the 


former acts, | 
Every perſon ſhall be deemed a ſolicitor within 
this and the former acts againſt popiſh ſolicitors, 


who, not being qualified, draws, dictates, or ab- 


breviates pleadings, or tranſcribes or abbreviates 


any depoſitions or other evidence, in order to be 
: 


made uſe of in any ſuit, at law or in equity, or 
takes upon himſelf the direction or management 
in any ſuit, or the defence thereof in the Four 
Courts, wherein he is not a party nor concerned in 
intereſt, 

No peer of Ireland or member of the houſe of gd W. & M. 
peers there, ſhall vote or make his proxy in the ch 2. { 6. Eng- 
faid houſe vt peers, or ſit there during any debate 
in ſaid houſe, nor ſhall any member of the houſe 
of commons be capable to vote in faid honſe or ſit 
there during any debate in the ſame, after their 
ſpeaker is choſen, until he firſt take and ſubſcribe 
the oaths and declaration mentioned in this act, S. 6. 
which oaths and declaration ſhall be in every parlia- 
ment publicly made betwixt nine in the morning and 
four in the afternoon, by every peer and member 
of the houſe of peers, at the table in the middle of 
the room, before he takes his place, and whilſt a 
full houſe of peers is preſent, and their ſpeaker in 
his place; and by every member of the houſe of 
commons, at the table in the middle of the houſe, 
and whilſt a full houſe of commons is fitting, with 
their ſpeaker in his chair If any peer or member S. 7. 
of the houſe of peers, or member of the houſe of 
commons, offend contrary to this act, ſuch perſon 
ſhall be diſabled to hold or execute any office or 
place of profit or truſt, eccleſiaſtical, civil, or mili- 
tary, to ſit or vote in either honſe of parliament, 
or make a proxy in the houſe of peers, to ſue in 
law or equity, to be guardian, executor or ad- 
miniſtrator, to take any legacy or deed of gift, 
and ſhall forfeit £ 500. to him who ſhall ſue for the 
ſame. 

No peer of Ireland or member of the houſe of 1& Ann. ſt. 2. 

eers, ſhall vote or make his proxy in the faid ch. 12. f. 10. 
houſe, or ſit there during any debate, nor any Eng. 
member of the houſe of commons in Ireland, 
ſhall vote or ſit there during any debate after the 
ſpeaker is choſen, until ſuch peer or member thall 
take the oath of abjuration (preſcribed by 13th Will. . 

3. ch. 6. and 1ſt Ann. ſt. 1. ch. 22. Eng.) at the 
ſame time, and in ſuch manner as is directed for 
making the declaration mentioned in 3d W. & M. 
ch. 2. Eng. under the penalties in the 13th Will. 


3. ch. 6. Eng. expreſſed touching peers in parlia- 
| I 2 ment, 
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ment, and members of the houſe of commons 
Viz —“ ſhall be adjudged a papiſt recuſant convict, 
and ſhall be diſabled to hold any place of profit or 
truſt, civil or military, and to fit and vote in either 
houſe of parliament, or to make a proxy in the 
houſe of peers, or to ſue in law or in equity, or to 
be guardian, executor, or adminiſtrator, or capa- 
ble of any legacy or deed of gift, and ſhall forfeit 
5 oo. to him who ſhall ſue for the ſame in any of 
his majeſty's courts at Weſtminſter,” 

From and after the 24th of March 1703, no 
freeholder, burgeſs, freeman, or inhabitant of 
this kingdom, being a papiſt or perſon profeſſing 
the popiſh religion, ſhall at any time hereafter be 
capable of giving his vote for the electing of 
knights of any ſhires or counties within this 
kingdom, or citizens, or burgeſſes to ſerve in any 
ſucceeding parliament, without firſt repairing to 
the general quarter ſeſſions of the peace to be 
holden for the counties, cities, or borough, where- 
in he inhabits or dwells, and there voluntarily take 
the oaths of allegiance and abjuration To be 
entered by the clerk of the peace, and a certificate 
thereof given, paying one ſhilling, on producing 
which he ſhall be permitted to vote, as fully as any 
proteſtant, otherwiſe rejected. 

From and after the 24th of June next, no 
freeholders, burgeſs, freeman, or inhabitant, be- 
ing a papiſt or perſon profeſſing the popiſh reli- 
gion, ſhall be admitted to his vote, in the election 
of knights, citizens, or burgeſſes to ſerve in par- 
liament, unleſs ſuch perſon ſhall have taken the 
oaths of allegiance and abjuration, at leaſt ſix calen- 
dar months before the day of ſuch election, and 
ſhall alſo take the ſaid oaths at the day of ſaid 
election, if required ſo to do by the ſheriff, one of 
the candidates, or any perſon having a right to 
vote at ſaid election In caſe any papiſt or perſon 
profeſſing the popiſh religion, ſhall, contrary to 
this act give his vote at any election in parliament, 
and be thereof convicted, he ſhall forfeit C 100. 
one moiety to the king, and the other to the in- 
former. 

No papiſt, though not convict, ſhall be intitled 
to vote at the election of any member to ſerve 

in 
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in parliament, or at the election of any magiſtrate 
for any city or other town corporate. 

From and after the 1ſt of May 1746, any of xgth Geo. a. 

the candidates, at any election of members to ch. 11. f. 4. 7. 
ſerve in parliament, or any other perſon having a r oy 
right to vote at ſuch election, may require from 15th & 16th 
every freeholder before he is admitted to poll at Seo. 3+ ch. 16. 
| ſuch election an oath in which he muſt ſwear, that 9 — 
he is not a papiſt, nor married to a papiſt, and that 
he does not educate, or ſuffer to be e ucated any of his 
children under the age of fourteen years in the popiſh 
religion——In the caſe of a convert the words, 
« that he is not a papiſt,” ſhall be omitted, and 
inſtead thereof ſhall be inſerted, * that he was edu- 
cated in the popith religion, and has conformed to 
the Church of Ireland as by law eſtabliſhed, and 
has not fince his conformity married a popiſh wife” 
— Which oath is concluſive evidence to the 
ſheriff, 

No perſon intitled to vote in right of being a 3d Geo. g. ch. 
a proteſtant inhabitant only for any members to 58: 6h 
ſerve in parliament for any borough in this king- — 3. ch. 16. 
dom, where the right of voting is veſted in the pro- | 12. 
teftant inhabitants in general, or proteſtant inhabitants — yo yu 4 
and others, or for chief magiſtrates, burgeſſes, or «, NY 
freemen, who ſhall not, if required, take a fimilar 
oath, which is concluſive evidence to the return- 
ing officer, 

No inhabitant of any pariſh in this kingdom, 12th Geo. 1. 
being a papiſt, ſhall at any time hereafter be capa- ch. 9. f 7. 
ble of giving his or their vote at any veſtry or 
veſtries in this kingdom, to be held for the purpoſe 
of ordering and aſſeſſing money for rebuilding and 
repairing pariſh churches, | 

No papiſt ſhall ſerve on, or be returned to ſerve 6th Ann. ch. 6. 
on, any grand jury in K. B. or in any court before s. 
Juſtices of aſſize, oyer and terminer, or gaol-deli- 
very, or quarter ſeſſions, unleſs it ſhall appear to 
the court that a ſufficient number of proteſtants 
cannot then be had for that ſervice And in all 
trials of iſſues on any preſentment, indictment, 
or information, or action on any of the popery 
laws, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the pro- 
ſecutor or plaintiff to challenge any papiſt returned 
as juror to try the ſame, and aſſign for * 
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that the perſon ſo returned to ſerve is a papiſt 3 
which challenge the court ſhall allow and adjudge 
the ſame to be a good and loyal challenge. 

Papiſts to ſerve on juries muſt have ( 10. per 
annum clear freehold except in counties of cities 
of towns No papiſt to ſerve on juries in actions 
between proteſtants and papiſts, challenge to ſuch 
papiſt ſhall be allowed, if proved. 

This act in force to the 1ſt May 1758, and to 
the end of the then next ſeſſion of parliament 
revived ond continued to the 1ſt of May 1771, 
and to the end of the then next ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment by 1ſt Geo. 3. ch. 17. ſ. 9. Revived and 
* perpetual by 13th and 14th Geo. 3. ch. 41. 

1 

No papiſt, or reputed papiſt, ſhall be capable of 
ſerving as a juror upon trials for enliſting perſons 
in foreign ſervice. 

King's and univerſity profeſſorſhips of phyſic ſhall 
be open to proteſtants of all nations, provided they 
ſhall have taken medical degrees, or ſhall have ob- 
tained a licence to practiſe from ſaid college of 
phy ſicians, in conſequence of a teſtimonium un- 
der the ſeal of Trinity college Dublin. 

From and after the end of this ſeſſion, no per- 
ſon exerciſing or uſing the myſtery, or art of mak- 
ing any locks or barrels for guns, muſkets, piſtols, 
or other fire- arms, or of making ſwords, bayonets, 
ſkeines, knives, or other weapons, ſhall take to 
apprentice, or uſe, receive or inſtruct as an ap- 
prentice, any perſon of the popiſh religion, on 
pain of { 20. one moiety to the king, and the other 
to the proſecutor. 

The indenture of apprenticeſhip, and all bonds 
and contracts to be made, by reaſon of any ſuch 
popith perſon being put to be an apprentice, ſhall 
be void. And every ſuch perſon of the popiſh 
religion, who ſhall be put to be an apprentice, in- 
ſtructed contrary to this act, and who ſhall exer- 
ciſe the ſaid art or myſtery, ſhall forfeit £20. to 
the uſe of the king and proſecutor. 

And the juſtices of the peace and head officers of 
cities, boroughs, and towns corporate are required 
to ſend for all apprentices of ſuch perſon exerciſing 


the art aforelaid, whom they ſhall ſuſpef, and 


ſhall 
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ſhall tender to them the oaths and declaration 
preſcribed by this act, to be by them taken and 
ſubſcribed, and the reſuſal of ſuc'. perſons to take 
ſaid oaths, or ſubſcribe ſaid declaration, ſhall be a 
conviction of his being guilty, as alſo of the maſ- 
ter of ſuch apprentice, unleſs ſuch maſter ſhall 
prove, that ſuch apprentice, at the time of enter- 
ing his ſervice, was known or reputed to be of the 
proteſtant religion. | 

No papiſt or papiſts, who are or ſhall be per- Sch Anne, ch. 3. 
mitted to follow any trade, craft, or myſtery in this 7. 
kingdom, ſhall hereafter take or keep more than 
two apprentices, at a time, in any ſuch trade, 
craft, or myſtery (except the hempen and flaxen 
manufacture) and that for no leſs a term than ſeven 
years, under the penalty of C100. to the proſe- 
cutof, . 

No attorney, fix clerk, ſolicitor, officer, or 6th Ann. ch. 6. 
deputy officer, of any of the four courts, or of - 

any court of record, eccleſiaſtical or admiralty, 

ſhall preſume to take any papiſt, or reputed papiſt 

to be apprentice or clerk, 

Every maſter in Chancery, ſix clerk in Chan- th Geo. s. ch, 
cery, barriſter at law, attorney and officer of any 5: . 4 
of the four courts, and all and every deputy 
and deputies of ſuch offices, and every ſolicitor, 
ſhall, before licenced, make oath, that they will 
not knowingly take as an apprentice, or employ 
as clerk or ſolicitor, any perſon of the popiſh re- 
ligion. 

Sm henceforth it ſhall and may be lawful 19th and goth 
for every manufucturer, as well journeyman as nes ads 
maſter, to take as many apprentices, male or fe- * 
male, as he may think fit, in any trade, within 
this kingdom, whether ſuch maſter or apprentice 
be proteſtant or papiſt, any ſtatute, uſage, cuſtom, 
charter, bye-law, order or regulation to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding, 

But notwithſtanding the above act, it ſeems, 
(to this COMMITTEE) that perſons apprenticed, 
under the direction of authorized eſtabliſhments 
for education, are under the terms of theſe eſta- 
bliſhments, till invariably to be apprenticed to 
proteſtants. 

Vet it is expreſsly provided that the £4000, 25th Geo. 3. 
granted by this act, to be expended in * ch. 48. . 1,18. 
Ses 
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fees to ſuch tradeſmen or manufaurers, as take 
children from charter-ſchools, or the Foundling 
Hoſpital in Dublin, ſhall be to prote/ant tradeſmen, 
or manufacturers only. 

All ſtatutes made in England or Great Britain, 
and all ſuch clauſes and proviſions contained in 
any ftatute there made, as relate to the taking any 
oath or oaths, or making or ſubſcribing any de- 
claration in this kingdom, or any penalty or diſa- 
bility for omitting the ſame, ſhall be accepted, uſed 
and execnted in this kingdom, 


Your 
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| Your ComMiTTEs ſubmit to you this view of 
the CATHOLIC PENAL ,STATUTES under the 
galling yoke of which, your country has ſo long, 
and fo patiently languiſhed; ſtatutes unexampled 
for their inhumanity, their unwarrantableneſs, and 
their impolicy. The legiſlature, which is inſtituted 
to protect and cheriſh the people, has here over- 
ſpread the land with laws, as With ſo many traps, 
to enſnare the ſubject in the performance of the ob- 
vious and neceſſary duties of life. We recognize a 
free ſtate in the right, exereiſed by its inhabitants, 
of framing laws for the ſecurity of their liberty and 
property, againſt all invaſion; but with us, the or- 
der of civil aſſociation is reverſed, and the law be- 
cotnes the foe, the rufhan that violates the rights, 
and deſtrovs the harmony of ſociety. That this 
infamous ſyſtem of political torture, was not war- 
ranted by any alledged delinquency on the part of 
our catholic brethren, is notorious; for it was de- 
viſed in times of profound tranquillity, We can- 
not then refrain from acknowledging with ſympa - 
thy that ſignal forbearance in our oppreſſed coun- 
trymen, which, joined with a laudable ſenſe of 
ſhame in the perſons inſidiouſlꝝ authorized to give 
efficacy to theſe acts, has preſerved our country 
from the calamitous conſequences of ſuch flagitious 
miſgovernment. * | 
s for the favoured part of the community, your 
CoMMITTEE, conſidering that this code, in its 
expanded operations over this realm, is utterly ſub- 
verſive of the fundamental principles of the con- 
ſtitution, feel it their duty ſeriouſly to inculcate 
this truth, that our liberties muſt ever reſt on the 
moſt precarious foundation, while ſeven-eighths of 
our fellow citizens remain palſied in the exergiſe 
of thoſe rights which were our common inheritance, 
A divided people, governed by foreign influence, 
and domeſtic corruption, preſenting but a remnant 
of its citizens for the exerciſe of political freedom, 
and but a remnatit of that remnant repreſented in 
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parliament, we ſubmit to laws enacted, and taxes 
impoſed not only without our conſent, but againſt 
our declared ſenſe. And from the ſpecimen be- 
fore us, and our daily experience, what laws may 
not be enafted? We have therefore no ſecurity 
againſt any encroachments whatſoever of an arbi- 
trary miniſtry. Nor have we any ſtronger bar- 
rier to oppoſe to the invaſion of a foreign ene- 
— ; for who will vainly expect that a people be- 
reft by law of the means of ſelf-defence, and alien 
in their native land, ſhould riſe to defend rights 
from which they are excluded, or a country which 
they cannot call their own ?!——For WHERE 
THERE 1s LIBERTY, THERE Is OUR COUNTRY. 
Now, if we examine the principles of our reli- 
gion, we ſhall therein diſcover nothing to warrant 
this odious ſyſtem of oppreſſion. On the cantrary, 
we are inſtructed by its fundamental tenets, in the 
practice of Ll hk charity, an effential duty of 
which is, to diſpenſe to others that religioug and 
political liberty which we. ourſelves enjoy. As 
little can we diſcover in the real religious tenets of 
our catholic brethren, any. inconſiſteney whatſo- 
ever with, or any incapacity for the functions of 
free citizens, unleſs the Machiavelian polic 
our rulers, or the prejudice of individuals ſhall be 
ſuffered to blindfold us for ever,——And ſhall we 
Kill be diſcouraged by the bughear cry of Ports v 
from imparting the rights of citzzenſhip to our ca- 
tholic brethren, while we feel the evils of popery 
under our own eſtabliſhed hierarchy 2 We ſee. 
civil and religious indulgences dealt out in re- 
turn for civil and religious corruption. We ſee 
the power and riches, of our church tenaciouſly 
maintained by the impoveriſhment of the people. 
We ſee a bigotted. imputation of opinions 
made to. our catholic fellow citizens incompatible 
ith common ſenſe and our own conviction,—— 
here. then is your boaſted liberality,in tolerating 
the catholic religion? You may impioully. uſurp, 
the divine prerogative of granting toleration to 
the catholic religion, but you. deny political to- 
| leration to a catholic people, who in their native, 
land ſupport a government for your excluſive. ad- 
ge vantage. 
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vantage. What a ſpectacle therefore for the exe- 
cration of all public-ſpirited minds here ſtands, this 
black code, worthy of a Turkiſh divan, ſurround- 
ed with the embelliſhments of a free conſtitution ! 
and the people ſtill continue inſenſible to the miſ- 
chiefs it has already produced, and thoſe which 

it threatens. For you then it remains, to inſtruct 
them, that no conſtitution can be ſecure, unleſs 


the body of the people have an equal intereſt 
therein—to remind them that, as our cauſe is com- 
mon, our rights muſt be common. 


ORDERED, 


That the foregoing Report be printed. 
J. N. TANDY, Secretary. 


" 


— 


3.6 V AN 


APP E N DI X 


OF THE 
OATHS axv DECLARATIONS 
ALLUDED TO IN THE 


FOREGOING REPORT. 


Oath of Allegiance. 


A. B. do ſineerely promiſe and ſwear, that I ad Ann. ch. 6. 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to her ma- 
zeſty Queen Anne, | 


8o help me God, 


Declaration. 


I, A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely, in the pre- 
ſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that I 
do believe that in the ſacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per there is not any tranſubſtantiation of the ele- 
ments of bread and wine into the body and blood 
of:Chriſt, at or after the conſecration thereof, by 
any iperſon whatſoever: and that the invocation 
or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any vio 

Pitt 1 l aint, 
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ſaint, and the ſacrifice of the maſs, as they are 
now uſed in the church of Rome, are ſuperſtitious 
and idolatrous: And I do ſolemnly, in the pre- 
ſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that I 
do make this declaration, and every part thereof, 
in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the words read 
unto me, as they are commonly underſtood by 
proteſtants, without any evaſion, equivocation or 
mental reſer vation whatſoever ; and without any 
diſpenſation already granted me for this purpoſe 
by the Pope, or any other authority or perſon hat- 
loever, or without any hope of liſpenſation from 
any perſon or authority whatſoever, or without be- 
lieving that I am or can be acquitted before God or 
man, or abſolved of this declaration, or any part 
thereof, although the pope or any other perſonfor 
perſons, or power whatſoever ſhould diſpenſe with 
or annul the ſame, or declare that it was null and 
void from the beginning. 


The Oath of Abjuration. 


I, A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledge, 
profeſs, teſtify, and declare in my conſcience, be- 
fore God and the world, that our ſovereign lad 
Queen Anne, is lawful and rightful queen of thi 
realm, and of all other her majeſty's dominions- 
and countries thereunto belonging: And I do ſo- 
lemnly and ſincerely declare, that I do believe in 
my conſcience, that the perſon pretended to be 
Prince of Wales, during the life of the late King 
James, and ſince his deceaſe, pretending to be, 
and taking upon himſelf the ſtile and title of King 
of England, by the name of James the Third, 
hath not any right or title whatſoever to the crown 
of this realm, or any other the dominions thereto 
belonging: And J do renounce, refuſe and 4: gre 
any allegiance- or obedience to him; and. I do 
ſwear that I will bear faith and true allegiance to 
her majeſty Queen Anne, and her will defend to 
the utmoſt. of my power againſt all traiterous con 
ſpiracies and attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be 
made againſt her perſon, crown or dignity ;- and 
I will. do my beſt endeavour to diſcloſe and make 

| | known 
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known to her majeſty and her ſucceſſors, all trea- 
ſons and traiterous conſpiracies, which I ſhall. 
know to be againſt her or any of them; and I do 
faithfully promiſe to the utmoſt of my power to 
ſupport, maintain and defend the limitation and 
ſucceſſion of the erown againſt him the ſaid James, 
and all other perſons whatſoever, as the ſame is and 
ſtands limited by an act, intitled, . An Act declar- 
ing the Right and Liherties of the SubjeR, and ſet-, 
tling the Succeſſion of the Crown to her preſent 
Majeſty, and the Heirs of her Body being Proteſ- 
tants;“ and as the ſame by one other act, in- 
f titled, An Act for the further Limitation of the 
N Crown, and better ſecuring the Rights and Liber- 
1 ties of the Subject, is and ſtands limited, after 

the Deceaſe ot her Majeſty, and for Default of Iſſue 

of her Majeſty, to the Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs 

and Ducheſs Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs 
of her Body being Proteſtants;” and all theſe things 
{ I do plainly and ſincerely acknowledge and ſwear, 
according to the expreſs words by me ſpoken, and 
according 'to the plain and common ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding of the ſame words, without any equi- 
vocation, mental evaſion, or ſecret reſervation 
whatſoever; and I do make this recognition, ac- 
knowledgment, abjuration, renunciation and pro- 
miſe, heartily, willingly and truly upon the true 
faith of a chriſtian, 


So help me God. 


Oath of Allegience and Declaration, 


I, A. B. do take Almighty God and his only ſon, 4h & 1 40h 
ſas. Chriſt my Redeemer to witneſs, that I will Ceo. 3. ch. 25. 
faithful and bear true allegiance to our moſt gra- 

cious ſovereign lord King G the Third, and: 

him vill defend to the utmoſt of my power, againſt 

all conſpiracies and attempts what ſoe ver that ſhall 

be made againſt his perſon, crown and dignity; 

and I will do my utmoſt endeavour to difoloſe and 

make known to his majeſty, and his heirs, all 

treaſons and traiterous conſpiracies: which _ be 


formed againſt him or them; and I da faith alt 
| promi 
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promiſe to maintain, ſupport and defend, to the 
utmoſt of my power, the ſucceſſion of the crown in 
his majeſty's family againſt any perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, hereby utterly renouncing and abjur- 
ing any obedience or allegiance unto the perſon 
taking upon himſelf the ſtile and title of Prince of 
Wales in the lifetime of his father, and who ſince 
his death is ſaid to have aſſumed the ſtile and title 
of King of Great Britain and Ireland, by the name 
of Charles the Third, and to any other perſon 
claiming or pretending a right to the crown of 
theſe realms; and I do ſwear that I do reject and 
deteſt, as unchriſtian and impious to believe, that 
it is lawful to murder or deſtroy any perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoever for or under pretence of their being 
hereticks, and alſo that unchriſtian and impious 
rinciple, that no faith is to be kept with hereticks ; 
further declare that it is no article of my faith 
and that I do renounce, reject and abjure the opi- 
nion, that Princes excommunicated by the Pope 
and council, or by any authority of the ſee of 
Rome or by any authority whatſoever, may be 
depoſed or murdered by their ſubjects, or by an 
perſon whatſoever ;z and I do promiſe that | will 
not hold, maintain or abet any ſuch opinion, or 
any other opinion contrary to what is expreſſed in 
this declaration; and I do declare that I do not, 
believe that the Pope of Rome, or any other fo- 
reign prince, prelate, ſtate or potentate hath or 
ought to have any temporal or civil juriſdiction, 
power, ſuperiority or pre-eminence, directly or 
indirectly, within this realm; and I do ſolemnly, 
in the preſence of God, and of his only ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt my Redeemer, profeſs, teſtify and declare 
that I do make this declaration, and 'every part 
thereof, in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the 
words of this oath, without any evaſion, equivo- 
cation or mental reſervation whatever, and with- 
out any diſpenſation already granted by the Pope, 
or any authority of the ſee of Rome, or any per- 
ſon whatever, and without thinking that I am or 
can be acquitted before God or man, or abſolved 
of this declaration, or any part thereof, although 
the Pope or any other perſon or perſons or autho- 
_ rity whatſoever, ſhall diſpenſe with or — the 
ame, 


1 
; 
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ſame, or declare that it was null and yoid from 
the beginning, 


So help me God, 


Declaration, 


1, A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely, in the pre- ga w. 4 M. 
ſence of God, profeſs, teſtify and declare, that I ch. 2 
do believe, that in the ſacrament of the Lord's . 
Supper there is not any tranſubſtantiation of the ch Wil. 3. ch, 
elements of bread and wine into the body and 5-4. g. 


blood of Chriſt, at or after the conſecration thereof 
by any perſon whatſoever, and that the invocation 
or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other 
ſaint, and the ſacrifice of the maſs, as they are 
now uſed in the church of Rome, are ſuperſtitious 
and idolatrous; and I ſolemnly, in the preſence 
of God, profeſs, teſtify and declare that I do make 
this declaration, and every part thereof, in the 
plain and ordinaty ſenſe of the words read unto 
me, as they are commonly underſtood by proteſ- 
tants, without any evaſion, equivocation or men- 
tal reſervation whatſoever, and without any dif- 
penſation already granted me for this purpoſe by 
the Pope, or any other authority or perſon what- 
ſoever, or without any hope of any ſuch diſpenſa- 
tion from any perſon or authority whatſoeyer, or 
without believing that I am or can be acquitted, 
before God or man, or abſolved of this declaration, 
or any part thereof, although the Pope, or any 
other perſons or perſons or power whatſoever, ſhould 
diſpenſe with or annul the ſame, or declare that 
it was null and yoid from the beginning, 


So help me God. 


13th Will. g. 
ch. 6. Engliſh. 
iſt Anne, ſt. 1. 
ch. 22. Engliſh. 
6th Anne, ch. 

6. Iriſh. 

iſt Geo. 1. ſt. 
2. ch. 13. Eng. 
6th Geo. 3. ch. 
53-1. 2. Eng. 
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Oath of Allegiance, 


I, A. B. do ſolemnly promiſe and ſwear that I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to their 
majeſties King William and Queen Mary. 


So help m God. 


Oath of Ajuration. 


I, A. B. do ſwear that I do from my heart abhor, 
deteſt and abjure, as impious and heretical, 
that damnable doctrine and poſition that princes 
excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any 
authority of the ſee of Rome, may be depoſed or 
murdered by their ſubjects, or any other whatſo- 
ever; and I do declare that no foreign prince, 
perſon, prelate, ſtate or potentate hath, or ought 
to have, any juriſdiction, power, ſuperiority, pre- 
eminence or authority, eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual, 
within this realm, 


So help me God, 


Oath of Abjuration, 


I, A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledge, 
profeſs, teſtify and declare, in my conſcience, be- 
fore God and the world, that our ſovereign lord 
King George is lawful and rightful king of this 
realm, and all other his majeſty's dominions and 
countries thereto belonging; and I do ſolemnly 
and ſincerely declare that 1 do believe in my con- 
ſcience, that not any of the deſcendants of the per- 
ſon who pretended to be the Prince of Males during 

| the 
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the life of the late King James the Second, and 
fince his deceaſe pretended to be, and took upon 
himſelf the tile and title of King of England by the 
name of James the Third, or of Scotland, by the 
name of James the Eighth, or the ſtile and title of 
King of Great Britain, hath any right or title what- 
ſoever to the crown of this realm, or any other the 
dominions thereto belonging: and I do renounce, 
refuſe and abjure any allegiance or obedience to 
any of them; and I do ſwear that I will bear faith 
and true allegiance to his majeſty King Georges, and 
him will defend to the utmoit 4 my power againſt 
all traiterous conſpiracies and attempts whatſoever, 
which ſhall be made againſt his perſon, crown or 
dignity, and I will do my utmoit endeavour to 
dilelo e and make known to his majeſty, and his 
ſucceſſors, all treaſons and traiterous conſpiracies 
which I ſhall know to be againit him or any of 
them: and Ido faithfully promiſe, to the utmoſt of 
my power, to ſupport, maintain and defend the 
ſucceſſion of the crown againſt the deſcendants of 
the ſaid James, and againit all other perſons what- 
ſoever, which ſucceſhon, by an act intitled, “ An 
Act for the further Limitation of the Crown, and 
better ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of the Sub- 
jets is and ſtands limited to the princeſs Sephia 

lectreſs and Ducheſs dowager of Hanover, and the 
heirs of her body, being proteſtants ; and all theſe 
things I do plainly and ſincerely acknowledge and 
{wear according to theſe expreſs words, without any 
equivocation, mental evaſion or ſecret reſervation 
whatſoever; and I do make this recognition, ac- 
knowledgment, abjuration, renunciation, and pro- 
miſe, heartily, willingly and truly, upon the true 
faith of a chriſtian, h | 


50 help me God, 


Oath of Attorney, &c. 


I, A. B. do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, that I 
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8. ch. 


will not willingly or knowingly ſuffer any barriſ- 7th Geo 


ter at law, attorney, ſolicitor, or other perſon, 
L 2 who, 
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who, by any act of parliament made in this kinge 
dom, 1s qualified to practiſe as a barriſter at law, 
attorney or ſolicitor, to act or practiſe in my name 
in any ſuit, cauſe, or matter in any court of law 
or equity in this kingdom, and that I will not know- 
ingly take as an apprentice, or employ as clerk or 
ſolicitor, any perſon of the popiſh religion. 


So help me God, 


Oath of a Perſon claiming to vote as a Freeholder 
or as a Proteſtant Inhabitant of a Borough for 
eleting of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


I, A. B. do ſwear that I am not a papiſt, nor 


Geo. g. ch. 16. married to a papiſt, and I do not educate, or ſuffer 


21ſt & 22d 
Geo- 3. ch. 21. 


15th & 16th 


to be educated, any of my children under the age 
of fourteen years in the popiſh religion. 


So help me God, 


Oath of a Convert claiming to vote as a Freehold. 
er or as a Proteſtant Inhabitant of a Borough 
for elefiing of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


I, A. B. do ſwear that I have not ſince my con- 


Geo. 3. ch. 16. formity to the proteſtant religion married any papiſt 
21ſt and 22d 
Geo, 3. ch. 21. 


now living, and I do not educate, or ſuffer to be 
educated, any of my children under the age of 
tourteen years in the popiſh religion. 


So help me Gad. 


þ 


Sis H. LANGRISHE, 


January 24, 1792, 


* 
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Mr. SPEAKER, 


Ir is now juſt ten years ſinee the cauſe of the 
Roman Catholics particularly engaged the conſi- 
deration of Parliament—ſince we took our laſt re- 
view of thoſe laws which the paſſions and prejudices, 


perhaps the preſſure, of an intemperate ſeaſon had 
entailed upon them. 


I think, Sir, the preſent times and circumſtances 
invite us to reſume that duty. 

The good offices we owe one to another—the 
indulgence which is due to fellow ſubjects, recom- 
mended and endeared by the unimpeachable con- 
duct of a century, the conſideration that we owe 
to the national proſperity, all unite in calling our 
attention to a reviſion of this ſubject, at a time when 
the public mind is become more enlightened, and 
prejudices and jealouſy are every day yielding to 

confidence and affection. 

It is not without much ſatisfaction, and I may be 
allawed to ſay, ſome little pride too, that I take a 
part in this grateful duty; as I conſider amon 
the few honours of my humble life, ht of being 
almoſt the firſt Member of the Iriſh Parliament 
who ventured to ſtate to you the imprudence and 
immorality of what were then the Popery Laws ; as 
a ſyſtem 
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a ſyſtem of juriſprudence ſubverſive of integrity, 
and as a ſcheme of government which, whilſt b 
its ſeverity it alienated the bedy of the people, by 
its impolicy forbad them to veſt in the ſtate any 
hoſtage for their fidelity. 

I own, Sir, I was not able in my reſearches into 
Holy Writ to meet with that particular paſſage of 
the ſcripture, that gives an authority to propagate the 
Faith by a perverſion of morals—or, from a principle 


of piety, to prohibit the exerciſe of Religious Wor- 


ID. 
A could not preſume to think that it was ever 
juſtifiable, for the ſake of civil or ceremonial con- 
formity, to build a code of religious laws on the 
ruins of almoſt every moral virtue and obligation; 
to ſport with the moſt ſacred feelings, and violate 
the fondeſt prepoſſeſſions of the human heart to 
rob youth of education and age of authority—to 
{ſeduce the ſon to become an intereſted informer 
againſt the piety of the father, and ſo break the 
bonds of all domeſtic fidelity and affection. 

I know very well, that the ſtate has a right to 
impoſe conditions on thoſe who are to become the 


fate itſelf. But to be entitled to common benefits, 


and equal proteftions I know of no qualifications but 
allegiance, a peaceable demeanour, and obedience to the 
laws. | 

It is now many years ſince I firſt ſtated thoſe 
ideas to Parliament; but, from the temper of the 
times, perhaps the zmbecility of the advocate, I was 
unſupported, and unſucceſsful. 


However, the agitation of truth muſt ever make 


an impreſſion. Succeeding times became more 
enlightened, and religious animoſity gave way to 
moral juſtice and political wiſdom. | 

In the year 1774, the legiſlature firſt gratified 
the Roman Catholics with an opportunity of 7%, 
tifying their allegiance, by framing an oath for them, 
competent to ut Ie, without involving any article 
of religious faith, or ſpeculative opinion. | 

Four years afterwards (in 1778) the legiſlature 
wiſely confiding in their oaths, rewarded their loy- 
alty by ſome ſubſtantial conceſſions. 

The act in their favour then paſſed, truly recites in 


the preamble, That from their uniform peaceable 
« behaviour 
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« behaviour for a long ſeries of years, it appears 


« reaſonable and expedient to relax ſeveral of their 


cc incapacities and diſabilities.” | 

Accordingly it allowed them © To take leaſes 
« of land for 999 years, and at any rent to en- 
« joy all ſuch eſtates that ſhall be left or transferred 
cc to them, and to diſpoſe of the ſame by will or 
cc otherwiſe z and that they ſhall be deviſeable and 
« transferable as in the caſe of other people.” The 
abominable uſurpation of children againft the father 
was aboliſhed—and to theſe conceſſions the condi- 
tions annexed were: Taking the oath of 1794— 
and that the law ſhould not extend to converts re- 
lapfing, or to Proteſtants becoming Papifts, or educat- 
ing their children in the Popiſh religion. The 
legiſlature naturally conſidering that ſome ſuſpicion 
attached on frequent verſatility of faith, and on thoſe 
who profeſſed a religion themſelves which they 
would not tranſmit to their poſterity. 

Four years after that (in 1782) the ſpirit of to- 
leration further extended itſelf, and ſound policy 
gained a further aſcendency in favour of the Ro- 
man Catholics, 'That ſyſtem of ſeverity, which 
a few years before was thought prudence, began to 
look ſomething like injuſtice, and what prejudice 
had adopted as preſervation, moderation began to 
view as little ſhort of cppreſſion. 

In 1782, the capacity of acquiring land by pur- 


chaſe (which in 1778 was granted under a fiction) 


was given direct and entire. 

« The acquiſition by purchaſe, grant, limita- 
« tion, deſcent or deviſe, by will or otherwiſe de- 
cc ſcendable as the lands of proteſtants,” was com- 
municated to the Roman Catholics.---Some of 
their diſabilities, as to education, were removed— 
The ſevere law was repealed, that compelled the 
Papiſts, to declare on oath when, and where, and by 
whom they heard maſs celebrated — The unequal at- 
tachment of their property to make repriſal for 
common robberies, was diſcontinued— Their horſes 
were no more to be expoſed as public plunder ; and 
the prepoſterous, but offenſive prohibition, whereby 
perſons profeſſing the Popiſh religion were forbid- 
den to reſide in certain cities, was repealed— They 
were allowed the full rights of property—The free 


exerciſe 
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exerciſe religion; and to appoint guardians to their 


own children. 
Here, it muſt be confeſſed, was a great effort of 
liberality, in oppoſition to old opinions, The oc- 


caſion was worthy of the exertion : and the con- 


ſequences juſtified and rewarded it. Excluſive of 
all moral duty, it was of great moment to the 
national proſperity to involve in its intereſts to 
attach—to naturalize in their native country ſo 
great a body of its inhabitants—to make them a 
part of the nation without whom we could not be a 
nation at all. 

However, Sir, conſideting the nature of man— 
the obſtinacy of old opinions—and the uſual acri- 
mony of religious diſſention, I muſt ſay, that fo 
ſignal a triumph over rooted prejudices, diſcloſed 
ſuch a growing confidence—ſuch an amicable /ym- 


. pathy—ſuch a relenting of heart, in the predomi- 


nant powers of the ſtate towards the Roman Ca- 
tholics of the country, as ought to conciliate their 
affection, engage their gratitude, and confirm their 
attachment to the ſtate. 

And when I ſay (ſpeaking from a ſenſe of 
moral obligation) that ſuch conduct of the Le- 
giſlature ought to have produced this effect. I 
tay, with confidence and affurance, from the au- 
thority of experience, that it has produced thoſe 
effects. It has ſtamped thoſe ſentiments with a 
deep impreſſion on the minds of our Catholic 
brethren---I mean on the minds of thoſe who are 
ſufficiently enlightened to judge of the relations 
of political ſociety, or feel the force of moral 
obligation. 

If I were not of that opinion, confirmed and de- 
cided as it is into conviction, I would not at this 
moment ſtand up as their advocate for another 
conceſſion. For I muſt take the liberty to ſay, 
what it is my duty to ſay as a member of Parlia- 


ment, what it is my duty to obſerve as a common 


citizen, what is the duty of every perſon to know 
and to conform to, “ that the ſtate is paramount, 
and all men who live under its protection, live 
under its controul, and are amenable to its ſupe- 
riority.“ If they approach the Legiſlature, they 
muſt approach it by the avenues the ON 
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has marked out; if they apply to Parliament, it 
muſt be by petition, not repreſentation or remon- 
ſtrance; if they would have benefits, they muſt 
ſolicit them as favours, and accept them as conceſ- 
ſions. This is not only the conſtitution of Ireland, 
but the conſtitution of every ſettled government in 
the known world. | 

As to the natural Rights of Man (of which we 
have lately heard fo much), they do not belong to 
political ſociety ; they belong to that ſtate of nature 
which is ſo accurately deſcribed by Mr. Hobbs, and 
ſo ardently recommended by Mr. Paine; a ſtate 
where, indeed, the race is to the fevift, and the 
battle to the ſlrong; where poſſeſſion is property, and 
2 is right; a ſtate ſuperior to the conditions 
of ſociety, the reſtrictions of covenant, or the 
bondage of law. 

In a ſociety protected by laws, and bleſſed with 
a conſtitution, thoſe laws and that conſtitution aſ- 
certain the Rights of Man. 

Therefore, Sir, I muſt freely confeſs, that not- 
withſtanding my prepoſſeſſions in favour of the 
Roman Catholics (which I ſhall always be proud 
to acknowledge, as they are juſtified by their con- 
duct); though I can number ſome of them among 
my anceftors ; though I love many of them as my 


friends, and embrace all of them as my countrymen, 


I was yet for ſome time checked in my ardour, and 
interrupted in the progreſs of my ſervices to them, 
by reading of late a multitude of publications and 
paragraphs in the newſpapers, and other prints 
circulated gratis, and communicated to every body, 
with degree of induſtry, EE to con- 

vey the ſentiments of the Catholic Body of Ireland. 
If theſe were their ſentiments, they were ſuch as 
could not recommend them to the further favour 
of the ſtate; they were ſuch as muſt alienate their 
old friends, and could not get them new ones, if 
they would chuſe their friends from amongſt thoſe 
who are friends t6 the Conſtitution. What was 
their import i - they were exhortations ta the people 
never to be ſatisfied at any conceſſion, til the fate 
wel was conceded ; not only that, but till a new 
-onſlitution ſhould be made for their preſent accom- 
modation, and future enterprize ;—they were pre- 
M cautiom: 


91 


THE SPEECH OF 


cautions againſt public franquillity they were in- 
vitations to diſorder, and covenants of diſcontent; 
they were oſtentations of ſrength rather than ſoli- 
citations for favours ; rather appeals to the poser 4 
the people, than applications to the authority of the 
ſtate ; they involved the relief of the Catholic 
with the rev/ution of the Government, and were. 
difſertations for democracy rather than arguments for 
toleration; — they ſeemed the projects of ſome bold 
theoriſts, whole principle was to divide man from 
man, and whoſe politics, to ſeparate Great Britain 
from Ireland they ſeemed to be the effuſions of 
ſome raſh philgſapher, ignorant of our ſyſtem, who 
would ſet /oz/e and adrift the little planet we inhabit, 
and commit it to the vortex of a vain and exploded 
philoſophy ; 10 range the univerſe without attrafion, 
connection or relation to any greater, or other body. 
Was there a man who felt the bleflings of regulated 
rights, and {ettled government; who knew the value 
of peace and the comforts of property ?—was there 
n man who preferred order to outrage, and happineſs 


to ſpeculation,. or who looked at the growing proſ- 


perity of the country, whoſe mind muſt not have 
revolted at the tendency of ſuch doctrines; or who 
muſt not have felt an accumulated concern and diſap- 
pointment, if he could for a moment ſuppoſe that 
they had originated with our Catholic brethren ?-—- 
that they were the growth of that ſoil which we had 
ſo lately and ſo liberally cultivated ? 

But common ſenſe and cummon juſtice required 
of us to trace thoſe opinions to their ſource. 

If the Raman Cathalics embraced thoſe ſenti- 
ments, 7-e tate could not embrace them If they 
were milled by rath councils to engage in confe- 
deracies of perpetual requiſition---If they were not to 
be ſatisfied at any conceſſion, whilſt any thing re- 
mained 79 be conceded. In that caſe common ſenſe 
mulſt ſuggeſt to us, that we ſhould not by any new 
conceſſion unite more poxwer with their diſcontent ;, 
for however ſincerely we may and ought to with that 
they ſhould enjoy every comfort and happineſs the 
ſtate can afford them, yet we cannot go 2 far, as to 
alter or make a new conſtitution for their accomo- 
dation - we cannot even for them hazard the 
bleſſings of an gfabliſbed free Government, . 

en 
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been the growth and the wiſdom of ages, and finally 
ratified, and ſettled for above an hundred years 
we are not ſo daring as to commit it to the chance 
of every raſh experiment i 

If the Roman Catholics could have been ſo far 
perverted, as to have addreſſed the Legiſlature in 
theſe high tones of requiſition, they would have 
aſſaulted that conſtitution they affected to reverence--- 
they would have made their advances to parlia- 
ment as beſiegers, not petitioners ; and parliament 
would have been bound in its own defence to repu/ſe 
them, to reſiſt their applications. If you were, in 
that caſe, to concede or capitulate, you would 
ſurrender the conſtitution in your charge, you would 
violate your truſt, you would betray the ſtate, and be 
reſponſible for the anarchy that would ruſh in upon 
you. But I have the happineſs now to aſſert from au- 
thority, what I have long learned from experience, 
That not a ſentiment of is tendency is entertained 
by the Catholic bady; none ſuch belong to them; they 
renounce them, they utterly diſclaim them.---There 
is not a claſs of his Majeſty's ſubjects more attached 
than they are to the monarchy and hereditary ſucceſſion, 
more obedient to the /awws, or more devoted to the 
King and conſtitution, as by law eſtabliſhed. 

Theſe principles they teſtify by their conduct at all 
times; at times very different from the preſent, 
when the laws were leſs indulgent, when they had 
fewer pledges to bind them to their country; when 
property and the titles of land did not appear (as 
they now do) irrevocably fixed; at times when 
hoſtile fleets and armies were on your coaſt, and when 
even the King on the Throne, by ſome may not 
have been ſuppoſed to ſtand (as he does now) with- 
out a rival in their affections. | 

They now come forward by ſolemn declaration 
to re-aſſert thoſe principles at the foot of the 
Throne; to vindicate them from all poſſible 1 
conception or miſrepreſentation, they approach you 
by the vays of the conſtitution, and with the words 
of the conſtitution, without deferting a claim of 
their own, or preſuming to dictate to the authority 
of Parliament; They deſire a further repeal of 
the laws affecting them; they expreſs gratitude for 
paſt favours, confiding in your liberality and bene- 
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volence, that your future ones will be as extenſive 
as to your conſideration of the general welfare ſhall 
ſeem expedient ; diſclaiming every thing that can 
directly or indirectly tend to interrupt the public 
tranquillity and ſubjection to the laws; they give 
you their poft as a pledge of their future good con- 
duct; and, give me leave to ſay, the conſtitutional 
language they expreſs, is a further pledge of the 
conſtitutional principles they feel 

With ſuch a teſtimony I addreſs you in favour 
of the Roman Catholics of Ireland; with a decla- 
ration of this import in my hand, ſubſcribed by an 
hot, as to national authority; perſons of high diſ- 
tinction, ancient family, great character, enlightened 
education, ample fortune, and extenſive influence 
in the country; men of general intercourſe and 
knowledge, political, profeſſional, and mercantile; 
men too, who themſelves and their anceſtors, have 
made ample ſacrifices to a ſanctimonious obſervance 
of their vows. Without affecting or entertainin 
any diſreſpect for any other orders or claſſes of the 
people, I muſt ſay it is from perſons of the deſcrip- 
tion which I have given, that National opinion and 
profeſſional principle are beſt to be collected; not 
from a few deluded people in the South; not from 
a few diſſatisfied people in the North, nor yet from 
any ſtrange and incongruous connection that may 
be fabricated between barþ* ; nay, if by ſome 
wonderful rotation theſe two extremities ſhould 
ever happen to meet; if by feme monſtrous con- 
vullion the 729 poles (if I may ſay lo), far as they 
are aſſunder, ſhould be brought into conjunction 
they would not have force to diſturb the happy and 
temperate regions placed between, where the people 
enjoy equal days and gulgent heavens, | 

With ſuch a declaration of principles, by fuch 

ſubſcribing parties, confirmed by the conduét of an 
hundred years, and attefed by the experience and 
obſervation of every diſpaſſionate Froteſtant in the 
nation; I ſay, fortified by ſuch ſuperior authority, 
feel a total indifferer ce to all the ſeveral paragraphs 
and publications to which I have alluded, from the 


* Alluding to a ſuppoſed conſcderacy between the Diilenterg 
aud Roman Catliphcs * 
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puaſſy pamphlet, to the volatile hand- bill; from the 
original inrollment of diſcord that takes poft and 
garriſon in the citadel, to the detachments of newſ- 
Papers that are ſent out to ſcour the country. For 
the honour of the nation, I ſhould wiſh they were 
not to travel to other countries ; for the peace of 
the nation, I am not afraid they ſhould travel 
through this. I know the loyalty of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland: I know they will not taſte of 
the cup of ſedition, whether it be brought vapid 
and muddy from the troubled waters of Betheſda's 
Pool; or come heated and mantling from the in- 
temperance of the ale-houſe. 

It is under ſuch a conviction that I addreſs you 
with confidence for a further repeal of the laws 
affecting the Roman Catholics, to that extent 
which your wiſdom and liberality ſhall lead you to 
think expedient. - What that extent ſhall be, ap- 
pears to me the only queſtion that can divide the 
opinion of Parliament on this ſubject; and I confeſs, 
that is a queſtion which may naturally produce 
diverſity of opinion amongſt wiſe and good men. 

As for myſelf, balance] as I am between confi- 
dence in the Catholics and devotion to ancient eſta» 
bliſhment, 1 have not found it eaſy to accommodate 
between the two contending 2 

If I were engaged in the unfortunate labours of 
forming a new conſtitution, it never would occur to 
my mind to introduce the words Proteflant and Pa- 
fiſt as terms of political diſcrimination. But as we 
have a conſtitution already eſtabliſhed, which we 
feel competent to preſerve liberty and to promote 
happineſs z and as we have learned from the expe- 
rience of others the calamities that may occur m 
compoſing a new one, it muſt be our conſtant /a- 
bour, as it is our deareſt intergſt, to watch, with 2 
pions vigilance, the excellent one we have, and pro- 
tect it from the hand of innovation and experi- 
ment. We muſt, in every political tranſaction, 


keep that conſtitution before our eyes, and act with 
perpetual reference to its principles. 

Under that conſtitution the predominancy is 
Proteſtant—lt was ſo declared at the revolution 
it was ſo provided in the acts ſettling the ſucceſſion 
of the crown—the King's coronation oath was en- 
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joined in order to keep it ſo-—the king, as firſt 
magiſtrate of the ſtate, was obliged to take the 
oath of abjuration, and ſubſcribe the declaration; 
and every other member of the ſtate, legiſlative and 
executive, ſtands bound under the ſame obligation, 
Whether it was or was not wiſe at the time to have 
made ſo broad a barrier, I thall not, at this period, 
venture to enquire. I own to you, Sir, I tremble 
at the notion of reviewing, for the purpoſe of alter- 
ing, any of the conſtituent principles of that reyolu- 
tion, which in its conſequences has proved ſo happy 
to theſe countries. I would not raſhly hazard the 
ſtability of ſo noble a fabric, to remove even an 
acknowledged defect; and eſpecially when the 
trade of eenflitution-making had grown into a ſort of 
profeſſional practice ;---when we ſee academies 
opened throughout the country to give diplomas 
and degrees in that ſcience Hand when even with- 
out the advantage of this academical education, 
common artificers profeſs to reform the work of 
Somers and of Locke. 

Though I ſhall always heſitate to touch any 
principle of that revolution though we ſhould 
look up to it as to a polar ſtar, by which we are to 
ſteer in whatſoever direction we may ſhape our 
courſe, yet I am not ſo dogmatical as to ſay that 
there is any human inſtitution ſo immutable and en- 
tire, as never, in any degree, to accomodate to any 
poſlible change of the times and circumſtances z and 
it has always been my decided opinion, that the 
ſeverities with which party prejudice and religious 
animoſity inſpired the penal ſtatutes that ſucceeded 
the revolution, are fit objects of frequent reviſion, 
for the purpoſe of repeal or mitigation, in that 
proportion and to that extent which the temper and 
condition of the times may render practicable or 
prudent.---However, in ſuch remedial proceedings, 
it is eſſential to the good of every ſtate to avoid 
violent tranſitions or changes to guard againſt 
ſudden or extravagant transfers of power or pro- 
perty. 

In endeavouring to aſcertain the particular points 
of relaxation which it would be prudent for me to 
ſubmit to the wiſdom of Parliament, I made it my 
buſineſs to ſolicit a communication with as many 

members 


members of the Legiſlature as I could, without 
preſumption, conſult on the ſubje&t. You, Sir, 
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who know every thing, know that every ſuch con- 
ſultation which has ſucceſs for its object, muſt be 
conducted and concluded by mutual deference, and 
concęſſion of opinion. I ſhould not be ſincere in my 
ſervices to the Roman Catholics, if I were to hazard 
every thing by aſpiring at more than appeared to me 
to be conformable to the ſenſe of thoſe who are to 
decide, and to whoſe judgment I am bound to ſub- 
mit. I therefore, under that impreſſion, confine 
myſelf to the following points : 


1ſt, “ I would give them the practice and pro- 


feſſion of the law,” as a reaſonable proviſon, and ap- 


plication of their talents to their own country, 
2dly, I would reſtore to them education entire and 
unreſtrained, becauſe I think a late of ignorance is a 
ſtate of barbarity. This I think would be accom- 
pliſhed by taking off the neceſſity for a licence, as 
enjoined by the act of 1782. —zdly, I would draw 
cloſer the bonds of intercourſe and affection, by 
allowing intermarriage, and repealing that cruel 


ſtatute that ſerves to betray female credulity, and 


baſtardize the children of a virtuous mother.—-4thly, 
I would remove thoſe obſtructions to arts and manu- 
factures, that limit the number of apprentices which 
are ſo neceſſary to aſſiſt and promote trade. 

I have now, Sir, only to aſk your pardon for 
having taken up ſo much of your time; but the 
ſubject has engaged my mind with ſo much ardour 
and affection, that I could not avoid ſpeaking thus 
largely upon it. It is a ſubject that I embraced in 
my youth, and ſhall not caſt off in my age, unleſs it 
{hall be diſpoſed to deſert me. I wiſh the Proteſtants 
and Catholics ſhould, by the benignant progreſs of 
time, grow to be one people; and they certainly 
would, if ſome raſh intemperance docs not interpoſe 
to retard the progreſs, and revive the prejudices 
which have ſo long kept us aſunder. If the Roman 
Catholics look to their od friends, they will ſee 
them prove their ſincerity by labouring the practica- 
bility of ſervices, rather than deluding their hopes 
by the magnitude of demand. I am confident they 
will igen to their old friends, and that that patient 
magnanimity, which diſtinguiſhed and 3 
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them in timer of Figour, will not deſert them in 
times. of relaxation. They may be affured that a 
perſeverance in that conduct can alone give their 
old friends a capacity to ſerve them. And they may 
likewiſe be afſured (whatever miſrepreſentations 
have gone abroad) that it is owing to the ſeaſon- 
able interpoſition of thoſe high anthorities of 
Catholic ovale to which I have alluded, confront- 
ing the publications that traduced their principles, 
that 'the favourable ſentiments in his Majeſty's 
government are confirmed. It is owing to that 
teſtimony that I, the humbleſt, but the oldeſt of their 
iends, have the confidence or capacity to plead 
their cauſe of this day; and it is a teſtimony, I truſt, 
will be a powerful advocate for them with the Iriſh 
Parliament. He concluded, by moving for leave to 
bring i in a bill, founded on the above propoſitions. 
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